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st's in a name? Just
ank Mikn and Sandra
Watts of Valts-Up Inc.

“We had to get & name, Then
one of my buddies called and
asked, ‘What's up? - I thought
what a great name for a compa-
ny,” soid Mike Watta of Ply-
mouth Township,

Watts Upl Inc, - alias Mike
and Bandra Watts — was hired to
manage the Farmington Aren
Foundcrs Festival, Tho couple
was given a threa-year contract
by the newly organized Parming-
ton Area Pounders Festival Inc.

- That means the Farmington-
Parmington Hills Chamber of
Commerce is getting out of the
festiva] business.

1f you recognize their names,
there's a reason. Mike and San-
dra Watts sre known for manag-
ing the popular and succesaful
Piymouth Internationn! Ice
Spectacular, ss wall as the
Smooth Jazz Festival in Bouth-
fisld, and ths Hot Country Jam
and the Hoedown in Detroit.
They alse organized Tod
Nugent's 50th birthday party
and have a long history of work-
ing in the entartainment field,
including concerts and special
events,

“I'm glad we got into the ape-
cinl eventa business,” Watts safd,
“Pacple still love entertainment.
They want to do things with
their familien. But entertain-
ment can be cost prohibitive.”

Entertaining .

The entertainment business is
not new to Watts, although he
may hava sort of stumbled into it
a3 a student at Eaatern Michi-
gon University. “I always
wnrk?d on homezomln,g- and

Watts said,

About that wame time in the
late 1860s, early 1870s, concerta
were a big thing on college cam-
puses. Watts worked for the uni-
versity’s studant activities pro-

gram.

*Well, they couldn't do the
administrative kind of thing.
The concert series was sbout to
go under. They had tickets sold
everywhere. o my boss asked if
I wanted to take it over,” Watts
aaid.

Sure enough. By the third
year, Watta was operating a win-
ning effort. “Bverything sold out
except this new and up and com-
ing act — & guy named Neil Dia-
mond.”

Watts’' goal even in those days
was to give his audience diversi-
ty - somsething for everyone.
That's ons reason why hs booked
Duke Ellington.

*Well the university would
only give me a standard raise so
it was time to move on. A local

B fTered mo o job” Armed with
o master’s degree in counseling

Jointly: Sandra and Mike Watta have been hired

iven a three-yeur contract

and guidancs, Watts hesitated
taking a promations job. The
hesitation didn't last for long,
Bamboo Productions actually got
0 big it opened the Silverdome
in I;onll.nc with The Who in
1876,

Love and marriage

While he was at EMU, a young
woman who worked as secretary
to the dean of students — Mike's
boss - caught his eye. On Feb, 1
Mike and 8andra went out. On
March 1 they were engnged and
by Bopt, 11 wedding bells were
ringing.

An thelr three sons were com-
ing along, Wotts left Bamboo
Productiona for a few years
because a busy schedule of 200
concerts ncross the country was
tough for a growing family.

“Bo I toak n Job in Bouth Car-
oline oa a marketing aervices
director. “The weather was
great, but nothing else was, [

Watts-Up
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10 manage the Founders Festival, beginning this year. They were

[ c by the newly organized Farmington Area Founders Festival Inc. That meana the
armington-Farmington Hills Chamber of Commerce is getting out of the festival business,

didn't Jike the life down there.
Leaving this area made me real-
{z0 what we had up here.”

Though Sandea slways helped
Miko in his business, she decid-
ed to return to college, got a
teaching certificate and becams
an acting director at the Gibson
Bchool for the Gifted in Redford.
Bhe left six years ago,

After a short stint with Bam-
hoo Productions on his return to
Michigan, Watts lster took a job
with Olympia Arenas, “That was
a great experience. Up to that
point 1 had just done rock ‘n’ roll
concerta, I got to bring hig-time
wrestling to Michigan.” College
hockey, Besame Strect programs
und the circua also found g place
on Watts' reauins,

Like Bamboo Productions, the
Olympie Arena went nut, “At the
timo it was devastating. We had
little kids then,” Watta said,

Birth of a business

Police talk man out of suicide

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BYASY WRITER
{oconnor@on.homecomes.net

A recommendation will be made to the Awnrds
and Citation Board for a posible lifesaving awurd,

Dwyer said.

Fermington Hills police officers talked a man aut
of committing suicide early in the morning of July

4.

‘The two-hour ordes! ended when the man threw
down the knife he used to cut his arm and coma off
# gas atation roof an 10 Mile Rond. The Bouthfield
man, 29, was distraught over his marriage hrenk
up and had been drinking, police reports said.

At 2:23 a.m, July 4, roliu went to the Bhell gas
station nfter a 011 call and found o man on the
roof with box razar threatening to kill himself.

Police set up & perimoter with Hills EMB techni-
cians nearby. The man continued pacing on top of
the roof, saying he would cut his wrists and thront
if officers tried to climb up after him.

He said his wifs recently filed for & divorce and
had a personal protection order against him,

Chief Bill Dwyer commended Lt, Paul Cavan
and Officer Wayne Beerbower for their work dur-
ing ordeal,

] thought they did in excelient job, in particular
officer Beerhower for the amnunt of time he apent
talking to the subject,” Dwyer snid. “He probably
saved this person from death.”

Grdel’ from page Al

He osked to have his estranged wife at the scene
o she could watch him die to make s statement,
but pollce rofused.

At one point, he bent over and opencd s wide
gashi on his forearm with a razor that is used to cut
cardboard boxes.

Dolice contacted his wife who said he had been
drinking heavily sinca 8:30 p.m.

Bearbower talked to the man and asked him to
think sbeut his 3-year-old son. Ho rppeared to ho
tired and willing to listen but then used the knife
to cut at a power line, which had baen turned off

Officera put a ladder near a satellite dish fixture,
which police believed the man used to get onto the
voof. He finally discarded the knife and came down
on the ladder.

EM$ treated the man at the acene and then
rushed him to Botsford Hospital, He had throe
cuts on his left foreman, including one 31/2 inches
tong and 1-inch deep.

An emergency room doctor nald the man cut two
w threa tendons that lead to the fingers, but they
were not completely severed, pollce said.

advice for traffic viclators ie to avold rewriting his-

tory. Judges snd magistrates usually have a per-

son's driving or criminal record in front of them.
Bome still don't listen, though,

“It never fails,” McKenzie sald. *A person goes
Lefore the judge and aaya they have a squenky
clean driving record, and their driving record In a
yard-stick long.”

CLARIFICATION

Tickets sold at the Parmington  were 80,000 and 100,000 reapec-
Civic Theatrs in 1998 and 1894  tively, not 8,000 and 10,000, as

roported rocently in the Farm.
ington Observer,

A light bulb went on, Why
work for someone elee when you
can do it yoursalf? Watts-Up Ine.
waa born,

Since the birth of their busi-
neas, Mike and Sandra Watts
have become aynonymous with
entertainment, including festi-
vals of all kinds,

About nine yenrs ago, thoy got
a call from Plymouth city offi-
cials. The famed ice festival was
dying. At the time we didn't
have o winter event, so we decid-
ed to goforit,

“It has turned out to be one of
the most rewarding that we
work on,” Watts sid,

8o blg is the ice fostival got-
ting thst Bendra Watts has
develeped an educational compo-
nent. The Amorican Culinary

Friday, July
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Pzderation now endorses it.
“Last yenr we gave vut four gold
medals, three went to students,”
Bandra sald.

Methods

If you ean't imagine organlzing
and managing festlvals and
activities thut draw hundreds or
thousands of peaple, don't worry.
Mike and Sandra Watts have it
down to a seionce.

They start every morning
together warking out &t a henlth
club, followed by hreakfast. “Weo
ait and talk. We kind of just
hang out,” Sandra eaid.

Mike Watts says the creativity
in in organizing these enormous
events, “We got to doal with a lot
of intercsting people. [ wos never
that comfortable putting on a tie

th a1 6:30 p.m.
i Saturday, July 17th ai 11:00 am.
| Sunday, July 18th at Neon
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Husband-wife team takes on Farmington Founders Festival

and going to work.

"Ws enjoy tha challenge of cee-
ing if we can do it hettar, Qur.,
gosl with the Farmingtos festé-.
va! js to bring more and mare,
psople to Farmington. We have,
to maka it a destination for pes-
ple,” Mike said.

Connectiona. Thet's what Mike
and Bandrs Watts have devel-
oped over the ysara w help mako -
an enormous event mansgesble .
—wnd fun. .

“Tha event i just a culmina-
tion of months of work. Tie.
event iteelf is the casy part,”
Watta eaid.

Now Mike und Sandra Watts
pravide giant binders full of their
evunts and festivala, Fur any.
medin type, the books are heav-
en, with achedulea, phone num-
bers and photographs — tsken
with a digital camern.

“I had hired a photegrapher.
But nll 1 was getting was head.
thots ~ which { carn get free from
roy apency,” Watts said.

*To me, | wanted photographs
of the crowds, the singere with
ths crowde Mow I'm Into the dig-
ital age with a digital carsera.” .

And the resulte are bresthtak-::

ing, o
*We try o stay up with tech-
nolugy. We want to keep the!
evonts new and freah. Deing the
wame event, no matter how good,:
gets boring for vveryone,” Wotta, -
sald. .

Career chaices

A fun job? You b#t. Even for
the Watts' three nonn; Christo-
pher, Nicholas and Michas! - alt
who sitand the University of
Mizhigan.

Mike and Sandra sre certnin
their careers have been fun for
the hida. Sure, there were timcs
they didn't get to bed on time.
But they surs met plenty of
stan,

“One of the neat things shout
this eareer {n that I got Lo be part
of n major concert scenc before -
people figured out how to do it. '
We kind of invented how ta do
things as wa went along - vut of
necessity.

“At the timo 1 started - with :
Traffie, Duke Ellingtan, Jethro
Tull, Rod Stewart, Neil Dia-
mond, Tom Potty and the Henrt-
breakers and evon Garth Brooky |
— it was a great time in music. .
And ticket prices were reunan-
able, Thore wasn’t any cable

In their living room, $nndra
and Michael Watts proudly dis-
play a framed Journey platinum
album - given to them by the
band.

*When I go to do a group like
the Rolling Stonra - yeah, | wos
excited. But otherwise 1 was ton
busy.”
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