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Rolling on the
river not for
faint of heart

am a wimp, and I am nat
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Y2K
Lion or a
lamb?
You decide

‘H Preparing for disaster or

' tired of the hype? Here's
what some local folks are .
doing (or not) to get ready
for the new millennium.
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hobbies — those are for other peoplo.

Apparently my husband atill hasn't
gotten the mesaage.

He planned our recent trip to Nova
Scotia — down to the loat dotail. A fow
days before our departuro for Halifax,
he casually mentioned we had o
reservation for white water rafting.
Not me, no siree, I said.

To raft or not

1 finally agreed after major coaxing,
promising my husband that if I fell
out of the roft, I would take him down
with me,

By the time we pulled into the
lodge on the banks of the Shube-
nacadic River, my pulus were sweat-
ing and my heart was racing.

Inside the lodge, one wall featured
photos of bright orange rafts engulfed
in huge waves and ocean spray, Along
another wall hung rows of lifcjackots
and yellow slickers. There were

Bloomfield wasn't
familiar with Y2K
until tho summer of
1997 when a mem-
ber of his synagogue brought him a
roport. “I read it and I was fascinated.
The more 1 investigated, the more con-
cerned I became,” he snys.

Sinco that time, Jacobs has hecome
somewhat of a Y2K expert, poring over
information, sending out nowsletters,
arranging seminars, and speaking at
arcn churches,

With the coming of the Year 2000
(Y2K), Jacobs believes we will experi-
ence “sovere oconomic repercussions
ald spuradic problems with viilities in
various parta of the country. Some
(utilities) are okay, some aro problem-
atie (in terms of compliance). It looks
like Detroit Edison is doing weil, but
there is still concern about the water
company. It is atill not compliant, 1
believo it is prudent at this point to

release forms every rafter had to sign
absolving the company of liability.
How comforting. :

I asked the grandmotherly clork
who took our money te level with me. -
- how dangerous was this? “Ch, it’a
not ao bad,” she said with a smile. Or,

stpck up on water.”

Economically, Jacobs believes Y2K i
compounded by hugo debt, both nation-
al and international, corporate and pri-
vate. This coupled with.an over-inflat-

stock market will have “tremendous

implications. We'll see more volatility
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Iate in the third quarter and in the
fourth quarter,” Jacobs says.

In terms of the predictions about the
coming ycar and the poasibility of prob-
lems due largely to computers erro-
neously reading dato code as the year
1800, reaponsen from people are as var-
ied as the scale of poasibilities. Reac-
tion to Y2K forecasta rangea from peo-
ple who are completely ignoring it to
those who nre amassing everything
from food to fuel to hard cash, a few
oven preparing shelters,

Poll shows apathy

A recent poll conducted by Reuters
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for the CBS news show “Sundny Morn-
ing” showed 56 percent of the respun-
denta are not making or planning to
make Y2K preparations, though nonrly
a fifth of U.S. houscholds mny atock up
on food and water.

The potential problems nasocinted
with Y2K inspired Weost Bloomfiold
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terins of atorage and preparednesa.”

appointment, the Y2K Warehouse has
hoeen oporating for five months and
Aclls n b ion of items, Holigma

explning thut while he doesn’t stock
cnnned goads that can be bought rela-
tvely inexpensively at Sam'a Club or

- Favmington Observer

Gpun oniy on Thursdays and by *

resident Rick Heligman te open tho
Y2K Warchouse on Crestview Court in
Farmington Hills, off Grand River
between Halsted and Haggorty.

“The thing that makes the ware-
house attractive ia that we have stock,”
Heligman saya, “We scll what you can't
buy locally, items that are important in

Conteo, hin store nells such staples as
soy, navy or pinto heans. “Any one of
thesa can sustnin you. They are palat-
able and edible. We also sell wheat in
the form of the wheat berry, which you
enn eat na is or grind into Mour.”
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LASIK eye surgery can help reduce or eliminate
yourneed for cantacts or glasses.

Y
Doctors at the Michigan Eyecare Institule have pesiormed
over 15,000 relactive procedures and helped thousands
. of people improve their vision. We own cur FDA-approved
Excimer Laser and will *match advertised rates for near-
sighted LASIK performed in the state of Michigan,

Call for more Information and a free saeenrni:.

* Ad s b presontod by tho day of sungory, NG relmbursomonts.
Othor discounts and special programs da not epply.

MICHIGAN EYECARE INSTITUTE

(248) 352-2806 or (800) 676-EYES Website: MICHEYECARE.com
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Visit a branch or call our Tolephone Loan Center
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“Branch offices thronghout metropalitan Detroil, Otsego, Klinmuon' Owosso,
. Durand, Chesaning and Okeinos,
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Just Take Your Pick
from These Quality :
Graduate Programs ||

There's a new academic year coming, We're ready, How
about you? Would a graduate degree help your carcer?
In Business? In Engineering? Education? In Liberal
Studies? You know it would, Especially if it came from
the University of Michigan, Why not start now? It will N
never be mare convenient. The Dearborn campus has
the academic professionals and programs that you need,
And all graduate classes are conveniently acheduled for
working professionals. That means you can go late
afternoons or at night. First in, First out. Place the call.
Just think. A graduate degree. From U of M. Yes!

From U of M-Bearborn

Fall term closses start September 7. For gencral
information about our programs, call the Graduate
Studies Office at (313) 693-1494. Or send an E-mail:
umdgrad@umd.umich.edu. We're conveniently located at
4901 Evergreen Rd., Dearborn, M1 48128,
Visit our web site on the Internet at
www,umd.umich.edu/univ/grad.
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