Social niceties
get tedious for
harried mom

t wnu one more of thoss stuck at
the uirport stories on July 4. We
B wore to take off at 4 p.m, but we
wore not in the alr until 9:16 p.m.!
When wo renched our destination it
was close to midnight. T epened my
ayed and found my 3-yoar-nld fast
anloep next to mo. I was focling very
groggy and tired. Somehow, I munnged
to get nn my feot and picked up my lit-
tle ano, When I laoked up 1 anw the
lang lins of prasengors to exit tho air-
plane, Both my husband and my son
woro alveady In the lins, The gentle-
man right behind thum realized that 1
belonged with thom and was kind
unnug‘\ to mako space for mo to foin
tho line, I mnnaged a smile and said,
“Thank yau.* 1 looked around. Evory-
ano looked tired and worn out. Some of
us dldn't even want to acknowlodge
that thore were peaplo nround us, The
roat wora fotlewing the socinl norma
and were renrecly managing a smilo,

According to Webster's Now World
Dictinnary, the word *norm® means “A
stundard of conduct that should or
must be followed, A way of behnving
typleal of u cortain group.” Bocial
norms? Why? What are they?

I walked hurriedly Into the
and townrds the copying

library
ine ono

&% A Farmington Hills youth
with cerebral palsy has
found a new way to com-
municate and it has opened
his world, i

BY KATHIE O'DONOHUE
BPECIAL WHRITER

hinagine balng a parent of a yquny
child who {a unable'to communignto
through traditional menns and audden-
ly finding a way, !

‘This hos beon the
oxperionco for Dpnn
and Bteve Roas of
Farmingtan Hills and
thelr 10-year-old son,
Bradloy, highly
impaired an a result
of corabral palpy.
Through a8 now cam-

puter technology
called “Compuplay,” Bradloy {u able to
communicate his neods to hils parents
and caregivers, !

In tho past, Dana Rons duscribes
using a tochnique to communicate with
Bradiey whare she would determine
his needs through a “give me fivu”
procoss of elimination that could bu
cumbursome. Campuplay is offered at
the Dotrolt Institute for Childron in
Dotrolt (DIC) :

Accarding to Monica Choick, publi-
cist for DIC, “Campuplay 18 a cutting-
adge thurnszy affording tho ohildren
(the chunce) to lexrn and to play ln n
‘way they couldn't otherwise. In many
wnya it s a gyvont equallizor: whore thoy
car't partieipate in the clasaroom und
playground, thoy can match their akilla
‘with n computer.” .

A natlonally accrodited program,
!Compuplay 18 part of the Auginontative
“and Alternative Communication prd-
gram of the S8peech and Langunge
« Dopartment at DIC. Certified tenchera
awaess childron 2+18 years of age to
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Hard at work: Bradley Rogs gets help from (left) lead therapist Pat Nizio and Amy Goodman, both
apeech and language pathologists at the Detroit Institute /{)l‘ Children, Compuplay, a new comput-
er technology, allows Bradley, who has cerebral palsy, to communicate with others.

auch au “an adapted joyatick or n volce-
nctivated keypnad with pleturea.”

Thero are many allernative methoda
to *hold" a tool, she explains, “Many
children have rostrictive movements,
and sometimes In thorapy the feot or
the head are used on ewitches. Spmo-
times even eys mavemont can be used
thoreby enabling children with all lov-
els of disability to uso the computor.”
Children and caregivers learr togethor
th'r‘augh Compuplay sessions, and a

dotormine {ndividual noeds for put
or nccoss and programs which promate

day. I had to leave within the noxt
throe minutes for I wanted to be on
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londing library is also avail
ablo, ,

Through Compuplay, Bradloy uses
speclallzod tool ealled a liborator which
Involveu.lumlnu . o

For example, thore is o picture of an
apple he could choose, or an array of
nauna and verhs symbalizing coneroto
or nbstraet cancepts, Dradloy hau a lib-
erator at homo for use a8 well, and the
Rossca have been able to rent and try
out equipment before purchaeing it.
For Compuplay services at DIC a
doctor’s recommendation {a necded.
Choick states, “Half the funding
comon from insurance reimbursement,
but most Medieaid roturns are very
low, Insurance companies often do not
want to cover sorvices for chronic con-
ditlons, For many famllios, b

camputers aro costly, Sometimes famie
Hes can only ufford to comoe (for in-clin-
ic treatmont) but cannot afford a com.
putor at homo.”

Dana Rosa describes Compuplny an
“n vury unique computer class children
with apecial needs can vxplora what
wlll work best with them. Bradloy
started with a tracking ball, and
advanced to a joystick, (Through thu
contor) one can sue what thinge will
work best bofore you go to buy thom.*

Cholck deacribea the DIC as “the bost
kept secrot in Detroit.” Formerly know

has oponed a wholo now world, but
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