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Well worth It: Both retired, Bev McGurk of Farmington Hills (left) and Veronica
Foley of Plymouth have found their volunteer work at Schoolcraft College Women's

Resource Center a rewarding experience.

Church hosting annual musicians’ conference

Birmingham Unitarian thetics of church life and aug-
Church ia nosting the 17th ment the spiritual impact of reli-
annual Unitarian Universaliat gious sorvices,

Musiciana’ N k Confl “The annual Unitarian Uni-
this week. versalist Musiciana' Network

Some 160 musiciang, choir primarily draws Unitarian Uni-
directors, ministers, music direc- versalists involved in church
tors, and choir membera from music programs, but some music
across the U.S. and Canada will directors from other i
attend thoe conference Aug. 6-8, tions also attend, including this
which ecrves as a network for year two Episcopal music direc-
musiciana to share the multiple tors, one from Texas and one
ways mugic programs can con- from Chicago,” said coordinator
tribute to the vitality and nes- Barbara Woolf.

The Hamilton Hotel
in Downtown Birmingham

Your guests wili fee! pampered in our spacious new
guest rooms complete with plush terry robes, triple
sheeted beds, nighlly turn-down service and gourmet
broakfast butfat — all In our fabulous downtown
Birmingham locatlon!

Weekend Specials Available

Reservatlons: 248-642-6200
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These volunteers love to help
others at Schoolcraft College

BY 8UE MASON
HTAYY WRITER
samasonCoo.homecommanet

When Veronica Foley retired from the telephone
company in Decomber 1989, she wns looking for-
ward to leaving the work world behind.

But the Plymouth resident quickly made a dis-
cmgsry nbout retirement: She didn't have enough
tode,

Nino yenrs later, she has something ta do. She
spends hor Friday morninge volunteoring at
Schoolernft College’s Women's Resource Centar,

*1 saw a notice for the {informational) meeting in
the nowspaper,” Foley said. I was alwaya interest-
«d in what they do there, so I wont to the meeting
and signed up on the spot. I knew it was Lhe right
thing for me.”

A peor counselor at the resource conter, Foley
and hor Friday morning cohort, Bov McQurk of
Farmington Hills, work with men and women who
are thinking about ontoring or re-entering college
and come to the center for help.

McGurk, like Foley, knew she needed something
to do something after working for General Motors
for 30 years,

=1 know I couldn’t stay home all the time; I need
contact with poople,” said McGurk, who has
worked at thu conter for 3 1/2 years. “I had a
Iriend who volunteered at Schooleraft and [ got in
touch with tha conter, but had to wait two years
for the classes.”

The pecr counseling classes are offered six hours
o weok for eight woeks on an as-needed basis. Vol-
unteers work on liatening, communication and
problem solving skills and roceive information
about the and services available through
the center and at the college.

“The volunteers are in integral part of the pro-
gram,” said Barbara Campau, WRC volunteer pro-
gram coordinator. “Thoy're very reliable and

225 of the McDowell Center on campus, Haggerty
Road between Six and Seven Mile roads, Livonia,

People interested in attending should call Cam-
pau at (734) 462-4400, Ext. 5524, for more infor-
mation.

are very imp to the program,”
Campau said, “They are the first person samoons
scen whon they walk into the center. Voluntoers
aro the first ones to groet them and meet them.”

Valunteers like Foley and McGurk help men und
women who are entering or re-entering college,
resvarching new carcers, getting information on
available services or needing belp through a diffi-
cult gituation. .

In addition to peer counseling, the WRC offers
fi ial aid for ed ion, a prog for women
{n tranaition, divorce support group, career infor-
mation and holp with community and campus
rosources and referrals.

Afer traini 1 are assigned to work
with a mentor, a more experionced volunteer, until
thoy fecl confident to talk on their own. Campau
secks a weekly commitment from volunteers. For
McGurk and Foley it’s three hours on Friday
mornings, a shift they've worked togothor for
almost three years.

Wander{ul is a word tho women use often in
talking about their volunteer work. They also
speak highly of the center's staff and tho apprecia-
tion they extend to voluntecrs.

“It's been a derful, ding i to
be a volunteer here and they really let us know
they appreciato what we're doing,” said Foley.
“There's some really apecial things about this
organization that hns made it & wonderful experi- -

ence for me.”
Yol

rosponsible and important to us b we
depend on them to be here. We wouldn't bo able to
do what we do without them.”

Tho volunteers usunlly number between 45 and
50, but that changes from year-to-yocar and
semester-to-semester and have a variety of back.

" grounds. Humemnl:;w. social workers, members of
brierhiAe s

law enfc 0 and

sales holp out at the WRC,

Aftor a hiatus of soveral years, Campau is con-
ducting an informational meeting for people inter-
ested in volunteering 6:30-8:30 p.m. Thursday,
Aug. 12, in the Women's Resource Center, Room

ing has boen more than I ever’
thought it would be,” McGurk added. “I've never

been involved with more caring individuala.

Maybe the reason why we're all here is because of

that attitude.”

Becausae of their experiences, Foley and McGurk
have gotten fricnds and relatives to volunteer at
the center. Folly's sister is now a volunteer, and
two of McGurk's friends plan to attend the Aug. 12
meeting.

*It's a wonderful experience and 1 highly recom-
mend it,” McGurk added.
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The Colonial Village on
ake Huron
invtes you to thair 20th annual

FINE ART
STREET FAIR
AUG.7& &S

150 Jurrled Artlsts
» Demonstrations ¢ Live Music
Over Town
18 Scenic Miles North of Port
Huron on M25
Calt Marityn Light 810-389-5151
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