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Dedicated Vo].unteers work to restore Wayne Theatre:

Few things in
life can evoke a
feeling of desoln-
tion like an
abandoned the-
ater. Perhaps
because it's not
difficult to imag-
ine a time when
the marquee
gleamed, town
folk gathered,
and memories of
a lifetime were
formed.

Sometimes I can quell that
awful tumbleweed turmoil by
reminding myself of the many
succesaful renovations of aging
theaters that have ushered In
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exciting new eras as perfor-
mance and cultural centers. Of
course, with ample financisl
backing, any old lonesome
prairie can be turned into a glit-
tering entertainment district.
From the high-profile renova-
tions of the Fox Theatre and
Gem Theatre — to the communf-
ty-based plans for such venues
as the Civic in Parmington —
success hinges on a d

or have an )

dnu witha wreckmg ball.
At the risk of sounding like
tabloid TV or one of thusc best-

it became the first movie house
with sound in a stretch from
Detroit to Jackson, according to
Bob Welch, one of the passionate

b of o volunteer organi-

seller of the t self-help

boo! re are fascineting sto-

ries that fuel every restoration

project. It is & case of “Theatres.

. » and the peop! le who Jove them
too much.” You'll see that kind of

devotion in the n:nwn!ion effort

blend of vision, dedication and
funding.

Major obstacle

But, more often than not,
available cash is the major
obstacle, As o result, theaters
become dry cleaning outlets or
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giving students new skills,
although some kids do become
professiona] actors.”

Participating in theater, More-
house belicves, helpa children
learn to work together as a team,
improves sclf confidence, ond
helpa them speak clearly before
an audience.

On Monday nights, the stu-
dents showcase what they
learned in classes that weck by
performing for family and
friends.

The senior divisfon concen-

trates more on acting then the
junior division, All of the stu-
dents work with & dance instruc-
tor to learn how to move on
stage,
“I love the fact that we do
nothing but concentrate on the-
ater during this time,” said
Morehouse who has tought
English at Cranbrook Kingewood
Uppor Schoo) for the past 13
years, and is a member of the St,
Dunstan’s Theatre Guild of
Cranbrook,

“The students can focun nnd

J ize something
Most of us are doing this becsuse
we love theater,” said Morchouse.

John Rutherford is producing
“Qur Town" and is head of the
senior division, “Everyone has a
part, we work together aa a
team,” he anid. “This is my
uighzh summer, I teach theater
at Warren Fitzgerald High
Bchool. The summer program
draws students from many com-

munities and varied back-
grounda. We're all working
together to do one thing, puton a
play, It breaks down barriers and
boundaries, Students jmprove
their octing ekills, and become
mare tolerant of others, Each
year presents new challenges
and accomplishments, we try to
work on weakncsses and move
students to areas that are less
comfortable to them.” .

In college, Gretchen Alcmndrn
played the part of Emily 3n “Our
Town.”

“] have wonderful memories,”
oaid Alexandra who ia directing
the Cranbrook Theatre School,
senior division, production of the
play at the outdoor Greek The-
atre.

“I enjoy Beeing the plny come
to life,” she said. *I love having
the chance to work in !heater It
is my passion and love.”

A language arts teacher,
Alexandra, who is ass}stant
director of the senior dif isfon,
enjoys watching the ntudenu
grow. “The kids choose®to be
here,” she sald. “It teaches them
how to focus, to work together os
a group and meet deadli

ofa ter in an
edition of Detroit Public TV's
BACKSTAGE PASS, airing at
7:30 p.m., Snndny,J\xly 25,

‘The Wayne Theatre dntes back
to the 1920s, when it served as a
showplace for vaudeville peor-
formers and film shorts, When
the silent movie era had paseed,

zation intent on renovation.

Vistuaily unused for decades,
the dream of turning the Michi-
gan Avenue structure into a cul-
tural center is kept alive by an
annua) fund-raiser. Pittingly, it's
a hounted houss that thrives on
performance rather than gore
and specinl effects.

“I would love to bring in
$60,000 from our haunted the-
atre show, but competitors with
advertising dollars ere making it
difficult to raise the support that
we have in the past. Our show is

different than others because it’s
more theatrical and family on-
cnted,” says Welch.

One thing that makes the vol-
untcer effort 8o noble is that
there are no expectations that
the Wayne will someday be a
buge profit center.

Performing arts center

“My dream is that we can pro-
vide a performing arts center
that can be used by the many
colleges and high schools in the
arca. In addition to staging high
quality productions, it could also
be a venuc for the visual arts,”
says Welch.

He adds that granta are being

sought to move the project along.
Volunteers and fund-raisers cap
only take you so far.

It's easy to root for the folkp
who have worked to create g
future for the Woyne Thentre.

“Sadly, Detroit architecture
tends to be disposable. With so
much work that remains to be
done, the dedication of the mem-
bers of the organization to
restere the Wayne is admirablis”
says Lex Kuhne, who hosts the
BACKSTAGE PASS lcgmenz
about the theater.

Ita destiny may not be as &
money machine or 8 money pig.
A niche as a center where young
artists can develop ond ehowcase
their talent would be just fine.
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They learn how to presentthem-
sclves well in front of pkople,
Any kid would hnnoﬁ'from
being here,

"A lot nl‘ the kids grogunlu
from the program and come back
t;u-a”:h. and help, It's nice to sce

at,
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Look for Taste

every Sunday

The Institute of Scienca is the I'lm US. venue for
SCREAM MACNINES THE SCIENGE OF ROLLER COASTERS.
15 0 handson, Bodieson chanca o loke o wild rida through wcient that ranges from physes o physiology 1o the piychology of thaill seeking,

Celebrela Fridey Mights ot Cranbrook Laysste of Scaaco end Ant Musaum) Extendad Bours wati 10 pm and discounied jint odmislon on

fridoys through Avgust 13,

1271 Korth Woodward Avenes, Blocenliehd itls, NI 48303.0801 e tiles poxth of downigwn Firmiaghom

for bours and edmirsion coll (1ol free)

1-877-G0-CRANBraok (1-877-462-7262) wwwetranbmok.sdy

TS TRMIGHTRMUR ERVOURSER EAMY

Iaogh Sopombe § T e

the poblc Sapbomiber 7 = Oriober 14, WY ot vl s of budiong ronevatons ond aew xb1 intaletea.
Boore Nadres an e1kS4 prode o Iy dhe Dure Lers iy

DISCOUNTS AND ¥

EDUCATION PROGRAMS
AVAILABLE{

248 645.3210

SUMMER

Mackmac Island’s

fm/{y 7/¢/faiﬂﬁ/

B Ao Ae o b Aot ek A e de ke bk bode Bk Jeob B bbbt ek B g bk b g
J: s DANGE » MUSIC + LITERATURE + DRAMA + VISUAL ARTS = DANCE * MUSIC » LITERATURE - %
1999 ] %

Birminghan ¢ Bloomfield ,‘1.(

Cultural Arts Award %

Nomination Form ’5

%

T (we) nominate the following as the person who has done the *

most o furcher the arts in the Birmingham-Bloomfield area: };

(Beverly Hills, Bingham Farms, Birmingham, Bloomfield €

Hills, Bloomfield Township, Franklin} :'

Name of your nominee: 4

I

Address: I

City & Zip Code: Et

7 . . €
ol Telephon T

. Please submit on an attached, type-written sheet the
reasons for your nomination. The strength and quality
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ﬁ‘, of your nomination is very important to the jury. 1
/ x
" Submitted by: ‘n
’ R
:.: Your Address: i
}'[ Your City & Zip Code: };
:, Your daytime telephone: }:
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" Send nomination form to: %:
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The Birmingham-Bloomficld Cultural Arts Award
Cultural Council of Birmingham/Bloomfield

P.O. Box 465
Birmingham, MI 48012

Nominations are due by July 31, 1999

.

i

S

This award is sponsored by

The Cultural Council of Birmingham/Bloomfield.
The Community House. The Bivmingham-Bloomfield Art Center
and The Eccentric Newspapers.
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