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time for my presontation, It was
ane of tho most important pro-

i of my life. I realized
that [ was the eixth person in
$ho line, It would take me a
minuto to copy, So, I must mako
1: to the machine within the
‘fext two minutes if I were to be
om time for the presontation. 1
yonlized that it \vould be impoa-
clble to reach the machine with-
in the next two minutes. I was
éursing myself for being lato
gven though I have a very valid
pepaun, My 3-year-old was down
yith n fover. I gatherod some
cpurage and walked up to the
rst porson on the lino and said,
Siixcuss me, would you mind if I
¢opled before you? I am raally
late for my prescntation.”

- The lady never anawered but
Yoolwd at me with disbelief, Tho
look auggoeted *Get a life! We
hitvo things to do, too!™ I started
walking back to tho end of the
line, feeling shocpish, frustrated
and angry. Tho fact is that sho
wgy anly following a sacial
norm, She was following a stan-
dard of conduct. How was she to
knov: that my child was ill and
that I didn't intond to cut the
line?

. My littlo ono and I wero at the
playground on a beautiful sum-
mer day. Thore was o little boy
#ho wanted to play on tho samo
swing that my daughtor was on.

My daughtor, of course, was not
too plonsed at the prospect,of
loaing hor awing to snothor
child. The boy was crying. I
oXpleducd to my daughter that it

waa impertant to take turns and
that it was only fair that tho lit-
tle boy gota a chance 1o play on
the swing as well. After some
hues and cries, very reluctantly
with tears in her eyes she got off
the swing, The boy's mother
immediately asked him to
“thank” my daughter for giving
him a turn. My daughter contin-
ued to be upset. A fuw minutes
went by, now it was the little
boy’s mom’e turn to locture on
the subjoct of taking turns, She
rande him get off the swing
despito his protests ao that my
daughter could have another
turn, With etill some tears loft
in her oyes my daughter shook
her hoad vehemently and
refuscd to go back to the swing.
The little boy didn’t want the
swing anymore cither. Ha was
upaet for the snme reason as my
daughter, for mnking him got off
the swing when he did no want
to. I folt guilty for ruining my
dnughter’s evening. I am sure
that the little boy's mother fult
the same with regards to her
gon. Now all the four of us woro
unhappy for following a aocial
norm.

Damn the socinl norm! Damn
the soclal decorum! Why ean't
we bo ouraelves? Why do wo
have to follow rules at all times?
I hate the lines and the waiting
wheravar I go, Wo must be free
to do whatever we want whenav-
or we plonse. Who docided that
we muat ba polite to cech other?
Lot the worde “plesse” and
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“thank you” be banished from
our dictionari¢s, I ar sura that §
have alroady wasted n quarter
of my life smiling, thanking and
nodding my ‘head in apprecia-
tion. Still worso, on many occa-
sions if I had had a chance 1
would not have done go,

I picture myself walking into
McDonald’a, No neod to wait in
the ling, I extend my hand with
monoy and yoll out my ordor as
loudly aa 1 copld @o that I could
be heard abova the 10 ather peo-
ple who wore trying to do the
same thing. I jump the line
overywhera, I try to got whorov-
or I nood to aa early as possible
for then I would bave less num-
ber of people to compete with.
Everyday life bocames a battle.
Tho socioty bocomea unkind. 1
find overyone obnoxious, includ-
ing myself! Then, one day wo got
together for a family meoting
and decide to move to the jungle
to live with Tarzan (my daugh-
tor was elated with the idea) for
we couldn't stand the chaotic
socioty anymore. We begin to
live primitively, Wo kick our-
selvos for nat being able to
watch TV, Wo hate our lives and

wo have nowhore to go, Shootl I

gucsa we can't do without the
sactal norms. Like Oascar Wilde

said, "To be in & soclety is mero- .

lynbombutwbeoutofn isg
trogedy.”

Siva Shan has been a Farm-
tngton Hills resident for 11
Yyeais. :

Callers needed

Caring volunteor callors nre
neadoed to provide dnlly Iuln-
phono contact with h
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Speil k out: .Bradlcy Ross works with his therapists to improve communication

akills,
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as the Datroit Orthopedic Clinic
when it began as d charity, DIC
cares for the entire range of dis-
abilities in children with cere-
bral palsy. Cerebral galey usual-
ly occurs at or around the time of
birth whon the oxygen supply is
cut off to the haby's brain and
involves a range of disabilitics
from mild to acvero. Cerebral
palsy io the primary diagnosis of
g\luét of tho children they sce at

A United Way-funded agency,
Cheick adds that DIC “je the
only facility of this kind in
Michigan end incorporates ‘one-
stop' vervices for disabled chil-
dren such as physical and social
work sorvices, .customized

orthotics, vision und dentiatry -

{which ia also available to aib-
lings); and the ordering of spe-
cialized equipment.”

Roas anys about DIC, “When
Bradley was evaluated they saw

n lot of p ial. They really

senior residents of F
and Farmington Hills thraubh
the senior adult division's
friondly phone call program.
Calls are made from your
home, We rlgo welcomo now
clientn who would like the com-
fort that comes with this daily
phone call. Prospective clionts
must live alone and bo able to
roceive calls between 9-10 a.m.
Mondey to Friday. Call 478-
1830 to voluntaer or for more
information.

believe in children." A mere
twenty minute jaunt to down-
town Detroit via the Lodge frec-
way, Bradley has beon going
there for five years,

Dana Ross adds, “Wo are try-
ing to encournge as much indo-
pendence as possible with
Bradley. He has’'nn electric
wheel chair ho operates with a
joystick, Bradloy loves cars and
loves to drive. He likes comput-
ors and uses a truckmg ball or
Joyut:ck. He's good i m math .~ ho

can do things I would noeed a cal-
culator for. He'a vory amart, a
very nice bay. He loves caro and
tagether with Dad, Steve, and
younger brother, Corey, 8, thoy
own a 1872 Oldamobile 442 con-
vertible with which they enter
car shows in the summer.”

On Fndaya, Brndlny pnrtlcl-

People tatk about him inatead of
to him. There i8 8o much igno-
rance oul there I could write a
book,” says Dana Ross,

Bradley is a highly function.
ing child and not montally dis-
ablaed, but his mother lamenta
the fact that all too often
observers make erroncous

patos in

based on Bradley’s

rldlng at Wildwind Equeastrian
in South Lyon, sitting with a
buck rider though his-mom saya
he is able to sit more indepen-
dently than when ho started four
years ago.

Bradloy likes to go on vacation
and has twice participated in an
innovative dolphin therapy pro-
gram pioncered by Dr, David
Nathanson at the Dolphin
Rescarch Center in the Florida
Keys. °“It is mainly used to
improve speech,” according to
Dana. A 28-day long program, it
operates on the concept of posi-
tive reinforcement. For oxample,
whon Bradley made the correct
sound, ho was able to go in the
water or dance with the dol-
phins, His mom said that “he
initially needed a lot of nssis-
tance to hold on to tha dolphin's
dorsal fins, but by the end he
improved a Jot.”

Ross adds, “Tho biggest chal-
lenge (with raising a physically
challenged child) is from out-
giders. They don’t know
Bradley, and they make asaump-
tiona about him that aren't fair,

wheelchair, “Bradley knows
what he wants... he doesn’t miss
a trick, Bradley likes to be chal-
lenged; he can do anything he
wanta to do. It might be difficult
(for him)} but the end result is
the same. I like people who
beliove in him and his abilitics.”

Compuplay is made available
to children through various
fundraisers, including one spon-
sored by a church group in Troy
that loarned about the speech
sugmentation therapy program
and now raises funda to pur-
chape computors for those in
need.

Ono can imagine that the
costa for computer services such
a8 Compuplay are exorbitant,
but the difference such services
make in a child's life are imnoea-
surable when considering that
without thom, a child cannot
communicate. Monica Cheick
posea @ good question to ponder:
*How would you communicate if
you couldn’t speak or point?”
Without a doubt, Comgpuplay has
revalutionized life for the fami-
lics of apecial neods chlldrem
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