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- Ah, weather.
* Like it or not, it's this sum-
fer's unusually hot, humid
weather — longer than usual
strotches interrupted every so
H often by tor-
rential
downpours ~
that has kept
the core of
volunteers
building the
Kide’ World
PlayScape in
Shiawassce
I’urk atruggling as lhoy push the
toughly $226,000 project mwnrd
cnmplutmn

But as of Tuesdoy, the rupnrt
from the “front” leoked promia-
ing: much ofthu play equlpment

Pound: sz Amish pounds
away as he installs the
Dpickets.

men said,

To make the picket installa-
tion go more quickly, Amish, a
mechanical engineer with A.M.
General, which makes the popu-
lar Hummer sport utility vehicle,
designed what ho dubbed “Pick-
ctMaostor”,

It's o wooden form featuring
pr ted, short, evenly

was up, L}

sponaored picket fencmg ware
being erected and the sidewalks
were nearing completion,

-As n concrete compnny crew
péured and smoothed the walk-
way near the entrance in the
boiling sun late Tuezday after-
noon, PlayScape Committee
member Bruco Lilley, along with
fallow volunteers Jim Amish and
Paul Goodman, were putting up
the heavy picket fence, cach slat
of which bears the namo of its
donor,

There’ll be enuugh pickets to
put up back-to-back fences, the

spaced pieces of plastic pipe,
between which are sot the pick-
cts. When all is ready, the trio
use their eloctric power scrow-
drivers to attach cach picket to
wood railings. When a section ia
complote, it's mounted onto the
big wooden posts anchoring the
fence.

Adding another dimenasion to
the work was the fact that Lil-
ley, a stay-at-home dad, also was
keoping un eye on sons Dnvxd 3,
und Driscoll, 2, while Amish was
watching dnughtcr Amanda, 7
The trio of youngaters played
quictly together on various
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Shop at Parisian and enjoy
these special privilege

- Savings of 15% for customers aged 55-59

- Savings of 20% for customers aged 60-69

- Savings of 25% for customers age 70 and over

- Doors open at 9am
- Register for your Parisian Generations card.

pioces of heavy duty equipment
offering shade from the sun.

Goodman, of Farmington Hills,
who is Jooking forward to bring-
ing his nieces to the PlayScapo,
said cfforts recently were sct
back a coupla of weeka by a rain-
stornt that left water ankle deep
at the park.

Actually, the central crow of
about a dozen volunteers have
spent two weckends working m
sooking rains, trying to put in
wood chips and nesemble equip-
ment,

But televised forecasta have
kopt away a lot of voluntecrs, he
anid,

“When the TV says ‘Come out’
and then says 'If you go out,
you're gonna di¢’ from pogsible
downpours, lightning and the
like, that negatively affects a lot
of would-be voluntcers, Good-
mag said,

Othors have loaned workers
tools and materiels to get the job
done, he noted.

Among them are Alan Fendt of
Fendt Building Supply, who
donated over $7,000 in bricks for
tho PlayScape, and Doug Peel-
ing, owner of B&A Brick Paving,
who brought in a threc-man

« crew with him to lay the bricks —

a $12,000 donation in terms of
labor and equipment.

“It's o question of getting it
done,” Goodman said. “Il’ you had
the skills, you used them. i you
didn't, you learned them.

Kids World: Donors, volunteers come to PlayScape’s aid
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Audlence: David, 3, (foreground) and Driscoll,2, Lilley watch wor rhers pour concrete
onto a path at the playscape.

“If it needs to be done, do it.”

Lilley said he still is optimiatic
the ambitious PlayScapo project
will be open by early August for
the children. The dedication is
scheduled for Aug, 26,

Exchoding

F[sce by plece: Bruce Ltlley, leﬂ and Jim Amwh carry
a section of pickett fence to its installation spot.
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Centralis Award

Alexis Ault of Farmington
Hills was among 20 of the state’s
top high school aeniors who
accepted the Centralis Gold
Award to attend Central Michi-
gan University this fall.

The award comes in the form
aof full tuition for four years.

Centralis scholarships are
merit-based awards given to stu-
dents who have demonstrated
outstanding academic perfor-
mance. CMU selected the win-
ners based on high achool
grades, standardized test scorcs,
interviews, leadership qualities
and a competitive exam.
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