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‘Detrlt Rock Clty travls to roots'ovf 70s rock n’ roll

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
BTAFY WRITIR
scascla@oc.homecomm.not

Like the song for which it waa
named, the New Line Cinema
relense “Detroit Rock City” cap-
tures the youthful energy and
disregard for authority expectod
of any rock and roll camedy.

Directed by Adam Rifkin and
produced by Gene Simmona, the
film transports viewers back to a
time colored by luva lamps,
Modd Magazine and Farrah
Foweet posters — a time when,
for many, Kiss defined rock and
roll, *“Detroit Rock City” opens in
arca theaters on Friday.

‘Made by and for Kiss fans,
“Detroit Rock City* is a throw-
back to the band's heyday. It cel-
cbrates Kiss — coatumed in

their trademark makeup and
leather suits — by fellowing a
group of four teenngo boya who
idolize the legendary band. On
ono day in 1978, Hawk (Edward
Furlong), Lex (Giuseppe
Andrews), Jam (Sam Hunting-
ton), end Trip (James DeBello),
havo but one goal — get from
Cleveland to Detroit to soe Kiss
perform live at Cobo Hall. They
will stop nt nothing to get there.
Opening with a shot of a
woman humming “We've Only
Just Begun” by The Carpeotors,
the film immediately draws lines
between gonres of music. The
character — Mrs. Bruce — is
portrayed by Lin Shaye, an
actress koown for her role as
Magda, the snoopy, ultra-sun-
tanned neighbor in “Therc’s

Sumct.hmg About Mary.” Shaye
is o Detroit native,

* Her character, “Mra. Bruce,”
mistakenly places Kiss’ "Love
Gun" album on her record player
and reloxes back into her reclin-
er just as the music cxplodea
from the speakers, sending her
reeling in anger. Her son, Jam,
will auffer the consequencea,

Exploring the genuration gop,
the rivalry between rock and
disco, teennge rebellion and the
eternnl quest for frecdom,
“Dotreit Rock City” is a coming-
of-age comedy. Accompanying
countless Kias tunes, the film is
filled with enough classic rock
songs to inspire a sing-a-long.
Vicwers are treated the sounds
of the Ramones, Thin Lizzy, Van
Halen, AC/DC and Detroit’s own

Ted N t.

Without hesitation, the film
pokea fun at false perceptions
about the band. Carl Dupre’s
script contains references to the
length of Gene Simmon's tongue,
and comments about “the dovil's
music” in 8 comical manner. Bla-
tantly obvious song references
permeato the film — from char-
acters obvioualy named for popu-
lar Kiss songs ("Beth™ and
“Christine 167), to scenes punc-
tuated with just the right musie.
One fight scene appropriately
plays out to Black Sabbath’s
*Iron Man.”

While the film was set in
Dotroit, it was filmed in Toronto.
The original “roek city” is marred
by references to crime, many of
which are sure to evoke laugh-
ter. In one scene, Mrs. Bruce

her son for buying tick-
cta to the Kiss concert and
attempting to sneak off to
Detroit:

“Now you wanna see the Devil
in the flesh...You wanna reach
out and touch pure evil, and in
Detroit, no leas,” she said.

Like the colorful pages of a
comic book, the look of the film is
bright and flaphy. With quick
¢amera movements, split
screens, and scenes that send
sober heads spinning, “Detroit
Rock City" brings back the

campy o

with such filma as the Ramone’s
“Rock and Roll High School,”
while adding the sparkle of 70s
style, reminiscent of a “Brady
Bunch™ marathon. The film uses
predictable tactics to carry its
story: from authoritarian hai
monitors, to stolen cars, and a
pack of angry guard dogs.
“Detroit Rock City” establishes

itgelf as a film about teenage
angst set appropriately to rock
and roll.

Dichard Kiss fans be warned;
don't expect to see too much of
the band members in the plot of
the film, Paul Stanley, Gene Sim-
mons, Ace Frchiey and Peter
Criss appear as themselves in
backstage scenes and in perfor-
mance, but are mostly confined
to the climax and end of the film.

*I think there will be a lot of
kids, as well as adults who will
relate to the pilgrimage these
teens are on,” said Gene Sim-

COMING ATTRACTIONS

Kiss
Fanatics:
(eft to
right)
James
DeBello,
Edward

Detroit by
storm in
search of

“Detroit
Rock City.”

NEX LINE CINESA
mons in literaturc about the
film. “I loved the script immedi-
ately. It was hilarious, it was
heartfelt, but most of all, it was
about the fana, And that was
important to us, because Kiss
has always been about the fans.”
*Detroit Rock City” offers a
tight-hearted cinematic romp
through the minds of young rock -
fans. While Kiss followers are
sure to enjoy the film, those who
can’t cope with a campy-yet-pre-
dictable plot should stay away
from this one.

Scheduled to open Friday, Aug. 13
“BRONIDOWN PALACE*

Two high school girls set off on a dream
1rlp to Thatland following thelr gradue-
tlon, The dream turns to o nightmate
when they are accused of drug traffick-
ing and sentenced 10 33 years In a Thal
prison untl) an expotriote Americon
lawyer comes to their aid, Sters Clalre
Daines,

“BOWFINGER"

Comedy aboitt 8 losor movie producer
who roalizes the anly way to got Hoily-
wood's hottest actor to be in his fitm (s,
to stalk the guy ong surrepitiously shoot
him. Stars Steve Morin, Eddie Murphy.

Scheduled to open Friday. Aug. 20
“MICKEY BLUE EYES"

Romantic comedy about an English or1
dealer in New York who falis in love
‘with tho daughter of a Mafia boss. To
win her hand, he embarks on & mission

20 thwart the Mob, but quickly finds
nimself loundering monay and mas-
querating as the notorious mobster
“Mickey bluo Eyes.* Stars Hugh Geant,
Jomes Caan.

“LOVE STINKS™

An un-romantic comedy in which boy
meets girl, boy gets gin..ond then can't
get rlg of hor no matter how hard he
tries. Stars French Stewart, Bridgette
Wilson,
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Friday, August 20, 1999
7:00 p.m. - Midnight
RAIN OR SHINE

HONORARY CHAIRS
Tracee and Cheis Theodore

MEDIA SPONSOR:
@lmwer& tmmd:

o ¢ b et bt

You're Tnvited Ta...
A Star Filled Evening

IN DOWNTOWN BIRMINGHAM

The Community House &
Chester Street Parking Structure

SPONSORED BY:

TICKETS ARE UMITED.
For ticket Information and
reservations call
248.433.8600.




