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Example: Todd Lipa, supervi:
sor of yout{:zprograms, intro- |

Kinchen during
a luncheon during which the
The Farmington Hills/Farm-
ingion Community Founda-
tion presented a check to sup-
port afterschool programs.’
Kinchen participated in the
programs when he was
younger. For a story and pho-
tos, turn to page AS.
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Progress: A 10-year-old
Farmington Hills boy
with cerebral palsy can
finally contmunicate with
his family thanks to new
computer technology. /Bl

Diamond dandles: The 14-
year-old NFWB Cobras
are World Series champi-
ons after winning the
USSSA baseball tourna-
ment Sunday in Sterling
Heights./C1
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Her death
tells a story

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFF WRITER
toconnarGos.homocomm.not

Laurette Lewis Jikely died next to the
man whose required care from a debilitat-
ing discase consumed ner living hours,
nuthorities say.

A noighbor found Lewis, 48, dead in her
room at the Park Motel in Farmington
Hills Sunday. She wos found laying next to
her husband, Jim, who is bed-ridden with
muitiple sclerosia and couldn’t get help.

Cause of death has not been determined,
though she puffered from kidney problema,

BY TiM SMITH
STAF? WRITER
tsmith@os.homecomin.not
Signa are starting to emerge about

the pending shutdown of the downtown
]

improvement

The downtown Farmington Community Library
branch will be closed in August to make way for
improvements under a $11.7 millien library mil-
lage election last year. :

Farmington branch of the Farmington
Community Library.

“No Donations Accepted,” reads a

hand-printed sign taped to arn exterior
door. One wall of the reforencs acction

is devoid of shelves and books. Squzres
of carpet are misaing, rovealing old
gluo and tile.

“And 30 carta of our books are over
there (at the Farmingten Hills branch
on 12 Mile) draped with plastic,” aaid
MariTlyn Smith, hend librarian of the
Farmington branch.

Both branches aro siated for exten-
give renovations, paid for out of returns
from n successful $11.7 million library
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library

rillage eloctior. lnst Septewmber. OF
that amount, about $1.02 million in
earmarked to improve the 23-yenr id
Fermington branch.

“It's going to be a big project,” Smith
said. “And it is going to be .n inconve-
nience for people If the book they need
ian't here...

“But Auguat is our quictest month
and usually most of our {summer) pro-
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© game of the evening.
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Up firot: Virginia Hampton and Edna Miller play the first

BY DIANE GALE ANDRFASS!
BPECIAL WRITER

Jim Wedell likes to think that the
mishmosh of letters in front of him
looks like a monkey's typing.

Yet like any other regu-
lar Scrabble player he
knows picking lettera
from a bag is the luck of

_ the druw,

“Ninecty percent of the
time you have a bad look-
ing rack,” said Wedel},
adding that the “rack” is
Scrabble lingo for the

casily conjure up 30 point-words
from a monlkey's typing. :
'l'l‘wt kind of expertiso comes from

14 ant P
~programs. The only places you'lh -
over find “ti" and “aiola,” for exam-
ple, are in the dictionary or on a
Scrabblo board. But Serabble play-
+ers know them as great ways to
dump a lot of vowels or to take a

turn without passing.
“It's & good way of kicking the

Players compete with words

rust off the brain,” explained
Wedell, who sells insurance by day
and is in his second year of the
Scrabble club circuit in the
motropolitan Detroit area.

woaden letter stand. 4t Scrabble ployers can .7~
Still Wedell and others Jamss Wedoll. - study these common lists I

who regularly go to Scrab- .+ . and learn other tricks with .

blo clubs in the metropolitan area LeXpert, a computer program <

written by M.G. Ravichan-

dran, who is the husband

of Carol Ravichandran,
.director..nf the _West,
‘ Bluomfield Scrabble
club.

“The best Scrabble
word is the word that wins
the pume,” gaid Carol explaining -
that it's challenging to create a word

" Please sco SCRABBLE, AS .

"It
teaches you to learn the
language better. And it~
teaches you spelling.”

In fact many of the ploy-
cra have memorized all the
two-letter and three-lotter
words in the dictionary.
The renl pros have gone
onto the four- and five-let-
ter words.

] Let's look: :
I:] John Terrell

and Virginia
Hampton have

a dispute over

a word. Carol
Ravichandran
settles it with a

look through B
the book of
accepted scrab-
ble words.

Charter proposals will
face voters in November

By LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFF WRITER
Joconnor@os.homecomm.nnt

The state Attorney General's office
hns mossaged tho ballot language, Now
Farmington Hills voters have until
Nov. 2 to limber up on a serles charter
amendmonta. -

Farmington Hills City Council adopt-
od the atate attorney's recommended
languago changes at Monday's moet-
ing. Tha state Attorney General's office
gives proliminary approval while the
final OK comes from the 9ovnrnur'n
office.

“Thore will be no delay,” raid City
Attorney John Donahie. “Wo should be
getting a letter from the Governor's
office very shortly.”

In its initinl ballot language, the city
went over the 100-word limit on bath

police said. The medical 's office ia
awaiting toxicology reports.
Her death deesn't appear to be suapi-
cious, Farmington Hills police said.
Authorities found an ompty bottle of

Pieaso soo DEATH, A7
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q an of purpose in
a fow instances, City Clerk Kathy Dor-
nan said in a report to council.

The cLl’ty also recoived atate clearance

= FARMINGTON
HILLS

Petitions currently need 15 percent of
the vote in the last election;

® Increcse from one to two years the
period in which city council cvald act tor
amend or ropeal ordinances that were
adopted or rejectad by voter refercn-
dum;

| Allow council to create administra-
tivo departments in addition to those
five created by City Charter;

W Allow relatives of council mem-

. bers, appointees or employeces to be

hired provided that council approves
within 30 days. The City Charter cur-
rently requires council approval before
a relative is hired.

M Roquire a city managerial audit
every 10 years opposed to the current

ding initia-

r
tive and referendum petitions into one -

proposal.

Ballot if approved would:

_ to $10,000 for items and

yoar cycle, and;
W Incrense the amount from $3,000

."-_Heath

By PAT MURPEY-
HTAYY WIUTER

pﬁmrpw.hmmmm‘ml
Owners of Roosevelt's Billiards
.. Bar & Grill in Farmington Hills
said they called county health offi-
_ cinlo about four weeks ago, after an
q‘mployca was dingnn-nd‘ by his

’_ to go through the bid process.

b

p an having hepatit!
| "We_ enoperatod with health
harits

® Increase city council
salaries from $1,800 to $5,000 annually
and the mayor's from $2,700 to $7,500;
B Regpire initintory and referendum
petitions be signed by 10 percont of tha
tctal vote tast in the city for the Secre-

- tary of State in tho provious clection.

¢
audita and bid amounts didn't nced
language rovisions, city officials said.
Hills voters may see yot another bal-
lot question Nov. 2. .
A group opposed to the recontly-

Ploaso soe CHARTER, A7

au’ tely,”
William Gitre, who along with

o Gmerek fre partnors in G &
G Entertainment, Inc,, the parent,
organization of Rocsovelt's Billinrds,
*“Wa thought about dlosing,” he sald,

ith officials say
threat has passed

snid

Still open:
Roosevelt's
co-owner
Duane
Gmerek
talks witk
staff mem-
bers Susan .

(fore-
ground)
and Kelli
Murphy.

B ROOSEVELT'S
BAR & GRILL-

“but health officials sald the danger
hod already passed.” -

Like other counties in southoast *
Michigan, Oakland is iLn l:‘:e gripa of
2 wid 4 outh of b Ry

A. While most of the cases have
boen attributed to infection from
random porson-te-person contact,

P Tense soo TEPRTITE, A10




