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& Nyono who usas 1-275 for thelr

inotning commutes ho.dld toke note of
tho intest exlt closure at the Seven AMite
Road lnterchange.

Storting this wookend, motorists who
normally uso the Sovon Milo Road exit
from gouthboumd 1275 wlil neod to ute
althier the Elght Mils or Slx Mile cxits a3
sltemative routes for the next 10 or 12
doys.

Contrautors were expoctod 1o begln
construction Ssturday {yoatordy) on the
Soven Milo exit eamp from southbound |-
275 and tha ontrance ramp from Seven
Mils onlo southbound |-275, eccording ta
Robin Pannecouk, spokespersaa fof o
Michigan Departmont of Transportotion,

©Once the Soven Mile ramps we com-
pleted, northbound and southbound traf
fic (s expecied to bo £rosseo back over
to the newly paved southbound )-275 £ide
ln (ate July. A1 thet timé, the ramp from
westbound 1698 10 southbound 127543
cxpocted to be opened,

. No cressover date has boon estad-
lighed, Pannocovk said. *Thoy st have a
fot of paving 10 ¢0,” PDanocouk seid.

Councll meets: Proposals
to develop the Eleven
Pines property into a golf
course and residential set-
ting are on the Farming-
ton Hills City Council
agenda. Meetings staris
at 7:30 p.m.

av

Schoel board: Farmington
Board of Education is
expected to fill several
administration spots dur-
ing tonight’s meeting at
7:30 p.m.

Playscape
on hold
until Aug.

Children and adulis alike will have
to wait a little longer for the Kids
World PlayScape because of rainy
weather and delays in getting
materials,

By TiM SMITH
BTAFF WRITER
tsmithPoe iomocomm.net

of Farmington's much-antic-
ipated Kids World
\ PloyScape from the original
late-June target date to the
3 first week of August.
But, said Amie Campbell,
city councilman and member
awassce Park project still
are expected to be completed between now and
next weekend — providing kids with maoy sum-
Plense sce PLAYSCAPE, A6
C 1 t 1 ].
BY LARRY O'CONNOR
A House bill would wipe out ordinances — like
one in Farmington Hills regulating oil drilling -
congidered more restrictive than what the state
allows, .
‘The bill is a-bust, suy Farmington Hills City
Council members who draft and enact local ordi-
nances. They want the legislation scrapped.

Unforeseen delays are pushing back the debut
of the playscope committee,
final stages of the Shi-

STAFY WHITER

loconnor@oe.borzocomm.net

Mecanwhile, state House representatives say
they're trying to fine tune the measure, which is
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Lasga job: Faﬁzdngwn Hilis resident Norman Howard is busy hiring workers for

the new Greektown Casino in Detroit.

| - Dice
Hills man deals with casino jobs

BY DIANE CALE ANDIEASS,
HPECIAL WAITCR

Farnlinxtdn iille resident Norman Howard

leaves notaing to chance in bis job as Grocktown
Casino vice-prosidimt of human resourcer, which

includes hiring sveryoae from oty couaters to!

i Vhen l.hc 62-9;;2}-9‘1'6 Ford Motor Comppay
rch:é atarted work April 26, he i;fega\n developing
2 clear vision about his role nd how he pluns Lo

hire coin room. and wordrobe managery; dealers;
A ers;

olot attendun! ete; engineers in charge of uire
conditioning; pit busses responsible for table
games; and seamsiresses overlooking ueiforms
wora by most of 1,600 people hired for the tempo-
rary casine adjoined to Trapper's Alley in Greels

Srery Pa00 DY BAL Bern T
role

2003 nnd these employees work there.

Moust of the rpplicants are frow the metro
Detroit area and sowe from outatate cities. How-
ever, one of the commitraents of the casino is to
have 51 percent of exnployees from Detroit.

Average ies fre about $26,000.

Employeea must be 21 0 work o the casine and -
iho hest gualification, Howand zaid, s a lot of
sathusinemn,

*(We want) people who will give that extra effort
to provide great customer gervice s0 that people
who walk wey from Greektown Casive will be
delighted with the expesienca and will come back
2goin,” Howard said.

Free training will be provided to all eroployces.

Anyone iaterested jn o Greektown Casino job”

chould call the wll free job hotline at 888-777-

town.
fel Flcure ooe CABING, A5

The permarent casino is cxpected to open in

designed to thwart locally-enacted laws like liv-

Ei Obrit\rxvuiic'nw Please see BULL, AL
B Crogaword,
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Building permits
on the rise in city

By TLs SMITH L Tyt
STASY Wi ] FARMINGTCN
il . tamith@oe hiomecomm.net

Economic times are good and Farm-
ington homeowners want to take the
Awerican Pream to the next level, But
then, they decide moving to Northville
or Novi is too pricey and opt to reno-
vate or add on to their current homes.

That kind of scenario, as explained
by Jeff Dompierre of AJ. Dompierre
and Sons Construction in Farmington,
is one of the factors why the aumber of
building permits in the city went up
about 30 percent from fiscal year 1997-
98 to fisca) yeur 1998-99.

The number of permits jumped from

223-t0-292, with the value of resulting
projects totaling about $5.7 miltion,
said Farmington Director of Public
Services Kevin Gushman. A year-end
unalysis of building permits will be
discussed during the city council’s next
mecting, 8 p.m. Monday, Aug. 2. at
city hall.

“There's a lot of peopte doing home
improvement work,” Gushman said,
Jisting everything from putting up
vinyl siding to building a buckyurd
deck. “The ccunomy is good right now

Plense sce PERMITS, A4

Tireless
volunieer
earns his due

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
BTAFF WRITER

STAFF PHOTO 0T BIL BIZSIER
Crane lane: New home construction in Farmington accounted for
an increase in building permits.

When Robert Choppell rode in the Farm.
ington Founders Festival Parade waving at
onlookers, it was a big chunge for the man
who prefers working behind the scenes.

“It's a different change of lifestylo for me
knowing people care about the work that
I've done,” i said, adding that he hopes it
proropls wore people to volunteer,

Chappell,  longtime voiunteer with o
varicty of community grovps, was recently
nomed Farmington Hills Volunteer of the
Year,

Kennel’s neighbors howl
over barking dogs, odor

He works behind the scenes by cooking By LARRY O'CONNOR B ‘l knew th 1 th: and
meals ot the Masonic Temple, sclling  STAFF Wanze w there was a kennel there
Y ot the Farmi o Founders 1 Goeh t 1 expocted a little barking. But not 24-

Festival, organizing fupd-raising for the
Goodfellows and is also involved with fund-
raising for the Shrinera and with deliveri
meule for Focus:HOPE and Meals on
Wheels,

‘As part of the Shriners, he helped put
together a mobile trailer with a motorized
barbeque and cooks for Jodge gelf outings,
special parties ond fund-raisers. Following
the Founders Fostival parade, he puts on
an “afterglow” for Shriners who march in

. Pleaso soc VOLUMTEER, A7

Dogs bark and they do something else, which has
ighbora of a Farmi ills kennel growling.

What's worse, say those who live near Waldeslust
Kennels on Orchard Lake Road, is what they not only
bear but amell.

*“It is 60 bad we have to close the windows when
we're cooking so we don't throw up,” said Kelly Sue
Davis, who lives 400 feet from the kennel on Randall
Street.

Davis has a petition with 35 signatures on her street
upset with the kennel’s aroma and noise. Stench from
droppings also draws flics, she said,

‘Waldeslust owners say barking dogs are a byproduct
of their busincss nod they do everything to alloviate

7, (24 hours, sevan days) not all hours
of the night.’

Kelly Sue Davis

—neighbor

woman's son, Tom McCoy, o ticket for disturbing the
peace July 7. He's set to appear at 2 p.m. Monday, Aug.
2, in 47th District Court.

William McCoy, a U.S. serviceman, met Erna in Ger-
many during World War L They moarried and moved
to the Detroit arca where Willium was a Detroit police
officer.

y ! " the foul odor - including the use of lime ~ from drop- Inspired by a love for German Shepherds, the couple
pings. Besides, the 73-yeor-old owner Erna McCoy opencd Waldeslust Keanel. The McCuys bred aumer-
| adds, the kennel wan there first. Waldeslust opened in  ous shepherds and have won awards, including o
19561, . ) . ) Grand Viclor. . BTATY PHoTo 87 Bull Bisex
p “They're not going to get rid of us,” Erna said. Puppy chow: Thomas McCoy feeds a lit-
qik Oun July 7, Farmington Hills police issued the Plouse soc KENNEL, A6 or of pups.
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