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nnel encourages kids to use their ‘Noggin’ :

By KERLY WYGONTK
kwygonik@oe.homecomm.net

The next time somaone tolls
you to use your “noggin” turn on
the computer, and type
WWW.noggin.com

You'll be connected to a placo
where kids can renlly uso thoir
*noggine” to learn new and
intoresting things.

Noggin, doscribed as “the now
thinking channel for kids from
Nickelodeon and the Children's
Television Workshop,” began

with something besides violeneo
and shoot-"em-up,”

Tho commercial-froe station
gira 24-hours a dey and is tar-
geted to children ages 2-12. Pro-
grams for preschoolers air 6
a.m, to 2 p.m. In the afternoon,
Noggin offers. programming for
kids ngea 8-12, Adults can tune
in to watch the late night lineup
of classic cducationnl programs
with nostalgic appeal.

Foatured programa include
the best from the libraries of
Nickelodeon and the Children's
Tolovi: Workshop — “Bluca

niring July 16 on C t
Cable's Channel 44 in Gardon
City. Comcast was the first cuble
company in Michigan to offor
tho program.

* “From time to time wo like to
boef up our channel line-up,”
said Fred Eaton, areca manager
for public affairs for Comcaat
Cable, “It's family friendly, very
high quality programs. They
don't duplicate PBS, but the
programming is of the pame
sort. We think that it’s impor-
tant for young people to have a
channel they can watch to Jearn
somothing and be entertainod

Clues,” “Allegra’s Window,”
“Sesame Street,” and “The Elec-
tric Company.”

Noggin's miseion, explains
general manoger Tom Ascheim,
is to “serve kids' natural urge to
learn by offering thom a placo to
learn — on television and onlino
— where learning is driven by
them. Our slogan, ‘What Sparks
You? celebrates kids' natural
oxcitement for learning by ask-
ing kids themselves to help
shape the notwork’s agenda and
steer its content.”

Nicole of Troy was logged in to

Noggin on Friday morning. She
waa ploying “Nog It!” a game
whore children can help cresto a
whole new language called
“Nogginese." Words visitors cre-
ote are incorporated into a quiz
for the future,

Kids who visit Noggin on tho
Wob can play games, ask ques-
tions, contributa stories, pocros,
ideas and suggestions,

“The Internot is o fast way to
reach o lot of people,” smid
Ascheim. “You got ridiculoualy
rapid response. Wo want kids to
feel llke they'ro in charge of
their own learning, We are lis-
tening to them to work for
them.”

Shortly after its February
launch, Noggin.com recorded
21,000 visits to the site. By the
end of June the number had
grown to 830,000,

Noggin is expanding it'a TV
viewing nudience aa well. “We'd
like to be o broadly distributed
network,” said Ascheim. “Com-
cast ia the first analog (basic)
cable company to broadcast the
channel, You're breaking new
ground for us.”

Jewish Ensemble Theatre

Seneon tickets are now avail-
able for Jewish-Ensemble The-
atre's millennium season, JET
performsa in the Aaron DeRoy
Theatre, lower level of the Jew-
ish Community Centoer, 8600
West Maple Rd. (corner of
Maplo & Drake) in West Bloom-
field. Season tickets range from
$60 for matinee previews to $88
for Saturday night perfor.
mances in the regular run,

Individual tickets aro $16-
$265, based on the performance.
Discounts arc aveilable for
soniors, students and groups,
Ample free parking is also avail
able. The theater is handicap
accessible, For information,
visit the Web sito at http:/com-

net.orgfjet. To purchase tickets,
call (248) 788-2800.

“The Immigrant,” by Mark
Harelik, will be performed Oct.
6 through Nov. 7. It.is a true
atory about two Eastern Euro-
pean Jews who immigratoe to a
small Texas town;in 1909,
Inspired by his grandmother’s
photo album, Harelik tells the
story of two out of the thou-
annds of Jewish immigrants
who ended up in the American
Southwest through an immi-
grant resettlement program.

“The Prisoner of Second
Avenue,” by Neil Simon, will be
presented Dec, 22 through Jan,
23, Tho play was written in the
19708, but it is Burprisingly and

hysterically timoless. Neil
Simon's comedy touchcs on seri-
ous subjecta such a urban angst
and mental breakdown, yet is
full of snoppy two-linera and
dotermined to send you out feel-
ing good. Simon captures the
hell of modern city life, while
maintaining his signature tickle
of the funny bone.

Arthur Miller's “Broken
Glass" is being performed
March 24 through April 19. A
woman is stricken with a myate-
rious illness that prevents her
from walking soon after reading
about Kristallnacht in the newa-
papor. It's 1938 and her hus-
band is the only Jew in an oth-
erwise exclusively WASP real
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estata firm. Her doctor is an
aminent seientist, but even with
ample resourcea and the best
medical care nothing scems to
work, “Broken Glasa” is o pow-
erful work by Miller dealing
with rclationships, hope and
what it means to bo a Jew,

Tuno In: “Sesame Street” is just one of the many popular programs that airs on Nog-:

The final show of the scason
will be “The Day We Met” by
Kitty Dubin, May 24 through
June 26, “The Day We Met™is a
new comedy work that had a
very successful premier at
JET's Festival in 1998. This
play consists of e series of
vignettes dealing with modern
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relationships seen with the;
playwright’s specinl insight and;
humor, tied together throught
the theme of first meetingsy
Characters young and old, malﬁ
and female, give a clear an
funny off-beat view of the
human conditioi.

MICHIGAN'S LARGEST

SPORTS CARD

FRI- ’ >
COMICS + MEMORABILIA - SUPPLIES & MORE!

SPORTS CARDS

" ADMISSION ONLY $2.00 PER CARLOAD!

DETROIT HOCKEY STAR

SAT., JULY 31ST « 1PM -3PM
FLAT {up to 11X14) & PUCK - $8.00
NUMBERS & ALL OTHER ITEMS - $12.00

HOCKEY HALL OF FAMER

JOHRNNY
BOWER

SUN., AUG. 1ST » 1PM - 3PM
$6.00 ANY ITEM

FORMER DETROIT STAR

VIACHESLAYW
FETISOY

SAT., JULY 31ST « 1PM -3PM
i FLAT (wp to 11X14) & PUCK - $12.50
MM NUMBERS & ALL OTHER ITEMS - $17.50

HOCKEY HALL OF FAMER

VIARCEL
PRONOSVOST

SUN., AUG. 1ST « 1PM - 3PM
$12.00 ANY ITEM
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Mackinac Island’s
Family Ployground

The Institute of Sciente Is the first U.S. venue for
SCREAM MAUNINES THE SLIENCE OF ROLER COASTERS.
1's @ hords-on, bodieron chara 10 leke a wld rde through scienta that saeges from physks 1o physiclogy to the peychology of theill seaking.

Celebrate friday Hights et Cranbrook fasitute of Sckince ond Art Museumt Extondid hours vasil X pen ond dikcouated fet odmision on
Fridays thiough Avgust 13,

1270 Norih Woodward Avenus, Bloomdiald Hil, M 43303.0801 Teo miles north of dewntown, Birmiaghara
For hours ond odstission call (sl frea) -

1-877-G0-CRANBraok (1-977-462-7262) wwwcronbrook.odu
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