The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, JULY 29 1999

- The Dollmaker

BY DIANE GALE ANDREASS]
EFZCIAL WRITIR

Dorothy Gala recontly rotired
from hor job and snys now shell
have time to play with her dolls.
. Tho 69-year-old grandmothor
wilon away hours in the base-
mont of her Farmington Hilla
home scraping porcelain arms
iind legs until their touch is soft-
er than skin; painting faces and
‘sewing clothes until each doll

‘hus a specinl, individual look.
‘Like a caring mother fussing
over her children, Gala's fingers
“thythmically pat their chocks
"ahd fluff their outfita.
=" Smiles, amirks and grins peer
back at her from every corner of
her work area. Eyes sparkle in
‘overy hue and aize. Lips arc
‘puckered and colored, Expres-
‘sions prompt conversations with
theao china people gathered
together in Gala’s own little vil-
lage. .
* They come in all shades of
‘¢ream and coffee. And they're in
all stages of life, from tiny aleep-
ing newborns, and batlerinas, to
gloriously costumed brides in
‘penrls, garters and even bustles,
Their clothes, hand-made by
- Galn, represont countries around
the globe, including Scotland,
Jnmaica and Japan.

:Some she sows and others ghe
crocheta,

These little creations begin in
a small hallway where Gala
atores jars of liquid porcelnin
and molds for faces, arms and
legs. She poirs the liquid goo
and when they are dry she
begina rubbing out the imperfee-
tiona. Then they arc fired.

As if she were applying make-
up on a loved one, sho begine
with a base for the complexion
and blush for the cheeka and
lipa. The hardest part, Gala
‘said, is painting the eyebrows
and oyelashes,

" “You do each line one stroke at
a time," said Gala explaining
“that she once spent two wecks
Working on a doll’s lashes, But
that was before she learned a
technique that has saved count-
leas hours of toiling. “I do sign
them and date them,” she said.
" Gala has learned a lot of tricka
from other teachers and now
teaches students in her home.

“Jt's kind of like gharing,” said
Gala, who retired as a clerk from

the Farmington Hilla Police
Depar¢ment four years ago. She
teturncd on a tomporary basis
-ehrlier this year and recently
ended that stint. Sho charges
bnly $6 for cach class, as well as
- firing and material fees.

- "“I don't do it for money. I'vo
nover mot a person who likes
*dolls who I didn't like,” Gala
said. “One time I went to the
hospitat for triple bypass surgery
and they (her students) said,
“Who needs you?' and they came
,down hero and worked on their
dolls.”

, “ Occaslonally she works on
.repairs. And sometimes she

- Farmington Hills retiree finds
= a hobby to wile away hours

thing to divort her anguish from
tha deaths of a grandsen in a cor
accidont and her daughter,
Linda, to cancer when she was
29 years old, leaving two chil-
dren to Gala's care, She bogan
making dolls in 1882 to help her
through the grieving.

“The dolls keop me grounded,”
sho said. “I start working on
them and stop thinking about
those thinga.”

In nearly 20 years, Gala
added, she ean't “even begin to
count how many” dolls she has
made, R

Noxt to the porcelain dalls,
here and there about the room,
stand mujestic, regal figurines,
some in glasa cases. These fine
ladies are wearing lace dresses
painstakingly made in a porce-
1ain laco drape procesa. The lace
i dipped into the porcelain that
Gala molda into various atyles.
Most of their dresses are accent-
ed with tiny hand-made porce-

. 1ain roscs and exquisite jewelry.

“This is really something I love
doing,” Gala aaid, as she touches
one figurine, “It's a very addic-
tive hobby.”

When she isn't making dolls or
figurines, she alse worka on

B 'I've never met a per-
son who llkes dolls that
1didn't llke.’

Dorothy Gala

olimaker

clown faces, Christmns ornn-
ments, angels and o wido assort-
ment of designa.

With a hardy laugh, Gala
talked about a trip she is plan.
ning river raiting and gambling
in Los Vegas with her youngest
daughter, Michello.

“I did it onco beforo and I want
to do it again,” she said, “I might
take a helicopter ride and hope-
fully win a lot of monoy.”

This year, however, Gala said
she wasn't at the Founders Fes-
tival becnuse she didn’t have o
1ot of new dolls to show. Despite
a room full of dolls, Gala said: “I
don't have anything new to

show.
Who would know? *I would,”
she added.

Anyono interested in contact-
ing Gula regarding n doll or
classes should call 476-1033,
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In her element: Dorothy Gala in her bacement studio with the dolls she creates. She
spends hours and hours on each porcelain doll, a true labor of love, The bulk of her
work is for sale at craft shows, such as the Farmington Founders Festival.
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takes orders, but the bulk of hor
. work is for sanle at craft shows,
including the Farmington Aren i agrhy
Foundors Featival. R RCRN
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. ' Qaln didn't start out making
dolls to win awarde or even to
‘meke monoy, She noeded some-

e

v




