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(F)AD

ecautiful, but deadly

Purple loosestrife poses problem. for area wetlands

BY RICHARD PEARL
 BTAFY WHITER:
‘rpeari@oc.homecomm.not

“Purple plague” awareness is
growing in Farmington Hills, but
not nearly as fast as tho plant to
which the epithet refers,

With a pretty flower that

masks its oggressive, insidious
nature, pur-
ple loosentrifo

& ‘The 14 pushing out

plant sucks i?di‘gnnou;
plants — an

the water the animals
outﬂofg that gupund

wetlan on them -

from  wet-

and Klis landa in one
(native) city park and

wotland is even show-
ing up on

p’ﬂi‘!ﬂ, neighborhoad
ospett \illal'ly 1a wdln 8,
cattalls, according to
whlch ub'o_ Joe Derok,
vido food Hilllq city nat-

uralist.

for Its drn{‘id
sproa as

:‘:dsi:z?‘t:' caught the

attention of

critters.’ ;jlw city's
cautification

Joe Dergk Commission,

—Naturalist  which is to
study the

isaue in com-
ing months,
says Chair-
man Jeffl

Stewart,

And Hills neighbor West
Bloomfield ia trying to curb the
plant’s wildfire growth by using
a apecies of beetle that feeds on
its flower.

But thoso thinga may not help,
says Derek: “From what I've
scen in tho state, it may be a lit-
tle too lute” to stop the purple
plague. -

A favorite fishing holo of his
near Jockson has turned purple,
he says, and the plant has
enjoyed 12 years of growth in the
Hills.

Derchk surveyed city-owned
property last year and found the
plant, tochnically known _as
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Deadly: Farmington Hills naturalist Joe Derel holds some purple loosestrife, a
beautiful plant that is choking wetlands.

Lytherum salicaria, “was every-
where.

“I've seen it in a ditch that's 1-
172 feet across and only a couple
inchea deep. It's showing up in
peoplo's lawns, too,”

In Herituge Park, Derok aays,
it *hns marched through all over
thae place.

“It's avertaking the wetlands®
in the park - “the wetlands aren
doesn't scem to be as damp os it
used ta be,” ho says.

There are areas “whero you
can look for half n mile and see
nothing but purplo Jooseatrife.”

A bright spot may be the city
of Farmington, .

Kavin Gushman, public works
director, says he's reccived no
complainta and “What we've had
(of the plant) is very limited.

“Since we're 8P porcent or 80
built up, we don’t have a lot of
areas whore that'would bs a

problem,” he adds.

A European import, one purple
Joosestrifo scatters 20,000 needn
a year via air, water, fur or
feathera, and a million sewds in o
lifetimo, Dorek says.

*“The plant sucks'tho water out
of a wetland and kills (native)
wetland plants, especinlly cat-
tails,” which “provide food for
muskrats and other critters,” he
oxplaing, and disrupts habitats
that are homse to ducks, mink
and endangered planta.

“We're losing animals and
plants.”

Part of the prablem, he anys, is
people; “They know that it's bad
and they don't care. They like it
because of what it looks like,
becauso it's protty.”

John Steinkopf of Bteinkopf
Nursory, Garden Centor and
Landgcaping, 20816 F. Ingt
Road, says customers still ask’

for the plant but “We're not sell-
ing nny kind of looueatrife,” even
the yollow species which is
indigenous to Michigan.

Ho says his compuny has
returncd shipmonts of looses-
trife.

“It's 8o invasive, it's Mke
quackgrass” which is worso than
crabgrass, he snys, “Once you get
it, you can't got rid of the darn
stufl,”

He pays the stote Department
of Agriculture saya nurserics can
woll some straina other then the
purple, but haun't officinlly snid
which ones,

“If you want calor, plant mora
indigenous plants, encs that are
native to Michigan,” Steinkopf
adds.

What can be dong to control
purple loosestrife? Burning the
plant or spraying it with herbf.
¢ide don't work very well. ..
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Resting: A viceroy butterfly sita on top of a loosestrife
to sun itself in Farmington Hills' Heritage Parh.

Derck says tho only thing is to
“out tha flower heads off or mow
them down, if you're in an aren
that can be mowed, or pull aut
the plant by the reota.

*I know that's being dono in
the state” by concerncd people,
“but how many velunteors cnn
you got?" ha asks.

If peoplo get rid of purple
laosestrife in o newly exposed
area, “they may make a dont,

“But if it's in an established
areq, it only takes one plant” to

‘multiply tho damage.many

times,” Derek saya,

As for the offoctivoncus of
doing what Weat Bloomficld iu
doing — using the galerucelln
beetle, which feeds on tho plant’s
buds, lcaves nnd stem tissus =
the jury is still out, ho says.

Tho beotles scom to control the
plant, but don't kill it.

“I want to talk to a few other
folka to see what juck they've
had with it” befare going that
way, Derek says,
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In celebration

.

August 8 from

{1 p.m.-5 p.m)

of our 10-YEAR ANNIVERSARY,

make plans to jaiﬁ us throughout the month E S
. (2
Live Dienep

Other Events/Happenings

of August for a hast of special events!

Join us for these great FREE %‘I’W
events Friday, August 6 through Sunday,

t p.m. through 5 p.m.:

B Mickey's Rock-A-Tobics, Mickey, Donald Duck and Goofy
will be perfarming on the hour fram | p.m. through 4 p.m.
{Petfarmance lasts approximately 20 minutes.)

B Disney Doodles features a Disncy sketch atist who will namate
antl skeich a scene from a Dlsney fitm. Disney Noodles will be
performed on the half hour from 1:30 .. through 4:30 p.m,
(Pesformance lasts approximately 20 minutes.)

® Mickey & Minnic and Belle 8 Beast Meet and Greet

B Enter to win a “Disney Girls” denim Jacket,
See The Disney Stere far detalls,

M Win a Walt
Disncy World

in Otlanda, Florida
cavrtesy of Livenla
Carlson All Ahaard
Travel. Enter to win
at thelr cart across
from Coopersmiili’s,

Sponsored by

Vacatlon for Two

in August:

m August 6 through August 8:
Grab-bag Giveaway, 250 bags
containing $10 gift centificates,
coupons and samples will be glven

away cach day.

m August 9 through August 19:
10 Days at 10% OfY Sale,
Pick up your coupans at the Laurcl

Park Place Management Office ar

at any direclory stand, Take 1086 off [ ]
a regularly-priced item at any of the
patticipating stores,
W Saturday, August 7, 11 a.m.- [
12 p.w.: Kids' Coakle Decorating
a1 Mrs. Fields Cookles,
m Saturday, August 7, 2 pm.:
Jacobson’s Back-to-School Fashion
Show In the Children's Depaniment.
& Saturday, August 14,
1 pam.=3 p.m.: Cauking
Demonstratlan with 2 Master Chef
at Willlams-Sonoma,

the month,

dilferene

ot Livonar one Siv Alf

S-pectacular!

Saturday, August 21, 1 p.m.:
Parlsiun Fashion Show In the
Parlsian Couet,

And...a taste of what's to cotoc..
Ta celebrate the opening of the
new Sweet Lorraine's
restaurant comlng
3000 {0 the Livonla
Maroty, they will be
giving away samples
of thelr dellclous
culsine thraughout

TllliM’ STORE, w.
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