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August 8, 1999

Agonda: The Farmmgtan
Hills City Council will
meet in a study session at
6 p.m. in city hall, 31666
11 Mile

Plan: The Farmington
Planning Commission
will meet at 8 p.m. in city
hall, 23600 Liberty.

—
wlomelown

Putting you In touch
with your world

< SEVENTVL FIVE'CEN

By LARRY O'CONNOR
STAYY WRITER .
loconnor@oe.iomecomm.net

hora’s goad ronson Robort Red-
ford didn’t namo his film, *A
Drain Runa Through It.”

The term dncnnt axn:tly cunjure
up shi
ing rivors or bubbllnzbmalu )

Drains sre, well, draina. Thoy
ovoke imagery of nlurpinu sounds
and the need to bo plugged.

Whon describing the tributarios
that cut a awath through Farmington
Hills and Farmington, thoir names
typically end with a resounding thud,

Bmith, Caddell, Minnow Pond and,

{lont by,” said Jeff 8towart, Farming-
ton Hilla Beautification Commission
chairman. The commission along
with the Hiatorlenl District Commit-
tee membars are looking at the possi-
bility of ronaming those waterways,
which aro now dlvided into drain dis-
tricts.

Stewart and hia beautification col-
loagues would like to seo
those ro-chriatened as
streamn, brooks or creeks
while historieal advocatos
profer they be tied in histori-
cally, . -

With namo modification, people
avo likely to consider such waterways

Concert: Duo pianisis
Joanne Boralks Kramer
and Aliki Zacharywill
perform as part of @ free
‘concert series at 8 p.m. at
Nardin Park United
Methodist Church in
Farmington Hills, All
concerts are free,

Stars: The Farmington
Community Chorus will
performat 8 p.m. as part
of the Stara in the Park
concert series in Heritage
Park in Farmington Hills.
The concert ig free.

I ‘Tasto

Obltunrlau

drains, which many

pristine,

i
i

of courno, 8celey aro gunctun(cd by
onutification
aficfonados contend clogs all things

"When you look out back, you'ro
oxpocting to soo & threc-oyoed fish

as a natural resource nnd an asset,
they figure,
'Cn!llng a watorway a stream or B

Beautification advocates propose
name change for area tributaries

ner and lolson on the Beautification
Commission. “With a drain, poople
tend to think: ‘It's just a drain, T'll
just throw my grass clippings in
thero or whatever ...

Benutification and city officiala
pitched the idea during a Rouge
Rivor Projoct steering committee
meoting in May,

Rouge River aupportera
liked idea and want the pro-
joct taken up on a sub-water-
shed basis opposed to having
., communities take up thn
effort soparately.

“It's an outstanding idea,” nmd
BEMCOG's Paul Tait, who {a chair.
man of the steoring committeo.
“Aftor honring what's going on in
lhnl arean, the committee is encourag-

talked obout during a sub-watershed
meeting Aug. 26.

Renaming drains to more car
palatable crecka or streams is not
naw,

Name-change crusaders aro quick
to point out such moniker manipula-
tion is only brain-storming at this
point. To change a namo of a county
drain requires n lengthy legal pro-
cens, which includes public honnnga 2

“The drains themsaelves are going -
to stay the same,” said Chorles McK-
innonn, Onkland County Drain Com-
mission engineer. “These have been
established drains, some of them dat-
ing back to the 1880s.”

Percaption aside, there are practi-
cal reasons to re-name waterways, n
Hills city official said,

crook makes thom muroe ap
and creates stewardship,” said Marie
Donigan, Farmington Hills city plan-

[ Tersbusi Crack| | Upper Rouze River|

ties in all the aub-wat
:hnda 3 follow suit.”
Drain names are expocted to bo

Farmi Hills, like other com-
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Volunteers fire up

BY LARRY O'CONNOI!
BTAY? WRITER

In April, the city code was amended
to nllow handicap parking enforcoment

Thae finv for fire lanv violationa

Wayward
arrow startles
Hills teen

By L.'mn\’ O'CnNNun
HTAYY W
1ueunnnr¢km Hhomecomm.net

Farmingtan Hills pelico den't beliova it
wus Cupld's arrow, but thuy'd love to talk
to the poraon who slung it

Shortly bofors 1
pm. Aug. 1, a2 17- @} was site
yoar-old waa atortled t In th
when n wayward ng In tho
artow mndrud 10}.‘15 drivoway and
eot away from hor
while ahe visited hor Ia{::‘: :hulidon
arrow come
flying out of

friend on Shady
Creck, polico reparts
the woogs.’
Becky

nald, 8ho was not
burt.

The motal fictd tip
arvow, which was 34
inches long, clanged
off a metal pole,
Polico don't bollove
the pro{octilu wan
shot saliclously but
conaider tho mutter
serinua,

—Realdent

*1 wanx sitting {n tha driveway and all of
suddon I aaw this arrow como flying out of

Plouso -«-WW‘T
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DePottcr

inu the snine, but those doling out
tho tickots has changed.

Starting Aug. 16, Farmington Hitla
police handieap purking enforcement
voluntoers ~ mostly seniora — will write
up motorists who park illegally in fire
lanes, Fines are $40.

School renovations
For Wwo Farmington Hllls cothalic schools

p4 Mite

ite

to also writo tickats for fire
lane offenacs, 8inco then, motorista
parked illogally in front of business
have rocoived warnings.

Police officinle doveloped operating
procedures for tho volunteer crow.

For instance, if confronted with an
angry driver, velunteora are told to got
a licenao plato number and leave
immedintely,

additional duties

“Of the utmout importance is their
safoty, not the ticket,” said Farmington
Hilla polico Lt. Dennis Green,

If tho vehicle is occupicd, volunteers
will toll drivers to move. Tickets will be
issucd to unoccupied vehicles,

When issuing tickets, volunteers are
instructed to tnko a Polaroid photo of
tho vehiclo thoy've ticketed. The snap-
shot will includo the licenso plate and
no parking-fire lane sign.

Voluntoera have an option of not

enforcing fire lane violntions altogether
and stick to monitoring handicap park-
ing misdecds instead.

The fire marshal, not the police,
establishes cfficial fire zones, Curs that
park in thess zones block access for
emergency vehicles, police said.

The department is Jooking for park-
ing enforcoment volunteers. Those
intercsted can phone Lt. Green at 1.
248-472-9686.

Schools blessed with renovations

By HEATHER NEEDHAM
BTAKY WHITEN

It's boen a summer of changos for
two aren Catholic achools and church-

o8,

Both St. Fabian and Our Lady of
Sorraws nre undorgoing ronovation and
construction projecta. Londers at both
churchos credit tho gonereaity of

- parishioners for the projocts’ success.

St, Fabian Church and school's vngo-
ing $7.56 milllon renovation and con-

grades 1 to 3 and there'a been a “con.
stant ptea from pnrentn to add soventh-
and eighth grades.”

That plea was answered. St, Fabinn
will add soventh-grade classos begin-
ning this year and eighth-grade closscs
beginning in tho 2000 schoal year.

“After having an opon forum wo
decided that expanding was top priori-
ty with parents,” sho snid.

Additione ineclude a enfeteria, gymna-
sium, art/acionco room,

dia center, youth contor

struction project is a culmination of
mnasive pariah support.

“I've been hero 24 yoars and tlwmu
always boen a need for expanding,”
eaid Slator M, Lorotelle, C.8.F,, and
principal of St. Fabinn,

St, Fablan oponed in 1966 with

and ndministrative offices.

“It ia a big Yrojuct, she eaid. The
first block was laid in January.

Tho schoel will tentatively open Sept.

7
Tho construction contractor is Barton

Malow of Southficld, and the architect
Giffels, }lnyen and !}mnm of Troy. The
canatruction prico tag is $7.56 million.
The firat project phase is expected to be
completed by Octaber.

Other work dane included putting in
now water lines and sanitary and
storm sower lines.

The project’s sccond phase will
involve renovating the gym, Kitchen,
socinl hall and some offices. That will
begin next June.

St. Fabian was established as a
parish in 1857 and ita school in 1965,
Thero are approximately 2,400 regis-
tered parishioners. The church sanctu-
ary seats 760 and is Lypically filled to
capacity. Heading tho parish is the
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O&E interim general manager appointed

Dick Brady, vice prosident for sales and
marketing for HomeTown Communications
Notwrork has been appointed interim genoral
nianagor of the 18 Observer & Eccentric newa-
papore, whilo continuing to porform his corpo-
rate dutloa, according to Richard Aginian,

prosident and chief oxecutivo officor of HCN,

nmm. company of the Oheorver & E

nittes.”

owapRpors .

Susan Roalok will continue lo sorvo as pubt
lisher of the Obacrvor nowspapor group,

including the Farmington Obaerver.

Aginian also announced that by mutunl

Tam

manoger's rolo in tho pust.”

.

agreomont Stove Pope has loft his position as
O&E Gonoral Manager to scek othor opportu-

“Running the Obscrver & Eccontric N
pors 18 ono of tho beat jobs in tho lndustry.
Aginian aaid, “and we will begin an immedinte
search for a now genoral manager. In the
the papers will con-
tinuo to move farward with the prosent man-
agoment team undor the leadorship of Dick
Brady, uhu has ably mlod the O&E gonoral

HCN Chairman Philip H. Powor stated,

"Our nowspnpora uorvo lacal readers and

vidually editud };Iublicnllons. Dlv:k Brady's

prlnuplo

will sorvo us wcll during this transition.”

“I look forward to working with all my O&E
colloagues nnd {riends to produce and deliver
the best community newspapers for our rend-
ors and advertisers, and I welcome hearing
from our cuatomers,” Brady said.

O&E Interim General Manager Dick Brady
can be reached at 734-953-2204 and 2252 as
well as by e-mail at dbrady@homecomm.net.

Dick Brady




