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Smokescreen

Former Winston Man speaks candidly about tobacco industry

BY KIMRERLY A. MORTSON
BTAFF WRITK

kmortson@oo.homecomm.not

armor Winston cigarotte
modal Dave Goerlitz may
he beat b d for the

marketing made amoking look
good because I looked macho,
v.(:lngh. robust and virilo in the
ads,”

Goorlitz'a frank anti-tobnceo
wore made to nn audi-

“Search and Reacue” avrios of
print ads ho was featured in dur-
ing the 1980e. Tho advertise-
monta portrayed Goorlitz as a
macho, cigaretto smoking, tough
guy, scaling and Ny-

enco of approximately 200 atu-
donts from throughout Wayne
County at the “My Mind Is Frog,
No Tabacco For Ma!l” conforence
sponsored by the Wayne County
Smoking and Tobacco Intervon-

ing airplunes.

Nenrly two decades later the
New Jersoy native finds himsall
on a very differont recovery mia-
sion, Tottay ho publicly apenka
aut against an industry that he
says poaid him more than
$100,000 a year to “entico,
encourage and lure kida to
amoke.”

Goerlitz's stand ngainst the
multi-billion dollar tobacco
industry started in 1988 when
he publicly quit smoking — ond-
ing an addiction that led bim to
smoko 3-1/2 packs a day for more
than 20 yeara.

“I wans a professionn] smoker,”
s9id Goorlitz, "who was paid o
lot of money to get men smoking
.. particularly young boys. The

tion Conlition and more than a
dozen ngencloa and organiza-
tions including Hegira Proven-
tion, 8t. Mary Hoapital, Onk
wood Hoapital, the Wayne Coun
ty Sheriff's Dopartmont and tho
Karmanos Cancer Inatitute.

Appearing as the koynoto
spenker at the all-day conforenco
in River Rouge, Goorlitz faat-
paced 40 minutoe presontation
omphasized tho manipulative
role he belleves he promoted as
tho Winaton Man. “I waa poid to
croato itlusions, I'm an actor — 1
did a good job.”

Goorlitz snya hia job was to
find roplacoment smokors for
those who either quit or died
from a smoking-related illnoss.
“The tobacco industry doesn't

Model: Dave Goerlitz, also
known as the Winston
Man,

sell cigarettes for brand loyalty,"
said Goerlitz, but for profit, “The
ada are deliberate lies absut the
roal valuo of thoir product.”
During his atint as the Win-
ston Man, he waa funtured in 42
advertlsomenta {more than any
other tobacco mode! including
the ‘Martboro Men') during

which time R.J. Roynotds brand
Winaten cignrottos moved from
numbaer four to number two n
waorldwido sales,

Currontly Gaerlitz makoes his
living addreasing young puople
and adults at public speaking
engagements, conferoncos, amok-
ing ceasation programs, through
videos and on his Wob aite by
promoting his anti-tobacco mes-
ange. On the road for approxi-
mately 240 dnys a yoor, Goorlitz
ostimates ho appoenrs at some
400 events annunlly.

Tho former model says his 11
yoar quest has boon fucled by his
desiro to “undo tho damngo that
his ade may have done In addict-
ing young poople to o product.”

“I'm ashamad of what J did,”
aaid Gaorlitz as ho roflecta upon
his work for the R.J, Roynolda
company. The 48-year-old father
and grandinther han othur mad-
eling and movlo credits to be
proud of despite the unfavorable
impression ho's telt with na the
formor Winaton Man,

Goerlitz appoared as Harrlson
Ford's atand-in in the movie
“Witneas™ and worked on such
film productions as “Eddio and

8 ‘The marketing made smoking look good
because ! looked macho, tough, robust and virlle

in the ads.’

Dave Goerlitz
—Former Winston model

tho Cruisers,” “Rocky I1,” “Strik-
ing Back,” and “Last Exit to
Brooklyn.” ¥e has been fontured
in commorelala for Tho Adeiph
Coora Company, Vandorbilt
Swan Porfumo, Fayva Shous and
mare,

A little help

It waa his son who motivated
him to kick his cigarotte habit,
“That kid meant businoss,” said
Goerlitz, “and my quitting rein-
forced him to not start." That,
couplad with a minor stroke he
suffored whilo working on *“Wit-
neas,” loft him with a lack of
foeling on the loft side of his
body and the inability to taste
foods. Tho medienl emorgency
sorved aa an important wake-up

call.
Despito tho seriousness of his

mosange, Goorlitz couples humor
with anoccdotal atorlos from his
upbringing in an offort to con-
noct with the students nhout
tobacco use whether it's
cignarottos, Bidis (flavared
cigavottes), chewing tobacco or
clgnra.

“Tobaceo is tabacco, Just like
garbago is garbage,” aald Goor-
1itz. “Advertlaing of tobacco {n n
huge problem and it's a bunch of
lios. It'a not ono thing that gota
kida to smoke but many things.”

Dave Qoerlitz recently complet-
ed a book titled, "Behind the
Smokescreen,” a chropicle of hix
life beginning with his firat
smohing experience at the ag> of
13, For moro information visit
his Web site at http:! Idavegoer-
lit2.findhere.com

MEDICAL DATEBOOK

ftems for Modical Datebook are wel-
come from gl hospitels, physiclans,
companies and residents active in the
Observer-area medical community,
items should be sent to; Medicat Date-
book, ¢/o The Observer Newspapeors,
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150, e-
mall kmortson@oe,homecomm.net or
foxed to (734) §91-7279.

directions (248) 348-4072.

MON, AUG. ©

SAFE SITIER CLASS

‘The Marian Womon's Conter at St.
Mary Hospital will offer a Safe Sitter
Class for young people agos 11-13 on
Mnnﬁey. Aug. 9 from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m,

‘SUN, AUG. 8

CHREMICAL SENSITIVITY

Muitiple Chemical Scnsitivity Friends
is a free Bupport group for anyono who
is hypersensitivo to chemicnl and or
environmental irritants such ns smoke,
fragrances, pesticides, clenning supplies
and new construction materials. Infor-
ma! monthly mectinga are held in vari-
ous locations, Group will gather for a
picnic at Island Lake State Park (near
Kensington Lake) from 2.5 p.m. Call for

and W , Aug, 11 from 8:30 a.m,
to 3:30 p.m. Safe Sitter is a modically-
accurate instruction series that teaches
boys and girls aged 11-13 how to handle
emorgencios when curing for young chil-
dren. The program includus basic life-
saving techniques, safety precautions to
prevent accidents, how and when ta
summon help and tips on basic child
care, Cost of tho, clnss is $40 per atu-

TUE, AUG. 10

STOP SMOKING .

If you're rendy to kick the tobacco habit,
St. Mary Hoapital has the class for you.
Tho four-sossion Smoke-Free Living
Class will bo offered from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m., Tueadays, from August 10 thraugh
August 31, in Pavilion Conferenco Room

WED, AUG, 11

WOMEN'S HEALTH

This Informative frec sorics is presented
by Bharti Srivastava, M.D,, senfor
honlth specialist. Group meeta from 1-2
p.m. at the Canton Summit on the Park,
48000 Summit Parkway, Canton, Call
(734) 397-6444.

A. The Smoke-Freo Living Class ia a
four-weck prog; to help individual
quit smoking, The class covera the
offects of amoking, what to expect when
you quit, coping techniques and strate-
gies on staying amoke-free. The pro-
gram is designed to give you the tools,
confidenca and suppert you need to
climinate your amoking habit, The $26
foa includes all materiala and is covored

THUR, AUG. 12

WEIGHT CONTROL

A woight loss seminar occurs 3-8 p.m.
and 6:30-8:30 p.n. at the Providence
Medical Conter on Seven Mile at New-
burgh in Livonia. The first 46 minutes
is free, Tho last 76 m}llnutes cost $59 and
i ludag } h omo rek

by some |

dent, R is Call
(734) 655-1100 or (800) 494-1616.

required, Call (734) 655-8940.

, 8

mont audl;.;npu and unlimited freo rep-
otitions of the sominar. Call (877) 346-
6600 for roservations.

'WEIGHT CONTROL

The Mission Health Medical Centor in
Livonia will hoat a weight control clasa
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Aug, 12, This pro-
gram combines behavior modification
techniques with the power of self-hyp-
nois to help chunge your way of think.
ing rogarding woight loss, First forty-
five minutes is o freo orlentation. $60.
Call (877) 346-6500 to regiator.

SAT, AUG. 14

BREAST CANCER

Admission ia freo to the *International
Botty Ford Breast Cancer Symposium
for the Patlent” @ a.m. to & p.m, Tues-
day, Aug, 14, at the University of Michi-
gan Cancer Center in Ann Arbor,
8peakers from medical conters will dia-
cusa prevention, nutrition, complemen-

Ploaso soe DM‘“W, B

Here’s a class you can’t
afford to miss!

Learn all about a new Web site that
can serve your organization,
mihometown.com provides

, Free Web Sites

for non-profits, government agencles,
" schools, religious groups or
community-based organizations.

mihometown.com features
newsletters, calendars, Instant contact
with your membership and much, much
more!

Put this powerful, multi-million doliar self-publishing tqol to work

for your organization—it's as easy as logging on 0. That'
. at's right! Right now, with this special offer, you
http://mihometown.com pay only $19.97 to sell'your used furniture, a;)pllances,

. Click to create a site NOW! sporting goods, bikes—anything you no longer use.
Or, if you'd like first-hand Informatlon, attend one of our tralning sesslons:

you have merchandise
under $500,

HERE'S ALL YOU HAVE 1O DO: -
1. Describe your item in 3 lines. Remember, items must total less than

I
Oakland Community collogg $500 (asking price must appear In y::ur ad).

OCRCHARD RIDGE CAMPUS

Thursday, Aupuaet 8

and Wednesday August 11, 9100 a.m.-$2:00 noon 2. Run your ad for 2 days—Sunday/Thursday or Thursday/Sunday

3. Your cost? 1 low price of just $19.97. Your savings?'A big 55%!
You could say our 3-2-1 plan

is o8 easy as
1-2-3!

Oaftland Community Colloge
ROYAL OAK CAMPUS
Thursday, August 19, 6:00 p.m.- 8 p.m.
Classes are only #15 and Include:
« TRAINING * MATERIALS * REFRESHMENTS
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UGHT TO YOU BY : ) THE . by 7 3
ob = o (ﬂ)bseweré Eccontric plyamtts™
5ewel'& Fecentric NEWSPAPER
St G Raupppy AW i HOMETOWN CLASSIFIEDS
) i ‘ddﬂf% COMMUNITY PUBLISHING SYSTEM Oakland Cuunl';.:" 21:?:4‘::‘070 w;.y‘:"o"ém;; 734-501-0000

Part of HomeTuwn Communications Natwork T Rochaster Aochaster Hils: 248-862-3222 Clarkston, Lake Orion, Oxford, Watarford: 249-475-4508

oaonline.com




