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‘Every Note A Pearl’ on Starlight Drifters release

By far tho best
part of swing
dancing — and |
supposo [ speak
on  behall of
woemen when 1
say this — s
being spun
around in dizzy
circles and lifted
high into the nir.

The music of
. Ann Arbor.

hased quartet, The Starlight

Drifters, has much the sume

appeal. In & whirlwind conversa-

tion outside the Magic Bug Fri-
day, I epoke to the local rock-n.
billy boys — Bill Alton, Chris

Casello, Rudy Varner and Mare

Gray — as thoy celebrated the

relense of thoir new album,

*Every Note a Pearl.”

Between their fast-talking,
light-hoarted comments, amaz-
ing ability to finish each other's
gentences, and friendly interrup.
tions from fans on thoir way into
the club, tho band shared some
inaight into another world, ene of

- cowbay ts and Western croon-
ing, steel guitars and heart-felt
ics.

Together since 1997, the band
has added drums to its linc-up,
which rounds out ita signature
sound, and allows them to play
moro styles of music, said singer
Bill Alton, a Livonia resident.
Hesitant to categorize the band's
sound, Alton said he doesn't
“want anybody to know what we
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are!
So I won't tell you that “what
~ they are” is a talented group of
guys who refusoe to tie them-
selves — and their music - into

one style or popular trend.

In just tha few years thot The
Starlight Drifters have been
together, guitarist and song-writ-
er Chris Casello noted that the
music scene hos changed connid-
crobly,

“When wo started thero wos a
really strong rock-a-billy scens,”
ho snid, *The rock-a-billy scene
and the swing scenc have kind of
meshed.”

Mirroring that change, “Every
Note a Pearl” shows off more of
the Weatorn swing aide of a band
thot started out sounding much
more rock.n-billy on its first
album “Introducing ... The
Starlight Drifters.”

Whatever you call it, the band
members aro proud of the new
?lbum, christening it “a labor of
ove.”

“It was vory tedious at times,
but the work we put into it was
well worth It,* sald Alton. “Chris
did the engineering and produc.
ing. (We) wrote all tho songs
Sm}e!hcc I'm extremely proud of

it!

Casello admitted “Every Noto"
is *hia baby.” Working several
nights a week, the album took
about five months to complete,

“We were very meticulous
about what we wanted on it and
what we didn’t,” snid Casello.

Revealing influences ns
diverse as the Brian Setzer
Orchestra and Elvis Prealoy, the
songs appeal to n wide variety of
listeners. Dale Alton, the group’s
manager, politely interrupted to
pass a photograph around to be
autographed. A f-year-old fan
couldn’t wait a second longer. It
was just another example of the
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“A COMIC MOBSTER-PIECE! HUGH GRANT IS

universal dimension inherent in
The Starlight Drifters music.

“I think we do reach a wider
spectrum,” said Alton.

Caselle completes his thought
by adding that the audience

includes anyone “from little kids

to senior citizens.”

Dale Alton, who aleo happens
to he Bill's father, shared his own
opinion on the subject.

“Older. people can remember
this music and younger kids can
relate to it,” he said.

Above all The Starlight
Drifters offer n sound that's
unmistakably American,

“If you don't like it, you're o
communist,” said Casello, Jaugh-
ing.

Politics aside, The Starlight

Check them.
out: The
Starlight
Drifters swing
into action 9
p.m., Satur-
day, Aug. 28
at the Cavern
Club, 210 8.
First Street,
Ann Arbor, $5
cover, 21 and
over. Call
(734) 332-
9900 for
information.

Drifters established a strong fol-
lowing, most of which came
dreased in hoop akirta, alick
suits, and fedora hats. While
fancy ottire is not roquired, it

Bophie B. Hawkins —
“timbre”

Columbia Records

With a title like “timbre,”
Sophie B. Hawkins third and
Jatest
roelease
seems to
acream
“look out
below, lis.
tencra.”

All it's
missing s
o capital
e

Sophie B. Hawkins "

Heavily
weighted down in emotional
texture, the album offors 12
tracks that are not suited to
the average listener. The
parentol advisory — likely
added due to the strong sexual
roferences in songs like “32
Lines” and *“The 'Darkeat
Childe" — {an’t the only deter-
rent, Some songe are highly
Fgiirive st flective. But

suits the mood ond era the band
avokes in their styla and sound,

“They’re very professional peo-
ple,” sald Dale Alton. *] call them
eatertainers, not a band.”

Where will Tha Starlight
Drifters go from here?

Alton said he hopes the band
stays true to the roots of their
musle,

I'm sure they will.

Check out The Starlight
Drifters when they swing into
action 9 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 28
at the Cavern Club in Ann Arbor,
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'

A Fund Ra

ising Event ¢

and r
othera borderline on the deeply
depressing, like “No Connec-
tion,” in which Hawkins aings
“I'm feeling the strings of your
rejection/Kneeling in the wrong
direction/Sealing my heart to
your neglection/ Revealing no
connection.” .
While listeners might easily

Sophie B. Hawkins’ |
‘timbre’ falls flat
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relate to the weighty subject ]
matter, little reprieve is |,
derlved from s brighter song, |-
such as *“Mmm My Best |,
Friend.” The first singlo off of .
the album, “Lose Your Way” is |’
foatured on the Dawson's |
Creek soundtrack. I8

Though “timbre® might be
best reserve for a rainy after-
noon of introspection, it does
offer a couple musical gems.

“Strange Thing” showcases
Hawkins’ melodic voice in her
own gentle songbird manner. In '[!
“Bare the Weight of Me” |
Hawkins sounds as if she's |°
stretched across a piano in a [
smoky lounge pleading for
attention, for love. Spi with |
soft hints of percussion end &
violin for added romance, thia
track is a worthy example of,
Hawkins'’ work and diversified:
abilities. It's unfortunate thers
isn't another like it in the
dozen. “

All gongs were written, pro-.
duced and performed by
Hawkins, and the album is now
available in record storea, .

~ Stephanie Casola
Stoff writer

"BIG LAUGHS, GREAT STARS
“BRING A DATE, OR BRING THE FAMILY.

~One thing you can count on: a romantic comady with
Julia Roberts can’t miss. A REFRESHING BREEXL”|

TOQAY, GENE SHALIF
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INCREDIBLY FUNNY AND INCURABLY ROMANTIC.”
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" Artist’s Studio”

Sculpture Exhibit and Sale
H
Featuring the works of H
H
Award Winning Sculptor > e SR it o] |
AMC EASTLAND 2°. | AMC LAUREL PARK ‘
erry osobie AMC WOHNDERIAND .| BIRMINGAAM 8.
: ] MIR SOUTHGATE 20 | SHOWCASE 4005 | SHOWCASER LA AL T
At His Studio N [ SHOWCASE &7eiris | -SHOWCASE wiiriaus
]
Next Weekend! ~ “SYAR SOUTHFIELD . .| SrneCOMMERCE TWP. 14
ek :
August 26, 27, 28 & 29 1 CODPONS ACCERTED
.8 371D 7 Noon - 5 b.m o
P TN TIA200 STARTS FRIDAY! BTN p.m. N .
AMG EI\UHEL PARK | AMC LIVONIA 20 AMC SOUTHFIELD -
"AMCSTERLING CTR. |- . BEACON EAST BIRMINGHAM 8 All proceeds payable 10 JCC A
o MIR SOUTHGATE 20 | NOVI TOWN CTIt. 8 mE
SHOWCASE smaunowv | SHOWCASE ™ .
SHOWCASE wintcani STAR GRAT) -
STAR LINCOLN PARK | STAR ROGCHESTER
I, COMMERCE TWP, 14| LYRR  WEST RIVER

A delightful way to

enjoy the day. 3818 LaPlaya -

All art will be displayed on QY NI R Feyleal Y
the grounds of the artist's . )
studio located on Upper
Siraits Lake, Bring your
children and grandchildren
for a viewing of Intriguing
art and creative sculpture
made from bronze, stainiess
steel, glass, aluminum and

stained glass.
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