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POINTS OF VIEW
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IETIERS ,

- I's common sense

lstter prgarding the helmet Iaw passad by *
‘s majority of the Farmuington Hills City
Cann:ﬂ on May 31,
‘- ¥ reapect Mr, Oliverio's right to his spin-
o3 @l ho stated hig cage quito strongly.
i &rw, T would like o express o diffe reat
nfon.
1 have watched races, Glbeit on the tube,
i bave noted serfous bikiers who seeeaton-
* iy rido through our subdivision. I ; LEELT ]
. to me that I havo observed ait of then wezm

i Ema with great intervat Ronald Olivesiv's -

Tittle exerciso (rywalkmg fnto o wall with-
out protecting yourself, nt say, 4 or 5 mph,
conidernd a fairly brick walking specd.
¥7¢ll, 1 think without actuaily doing it you *
can imagine what might happen. Need 1 say
more? . . .

1¥uw, a3 for the intrusion of government
nl.o curl llw.v We have traffic llxhux n.

tions and other leenti
dnni,exmu. We h'\ve a mynnd of aufoty reg-
en the mant.

fretureers,, We have laws and rules that gov-

e our dajly Jives snd no one'in this dense- .

'.J populnwd urb:m eocioty of ours would
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o even in extremely hot

- I presums thoy wear them for a good yea-
1" ‘sow, that being to protect their heads ln ﬂw
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syent of an accident.
 I'noted that Mv, Oliverio took grcut nb;ec»
. tion to tha lady from cur neighboring com-

* . munity of Farmington, who gave tho crack-
§og egg demonstration o represent what

** happens to the human head shen it cosi-

§ tﬁcu a solld ohject; nuch as the ground,

t, ot a tree. A h she was pot &

mamber of our community, lot's just say uho

- nity.

iple. As a retired
" was privileged to have been the manngpr of
" anfety studio as the former Chrysler Cor-
i poration Design Office, As part of our
'~ "research we atudied the eifects of what hap-

_remeinber very clearly the ph 1

a3 a coring membcr of the grentet conugu-

lwnuld liks to digress a blt hy umnx this -

. pens to tho unrestrained human body |

% those laws and rules
lbn,t wf.vlj a5l nanc\ly protect us and rogu-
laio ua in ao orderly manner. If that were to
Linppen society would brenk down and thero
would be anarchy.

Having snid that, u:rtainly there are laws -

£and rules that aze teo intrusive into the
Uves of too many people, do not enhance the
comuann geod aad demesn society as a

.. wehole, These should be repenled or recast.

Howovar, freedom iy wonderful, but without
integrity aod responsibility it too can lead to
anarchy.

Finally, I belicve we should Aecept thoso
rules and laws that ore just plain common
sense and ore desipned to protect nnd
.anhapee, It peemo to ma that with the traffic
we have today, 2nyone riding a bike,

whather cliild or adult, should wear n hel- -

_met. ¥ prutecta the human head from seri-
ous injury that could pou:ntmlly lTead o life
Jegle or sly debilitated on -

“saw taken by & professor at the University

" of Michigan, who, as part of o research
study, would be called out, at all hours of
! . the day and night, to come to the scene of
¢ fatal accidenta to photograph the accident
! " scena and then go to the morgus and photo-

-~ graph the fajury that led to the demise of
| .. the victims, A grizsly busincas, and not
much fun te view. Ho even wore a special©
harnces and a helmet ia his own zar, ana
~yosult of his research, Howevor, that
march helped to establish the many safe-
ty measurea that protect all of us in cur
yehicles today, in spite of ourselves. .
1 used to visit my cousin {n Pennsylvania
who otdqcted o wearing bis seat belt and-

ua
. socae lwel Think about it, if you ride o

bike, you wouldn's want it to huppen to you,

and you cortainly wouldn’t want it to hap-

‘pesc lo)'uur eon or danghter, I rest my case.
Richard W. Steigor

A new newspaper is born

happen to somebudy in the newspaper
business ig to be in on the birth of an
* entirely new newspaper.

QOver the 30-0dd years I've been in the busi-
ness, I've been lucky enough to have been pre-
sent ot the creation of a new newspaper o fair
numhcr of times. But it's alwaya a thrill whcn it

ppose the birth of a p
much like the birth of n new baby, with all t.he
attendant cffort, anxiety, pain and hope.

It also serves to remind us why we are in tho
business in the first plnw

Qur y com-
munity nnwspnpcra that provide local news,
information and advertising that are relevant to
the daily lives of people in their own home*
towns, We believe that any company has to
have a firm ethical and philosophical foundation
in order to be successful. We sum up that phi-
losuphy as follows:

. Our fundamenta) business purposes are to
enhance the lives of our readers, nurture the
communities we serve, contribute to the busi-
ness success of our advertisers, provide fulfilling
careers for our staffers and earn a I'nu' profit.

In carrying out this phil h cti

@nc of the most specinl things that can

Bin cnnylngoutthla pholf!osophy!wu
actica a special Journasism
Journat

munity
Ism" to distingulsh R from the kind
of journalism practiced by the big
city newspapors and TV stations w
which wo compete.

special kind ol';uumahsm which we mll ‘com-
munity journalism” to distinguish it from the
kind of journalism practiced by the big city
newspapers and TV stations with which we
compete,

That's why on the masthead of our editorial
pages, we run this statement:

“Because we publish community newspapers,
we think about community journalism in a fun-
dnmenmlly dxﬂ'ercut way than our bigger com-

They lves to ha inde-
pcndcnl from the atories they cover, swooping in
to write the unusual or sensational and then
dashing off tp cover hing else, We regard

Formingtor: Hills

A Iagacy
!t i been inspiring to watch our commu- .
n.iLy mobilize behind the creation of tha

Kids World PlayScape. Togethor wo've huﬂt i
-a PlaySéiipe that will fnatum in genernﬁm

Sildh

of Farmingts d memories, .

Ho was quite nd t'

~7ind Constitutivnal rights. I remarked to
m, efter bolting up myself, “what do you

" it wan placed on the seat beside you and you
had to make a panic atop?” He reflected for
& moment, then allowed that it would fly off
tha seat, lpilling the contents and perhape

! "breaking any items in glnss bottles or jars. I
painted out that because we fecl secure and

08 are traveling at the same specd s the
ehiclo jtaclf, be it 20, 80, or 80 mph. Aaa

aboutiuudfeltltuuurpudhis(]oda)vcn -

“ thinlk wanld happen to o hag of grocories it

+.; comifortable in our moving vehicles, our bod- -

As g citizen of Farmington,.a parent, and

a friend, 1 val.ld liko'to thank tbcae 1ndw|d-

uals who th h thelr g
time, e vmy, resotrees and visions have'
hniped iriake the PlajSeaps o realily.

Thauk you Armnio Campbell, Brucs Lilley,

Bil Richards, Mardy 8tirling and Nancy
Tashman. You have left us all a legacy of
laughter.
Julie Doving
Farmington

ourselves ar both accurate and fair journalists
and as caring citizens of the communities where
we work.”

Today marks the first edmon aver of the new
Waterford Eccentric, designed to serve the
needs of readers in Waterford Township, a
thriving and rapidly growing comrunity in
Oakland County, just west of Pontiac. Delivered
Thurrdays und Sundays each week, it's one of

the napers published by Home-
Town C N k, the y
that owns this newspaper.

The founding of a new newspaper usually has
to do with community residents and leaders
wanting a real hometown paper and/or being
dissatisfied with an existing paper.

In the case of the Waterford Eccentric, it
turns out that a group of civic leaders
approached us several months ago. They were
unhnppy with the existing newspapers circulat-
ing in the area, none of which were centrally
[ d with Waterford resideats or i d

in ting the needs of the community. They
asked us to start & new newspaper, one that
folks in Waterford eould call their own.

Because HomeTown Communications
already publishes a ber of E ic oews-
papers serving communities throughout Onk-
land County, their request fell an receptive ears.

We ran the numbers and determined that o
new Waterford paper had a fighting chance of
being profitable. We found a good office location .
right on Dixie Highway, in a high traffic area
right next to the Blockbuster video store.

< We looked for an editor and found a real star |
in Dan Dean, who had established his creden-”
tiala with our company as a brilliant photogra-
pher and then editor of the Troy Eccentric, a
sister newspaper in Oakland County. Dan and
Justin Wilcox, the publisher of our newspapers
in Oakland County, recruited a corpa of
reporters and an advertising sales staff, some
already Waterford residents,

And now, after several months of detailed
planning and frantic effort, & new newspaper
has been born.

Our company philosophy lays down the
marker by which we expect to be judged by our
readers and the communities we serve. I hope
you'll get in touch with your community editor
or me, both when we meet that standard and
when we don't,

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Com-
murications Network Inc., the company that
owns this newspaper. He welcomes your com-
ments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-2047,
Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppower@oeonline.com *

ANcIENT GOLD |
The Wealth of the Thracians

TREASURES FROM THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA

Notw through August 29

THE DETROIT INSTITUTE OF ARTS

A major exhibition of over 200 brilliant

gold ¢ silver objects, recently excavated

in Bulgaria from 15 royal Thracian sites,
dating from 4060 BC to 200 AD.

.

acm¥itn Tickets at the DIA box office: 313/833-4005
Free tickets for DIA members

5200 Woodward Ave.
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Also Dress Barn Woman!

Tor a store nur you visit www dm!sbnm.com ar call 8006396064, 8:30 am 1 5:00 pm EST, M- 1
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