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When Ara Topouzian was in
school he played a cornet. He fig-
ured playing in the band was
Jjust something he'd do until he
graduated.

But he hadn't figured on
falling in love with the music of
hia Armenian heritage,

He had gono to ethnic canven-
tions and festivals with his pars
onts and his older brother played
the oud {(similar to n jute), but it
was-the sound of a 75-string;
zither-like instrument called a
kanun that drew him tn bccnmo!
a professional musician,

“That was an instrumont I
loved ond it was not commen in.
Armeninn music, more common
in Middle Eastern, belly dance
music,” he said. “The sound is
just such a beautiful sound, I foll
in love with it.”

Topouzian of Bloomfield Hills
taught himself to play and began
to make the usual rounds of wed-
dings and church affairs, But he
found that he had to record to
get his name known, That led to
the formation of American
Recording Productiona in Farm-
ington Hills.

The company’s first project
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was finding some old 78s of
Armenian music, cleaning up the
sound and recording on cas-
settes,

Today, the company records
five new albums a year.

“I did it out of necessity, [ was
playing in a band and I needed
recordings to sell,” Topouzian
said. 1 was going to scheol, not
thinking of making this a
carcer,”

Ono of the company’s flzst pro-
jecta was "For the Children of
Armenin,” recorded as o benefit
for a pre-natal clinic in Armenin,
which raised $20,000 for the
cause,

Since the founding the record-
ing company, interest in world
music has exploded.

“World music has been
revived,” Topouzian said. “I was
dead in the ‘80s. You saw Irish,
Spanish, German, but not Mid-
dle Eastern or Armenian. Now
music from Greece, Porsia, all
very popular, The market is get-
ting saturated.”

The recent Gypsy Caravan,
which made a stop at Ann
Arbor's Hill Auditorium, fea-
tured' Eastern European music
related to the Middle Eastern
and Armenion musie recorded by
‘Topouzian. The tour drew a lot

of publicity.

A Middle Eastern band,
according to Topouzian, will usu-
ally include a clarinet, oud (a
lute type instrument), dumbeg (a
porcussion instrument) and
kanun. The sound is fast, rhyth-
mic, sensunl and, often, quite
complex and layered.

Topouzian said he i{sn't inter-
osted in recording the best
known names In the music, but
those who play the regular wed-
ding and festival circuit.

“I've mado it a point to record
friends, talented Armenian and
Middle Eastern musicians that
‘haven't been heard. I want to go
after the music that iso't as well
known,” he said.

His most recent project ia
“Cafo Makam," a recording of
Middle Eastern belly dance
music, The title combines the
idens of coffee house and musical
acnles (makam), a referance to
the different acales used in Mid-
dle Eastern music.

Another new company release
features the music of oud player
and vocalist Chick Ganimian.

ARP records are available at
Tower and other major record
stores, The company also has a
Web sito at www.arpmusic.com
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Muslcian: Ara Topouzian plays a 75-string zither-like instrument called a kanun.

Want to publicize an arta
event, or know a talented local
artist who descrves recognition?
It's news that belongs in Art
Beat. N

Send information to Art Beat,
Eceentric Newspapers, 805 E.
Maple, Birmingham, MI 48009,
fax (248) 644-1314.

Or send e-mail to: fproven-
2ano@oe.homecomm.ned

CURATOR NAMED
Joeliene Magoto has been
named curator of education at
Cranbrook Art Muscum.
Magoto's responsibilities
include developing and adminia-
tering educational ‘o

tion” opena this Sunday, July 25
and runs through November 7.
EVERETT ARTIST OF MONTH

The paintings and greotings
cards of Pat Everett will bo on
exhibit through July at the
POSA Gallery, S8ummit Mall in
Waterford.

For more information, call
2242) 883-8779 or (248) 338-
SUMMER CLASSES

The Birmingham Bloomfield
Art Center offers nearly 40 class-
e for children and teens.

Among the classes is “A Fenst
F‘c‘x; ?nur Eyes!,” which provides

aupplement tho museum's
exhibits. '

Before arriving at Cranbrook,
Magoto served as executive
directar of the Old Jail Art Cen-
ter in Albany, Texoa. She also
taught studio art clagses and
served as dircctor of the art
gallery at Clarion University in
Pennsylvania.
WOMEN ARTISTS AT DIA

The Detroit Institute of Arta
“Where the Girls Are: Printa By
women from the DIA's Collec-
tion” will be on view through
Sept. 26 in the Schwartz Graphic
Arta Galleries, N

The prints explore the tcc'hni~

in grader 1-3 an exer-
cise of warking with papier.
maché, foam, fabric, paint and
clay in creating their interpreta-
tion of a full-course meal.

Othaer classes include photog-
raphy, drawing, ceramics and
beginning drama.

BBAC is located at 1516 S.
Cranbrook. For information. call
(248) 644-0866, Ext, 102.
COWSZRVATORY RECEIVES FUMDS

FAR Conservatory of Thera-
peutic and Performing Arts has
received $20,660 from United
Way Community Services,

Tho funds will be used in
1993-2000 for creative arts ther-
apy, 2m'ts instruction, athletic

cal of
from the 1880s through the 20th
century.

A related exhibit, “Whero the
Girls Are: Photographs by
Women from the DIA’s Collec-

and leisure services for

children and adults with mental

and physical challenges.

ABT & WSU COLLABORATION
Dance students in the Ameri-

can Ballet Theatre and Wayne
State University's four-weok
instruction program will hold
two performances 12:30 and 3
p.m. Friday, July 28, at the
Detroit Opera House.

The concert is open to the pub-
lic. Donations will be accepted.

The collaboration, now in ita
second year, provides intermedi-
ate to advanced dance training
to students age 13-18.

For information, call (313)
237-3416.

NEW DEPARTMENT HEAD

Under the direction of newly
named department head and
renown coramic artist Paul
Young, the Birmingham Bloom-
field Art Center is expanding to
include six new teachers and 20
additional classes.

In total, the ceramics depart-
ment includes eight teachers,
including Carolyn Court, Kniser
Suidan, David McGee, Sandra
Belchar, Mike Magoto and Tlham
Mahfouz,

BBAC is located ot 1516 S.
Cranbrook. For information, call
(248) 644-0866.

YAN GOGH FACES .

“Van Gogh: Face to Face” will
be on exhibit at the Detroit Insti-
tute of Arts, March 12 to June 4,
2000.

The exhibit includes 50 paint-
ings and drawings from interna-
tional public and private collec-
tions,

After the DIA showing, the

exhibit will travel to the Mus
um of Fine Arts in Boston, then
to the Philadelphia Museum of
Art.

DIANA ROSS AT ORCHESTRA HALL

Legendary singer and former
Motown atar Diana Ress will
perform with the Detroit Sym-
phony Orchestra on Friday,
Sept. 17.

The concert at Qrchestra Hall,
entitled “Classic Legends: Open-
ing for a New Millennium,” will
also fenture conductor Neeme
Jarvi and pianist Ivo Pogorelich,

For information, call (313)
576-5145.

WRITERS' RETREAY

The first annual Walloon Writ-
era' Retreat welcomes writers
and poets to attend workshops,

1 and panel di: i
held at Michigania on Walloon
Lake, Scpt. 30 to Oct, 2.

The retreat is produced by
Springfed Arts, a non-profit
arganization dedicated to pro-
mating the craft of writing.

Michiganin, a coliection of
cabins on 375 acres, is owned
and operated by the Alumni
Associntion of the University of
Michigan.

Instructors include Joyee May-
nard, Michae! Moor, Rosemary
Daniell, Alicia Ostriker, Ben
Hamper, M.L. Licbler, Larry
Smith and Keith Taylor.

For more information, call
John Lamb at (248) 589-3913 or
visit this Web page: www.
springfed.org
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1t’s her job to keep you Informed
every Sunday and Thursday about
what’s happening right where you

Perhaps you have a story that
would fit right Into one of these
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sections, Mary would like to hear about it.
There are four ways you can reach her:
1. e-mail her.(great!).
2. FAX her (also great!),
3. We like regutar mail, too.
4, Phone her (if you don’t mind voice

One way or another, Mary will be glad to
hear from you.
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THEATRICAL

T THEPLAIN DZALLE, CLLVILAND

ESCAPF] Take the time

to ook your tickets now.

... Summers fly by and tickets
~ “go fast. Catl for your free

Step Back in Time
Sanilac County
Historical Museum
228 S. Ridge, Port Sanilac
810-622-9946

> 1857 Victorian Mansion-furnished 1
in period ;

Dairy Shrine & Carringe Barn
with exhibits

Turn-of-the-century Genernl
Store - toys & candy

Beautiful gardens, and 150-year-old log cabin
Enjoy the day in our [riendly harbor village
Adults admission: $5 Scniors: $4.50 Kids: $2
Open Tuesday thru Sunday 11 aum.-4 p.m.
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Come see us in Port Sanilac
Just a Sunday drive away
‘Where M46 meets M25

@bserver & Ereentric
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N omelown
SAVINGS GARD PROGRAM

Subscribe or renew to your hometown newspaper and save on
purchases from local merchants! Watch for more exciting details ...
7O SUBSCRIBE, CALL 734-531-0500 IN WAYNE COUNTY or 248-301-4716 IN OAKLAND COUNTY

Attention Business Owners: It's easy to participate in this traffic-building promotion!
Call 734-953-2153 in Wayne Counly or 248-901-2500 in Oakland County and join the fun!
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