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‘Wﬂd Wild West’ offers c001 summer fun

DY J 0N KATZ

+ Momo to Hollywood: Thanks,
ynu can atoj
Aftor "'l‘i:u Avcngoru,' “The
+ Mod 8quad,” “My Favorite Mar-
rtian® and too many other disap-
:pointing attempts to resurrect
< Baby Boomer TV on the big
- screen, thoy've finally made ene
‘that does what it should do.
{*Wild Wild Woat* pays respect-
“ ful homago to the ariginal series
- whilo using tho oxpanded for-
- mat to ite fullest.
“The Wild Wild Weat,” vas a
“hit an CBS from 10415-1960, Ita

Civil War America gavo us
Robort Conrad aa dashing
Secret Service Agent James
West and the late Rosw Martin
as his partner and maater of
disguies, Artemua Gordon. Thelr
weekly exploita inciudod dinboli-
cal villains, Conrad's boro-cheat-
ed brawls and lif tt

partnora when wo meot them,
In fact, Gordon's not cven a man

when wo meet them (maater of

disguise, remembor?) They are
thrown togother by Preaident
Grant to bring dibolica) villain
Dr. Arlisa Lovaless to justice,
Lovoloss is Bhakespoarean actor

gad-
gets from some 10th cunmry
Shamper Imnage.

In this Qll)n milllnn varllnn,
Will 8mith (“Men in Black™) is
West and Kevin Kline (*In &
Qut®) is Gerdon. They are “The
0Odd Couple on the Lone
Prairie”

As a doparture from lhu v

.Juloa Verne-ish look at poat-

show, Weat and Gordon are not

Ki th B; h wha}llnfnu the
ranks of Vivien Loigh, Potor
Sollors and Kate Winalot as
Britishers who play Americans
better than Amoricans.

‘The plot is simplo: wheolchair-
hound Dr. Lovelesa has kid-
napped our best gcientiets and
will deatroy the Unitod Statos
unless we give him...the United
Statos. It seems ho's a bit
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teuvod at loaing “a lung, spleen,
ladder, 35 feot of amall intea.
tine and the ability to ropro-
duce, all in the nomo of the
South.” Actually, he pluns to
keep anly tho Rocky Meuntain
Statea for himaelf, returning tho
rost to their original ownors
{“Groat Britaln geta back all 13
volonies, excopt Manhattan.”)
Will 8niith parlays Conrad's
Weat, Indiana Jonea and a lot of

. Eddie Murphy into his swoeh-

buckling special sgont. And he
geta to buckle a lot of swashes;
there's a rather large body count
in “Wild Wild West,” but nothing
to keop the older kida home
over.

Smith breaks no now ground
for himaolf nu an actor. lnatoad,
he usos his familiar chariama
and humor to have a good time
and give the viewor tho same,
He'e a fino fit as tho “dark
atranger” whoso theory is “shoot
first, shoot secend, shoot third
and when everyono's dead, tey
to ask a queation or two."”

Klino sooma lesa comfortable
aa Artie; maybo it's those buck-
wheat-filled breasta ho aporta in
his firat acono. Which brings us
to Snlma Hayek, who noeds no
auch holp at all from Wardrobo,
thank you. Our Indy-in-distresa
has little to do but broathe
heavily and r bor which

Wost-admiring linca go whan
(*Ho's impotuous.., he's 80 coura-
goous...ho's so graceful.”)

‘The film's biggest stara aro
*The Wanderor,” n high-tech
train with trap doors, sliding
mirrors and such; and Lovoless’
ultimute weapon, nn 80-foot-
tal), oight-logged erector sot
called Turantula.

The signature sopia-tone
oponing, thomo munic and
tongue-in-check all have beon
rotained from the TV show.
Under Barry Sonnenfold's car-
ing and inventive direction,
“Wild Wild West” offere a lot of
cool fun.

COMING ATTRACTIONS
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Adventure: Rita Escobar (Salma Hayek) and James West (Will Smtth) starin “Wild
Wild West,” a fast-paced adventure sparkling with comedy, action and fantasy.

Scheduled to opon Friday, July 16

“EVES WIDE ST

Story of Joalousy ond sexual obsession,
Store Tom Cruise, Nicola Kidman.

SLAKE PLACID®

A sclontist, a gome warden, o shelf!
and an eccentsic mythology profossor
conyotge noas 0 remote 1ake in Malno
10 investigate a gruesome (alality, Their
adventuro, lacad with humos and terior,
1oads ta a ehocking secrat beneath the
onything but placid waters. Stara Brid-
get Fonda, BIIl Pullmen, Ollver Platt.

*THE BLAIR WTTCH PROJECT®

Hotror flm sbout thros college atu-
dents, who [n 1894 hired into Mary-
land’s Black Hills Forest 1o shoot B doc-
umentary about a locat legend, and
wora never hoard from agaln. Stess
Heather Donahue, Joshua Leonard,

"THE WOOD"*

Comedy of three childhood friends romi-
alscing aboul yeats gone by the even of
thelr trierd's wodding. Stars Omar Epps,
Taye Digga, Riohard T, Jonos.

Schodulod to open Friday, July 23

*OROP DEAD GORQROUS®

Comedy about & small town's obsassion
with ite teenago boauty contest. Stara
Kirstio Alley, Erten Barkin, Kirsten
Dunat.

"TWISR UPON A YEATEROAY*

Exclusively 8l tha Landmaik Mapte
Theatre, A fotlorn lover In Londor: gats
the chanca of u lifetimo Lo turn back

the clock and relive a that

to opon Aug. 11

went wrong with 8 previous glrfriend.
Stars Douglas Henshall, tena Hoadey,
Mok Steong, Charlotte Coleman,
Penolope Cruz,

Scheduled to open Friday, July 30

SDEEP BLUE BTA"

Qroup of resoarchers working on a cure
for cancer using materials from genetl-
cally enhanced sharka becomes strand-
ed on a damagod and sinking masine
tesearch facliity. Thero, ihay are mon-
Bcad by the shorks Lhey have croated,
which now suricund them with deadly
Intont. Stars Samuel Jackson.

Schedula to open Friday, Avg. 8

*IN YOO bRs*

A police dotective goes deop undorcov:
©or (o gel a rotorious gangster, But In
his quest, s flghs losing himsolt. Stars
Omar Epps.

“NEXT TO YOU*

A toecnage girt and boy wha have giown
UP NBXT GOOF 10 ONG Bnother hava nover
made a love connectlon, But when long:
ima frionds and neighbors gather for
thslr high schoot’s centennlal celebra
Lion, they reatize Lhay wote moant for
each othor all along. Stats Melissa Joan
Hurt and Staphen Colllns.

Tale of 8 M who sats up a fights In
which yowsg men are poired off in
bloody, no-holds barred bouts that con-
tinue untl one dropa. Stars Brad Fitt,

“THE IRON QATT*

A glant metat machine falls 1o Earth in
1958 and frightons the roslidents of a
small town [n Malne, until it betrlends a
Dyear-old boy named Hogarth, Animat.
ad toature.

“WRITK ROYS*

A funny, honest and searing look at
whito wanna-be gangstas in the heart-
land, end at Ametlcn’s youth struggling
to find theie placo In n multl-cuttural
socloty. Stars Danny Hoch who also
wrote the screonplay with direclor Mose
Levin, Richard Steatton and Garth Bol
con.

10 open Friday, Aug. 13

“BROKIDOWN PALACE®

Two high schoot gitla set off on a droam
1r1p 10 Thailand following thelr gradua-
tlon. Tha dresm turns to a nightmare
when thoy aro accused of drug traffick.
ing andt sentenced to 33 years in a Thai
prison until an expattlate Amarican
lawyet comes to Lheir ald. Stars Claire
Daines.

Schedulod to open Fitday, Aug. 20

“MICKEY BLUZ RYIS®

Romantlc comedy about an English art
doatar in New York who falia in love
with the daughter of a Mafia boss. To
win hor hand, ho embarks on & mission
to thwart the Mob, but quickly finds
himseif tsundoring mooey and mas-
querading 4 the notorlous mobster
“Mickey biue Eyes. * Stars Hugh Grant,
James Casn.

MK MoxTevIox 3000
Drama: Brad Pitt (left) and Edward Norton in « scene from “Fight Club” scheduled
to oper: Friday, Aug. 6 at metro Detroit movie theaters.
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