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The Actors' Company presents
“The Emperor's New Clothes,” 2
p.m. Saturdeys, Aug, 21 and Aug.
28 at Trinity Houae Theatre,
38840 W. Six Mile Road (west of
1.275, cast of Haggerty Road),
Livonia. Tickets $10 adults, §7
children and scniors. Call (248)
988-7032 for rescrvations, seating
in limited,

BY KEELY WYGONIK
STAY? WRITER

have kids in stitches when his
character, Mr. Stitch, helps the
Emperor gol new clothea in a
delightful musical production
presented by The Actors’ Compn-
ny at Trinity House Theatro in
Livonia,

“It's fast-paced, upbeat,” said
Gravame about The Prince
Strect Players LTD Production of

As o child, Gravame saw the
show performed by The Princo
Street Playcrs nt the Dotroit
Institute of Arts. In 19865 he
formod The Actors’ Company,
which {s presenting this show,

“I've always wanted to produce
and direct,” he snid explaining
how the company got started.
“It's just hil ou'ro born

“The Emperor's Now Clothes,”
hfllnqd on the eluss[c tale by Hans

! net

Mike Gravamo grow up sceing
live theater. Knowing that o lot
of kida don’t have the aame
opportunity makes him sad, sad
enough to do something about it.

On Saturday, Gravame will

The produc-
tion, adapted by Jim Eiler, fea-
tures lyrica by Eiler, with music
by Eiler and Joanne Bargy. X

“The munic is ropented a lot,
Kids will walk out humming the
tuncs.”

with, I think. I like acting, but
dirgct(ng is what I really want to

In 1889 he started taking his
shows on the road, touring
northern Michigan opera houses.

His company is specinl,
becauso they do both adult and
children's shows,
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“Discover the magic of live the-
ater,” is his wish for both adult
and children's nudionces,

“Kids today nre bombarded by
the media,” he sald. “Many have
never seen a live theater produce
tion. They don't gat to meot the
actors after socing o Disnoy car-
toon. With liva theater they do.
‘Wo meot and greot kids after the
show."

Gravame ospocially enjoys
children’s theater bocause ho
believes it gives kids a chanco to
bo kids and escape into & fairy.
tale.

The costumos and sot are
bright yellow, pink, and teal. “All
tho characters are outrageous,”

Positive signs point to cultural awakening in Detroit

Attention-grabbing
Detroit eventa such as The
Three Tenors concert and
the opening of the MGM
Grand Detroit Casinoe
undoubtedly lured many
new or estranged visitors
to the city this summer.
But will they be back?

After all, the concert was
a once-in-a-lifetime cvent
in a lame duck stadium.

The windfall for the
Michigan Opera Theatre
and the boost in Detroit's reputation as a
cultural center gave us something major to

S —
BACKSTAGE
PASS

ANN
DELLSI

celebrate. Great for a Chamber of Com- -

merceo highlight reel, but the long-term
benefits for arca cultural institutions are
difficult to assess,

Casinos generate such strong opinions
that you can burn up a day just by raising
the issue, Even time may not bring a con-
sensus of whether gaming is an enduring
source of revenue and excitement or a con-
tributor to economic and moral blight.

1 like to belicve that Detroit is in the
midst of a cultural awakening, but as a
shameless booster and host of a weekly TV
series about the local arts scene, the posi-
tive signs I see nearly every day may not
accurately reflect what's going on.

So, on a benutiful mid-August afternoon,
1 let. my mind drift as I drove down Wood-
ward Avenue from Dotroit Public TV's
BACKSTAGE PASS studios. As I passed
the New Center train station, I imagined 1
was a first-time visitor to Detroit.

That's right. I'm Norm from Chicago,
Yep, just here to check out the casino and
maybe get a peek at the new ballpark.
Then, I'll grab o brat and a beer and be on
my way.

What else do you have to show me in the
ten minute drive to Comerica Park,
Detroit?

Well, just past the Center for Creative
Studies on.your left, there's the cultural
center. That’s the Detroit Instituto of Arta,
and behind it is the Charles H. Wright
Museum of African American History. Tho
Detroit Hidtorical Muscum and the Detroit
Science Center are right here, too.
Hmmm. Not much traffic today, Orches-
tra Hali? Qh, it's the home of the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra. Pick a lane, buddy.
1'didn’t know there was a Second City
here, too. 'The Fox Theatre? Looks like
quite a place. Hey, there's the ballpark.
Right next to the Detroit Opera House,
Maybe Il circle around. I see on the Music
Hall marquee that the Montreux Detroit
Jazz Festival is coming up. What's this?
The Gem Theatre.

All right;there is a lot of action outside
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the casino. But I also saw a lat of vacant,
neglected lots, And you tell me this huge
holo usied to be a department storé? And
you broke the train in the air when you
blew it up? It does give me a nice view of
that big mural of Barry Sanders, Maybe if
his toam opened holes this big to run
through he wouldn't have retired from
foatball.

Norm's rating? Detroit, you're not per-
fect, but you're trying. Keep it up, and I'll
be back. .

The drive is over, and it's good to be
myself again. But I wonder how many
people in the Detroit area would have
their eyes opened by traveling the same
course as Norm, the imaginary out-of-
towner. Admittedly, there's plenty of
“holes,” but you can see an exciting plan
taking shape. Mosat major metropolitan
areas offer cultural attractions like the
ones Norm discovered. But Detroit can
stand out by being more affordable, conve-
nient, and friendly.

Keep your promise to come back, Norm,
and I just may buy you that brat and beer.

After a couple weeks off due to Detroit
Public TV's summer pledge drive, BACK-
STAGE PASS returns to the air 7:30 p.m.,
Sunday, Aug. 22, with legendary Detroit
soul artists The Dramatica and new acous-
tic rock from The Luddites.

said Gravame. “They’re bigger
than life. It'a the kind of show I
grew up seeing.”

Stephanie Nichols portrays tho
Empress, and was Lady Wine-
fred in the Prince Street Playors
production of the show.

“To me it's a atory that works,”
sho snid. “It teaches a lesson to
ndulta and children, There are a
lot of adults who go along with
the crowd and don't sny nnything
that hurts their status.”

In the show ahe tap dances,
and blasts away on tho trumpet,
“dreadfully.”

“It's 8o much fun to sce faces
and have the kids want to meet
you afterward,” said Nichols
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explaining why she enjoys chil-
dren's theater so much, “Theater
is in our hearts and we want to*
cultivate a now audience.”
Prosenting a show is work, but
Gravame says he's having a
blast doing it. '
“If you're not having fun,
you're not doing your job right,”
he sald. *Kid's are honest. Theyll
know.” N
Tho Actora’ Compuny will take
their show on the road aftor
appearing at Trinity House The-
atre, If you're interested in hav-*
ing them perform for your group
m{n ovent, call the number listed
nbaove. -
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Friday, August 27

Flag Raising Ceremony-----8:00 a.m.

Opening Ceremony----===-- 7:00 p.m.

- ATime to Remember,

to Reflect,
to Heal.

Every year thousands of people travel to visit the Vietnam War Memorial wall
to remember, to reflect and to heal, The Wall is a powerful emotional experience.
R ‘ The Vietnam Wall Experience—a 240-foot near-size
replica of the famous Vietnam Memorial Wall will be
on display in Southeast Michigan for three days

only.

Schedule of Events

Saturday, August 28
Flag Raising Ceremony-----8:00 a.m,
Wreath Laying Ceremony--6:00 p.m.

Sunday, August 29

Sunrise Interdenominational Worship Service and Flag Raising Ceremony ------8:00 a.m.
Rolling Thunder Motorcycle Motorcad

® Alf are welcome—admission is free
- y - ¥ ® The Wall is open 24 hours beginning Friday,
August 27 at 8 a.m. to Sunday, August 29 at 6 p.m.
® Located at Christian Memorial Cemetery, 521 East Hamlin Road, Rochester
Hills (approximately two miles north of M-59 and just east of Rochester Road}

1:00 - 1:30 p.m,

Closing Ceremony

Information

Line: 810-997-7797

3:00 p.m.

rerver
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Pixley Funeral Home * Pixley Funeral Home-Davls Chapel
Godhardt-Tomlinson Funeral Home
Elton Black & Son Funcral lHomes

Diencr Funeral Home

Christian Memorial Cemetery
Yicinam Yelerans of America, Onkland County Chapter 18$
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