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Superintendent Bob Maxfield, said
Friday. “Which I've been confi rmlng
with stalf peaplo and parents,”

McCracken said the "whole range”
of rumora have been flying recently,

“Things like we're starting on Sept.
16, or going to a half-day for four
montha,” #aid McCracken, comment-
ing on behalf of Maxfield, who was
out of tawn. “But we aro on schedule.”

According 1o 8 support staff employ-
oe at Farmington High School, who *
asked to not be identified, the ranka
were nssured of a8 much during a
moeting with Maxficld last weck.

“He wants the goneral public to
know we will open on time and in o
safo onvironment for students,” sho
said.

Meanwhile, anyone venturing out to
sevoral Farmington Public Schools
buildings theso days aren’t being met
with teachers or “welcome back”
proclamations, even though the new
year i8 slated to begin with a half-day
on Menday, Aug, 30,

Instend, greeting visitors pro stacks
of cinder blocks, dangling wires, piles
of dirt, dust and skepticiem - and
hard-hat wearing construction work-
ers, Oh yes, not to mentjon cranes,
trailers and portable bathrooms.

Major work still needs to be completed at a
number of sites, including: Farmington, Horri-

son and North high schools; East and Bunckel
iniddle achools; and Wooddale Elementary
School.

Bitting inside a trailer outside Dunckel, not
far from where a worker was hauling a wheel-
barrow of bricks into the building, the school’s
conatruction gite supervisor said things look
worse than they really are,

“There'll be four classrooms (in the technolo-
gy educational wing) about two weeks late in
starting,” said Tony Rook of MeS/EV, the dfs«

Worry: /t ma

any kid.”

trict’s general for bond i construction.
projects. “So, we've kind of located some anll-
able space.”

A Dunckel custodian acknowledged that com-
pletion of the project and the start of school
might nrrwc almost simultaneously. *It's going
to be close.”

Rook lamented over one factor as to why pro-
Jects are being finished behind schedule: the
shortage of union-supplied construction work-
ers, partly because of a summer-long building
boom ull across southeast Michigan, McS/EV
bids out to various unions for work; but from
there it's up to those unions to supply workers
in o timely fashion.

*There's just a shortage of manpower,” said
Rook, noting that some union shops are recruit-
ing workers from other states to fill Michigan

that ...

one employee.

Despite the appearance that Dunckel is far
from finished, Rock said those appearances can
be deceiving.

“What you tec (being done) now are finishes,”
Rook explained. “They can putupa whole ecil-
ing (for) a hallway in a day.”

For the four tech ed classrooms to open in
mid-September, heavy construction will be fin-
ished by the time the first day of school arrives.

“Carpet and cabincts will be the only things
not ready,” Rook said. “The rest will be ali get.”

He aaked for some perspective, noting that
Dunckel will have 32 other classrooms ready on
time, “And we've renovated them all, which
isn't bad.”

The Inck of progress with construction is
unnerving for parents such as Wooddale's
Sharon McGladdery. Her son, Jacob, suffers
from allergics and colitis. The last thing he

whero lockers used to

uary 2000,

uary,” Scaborn said.

starting this week-
end.”
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look like the schools won’t
open, but officials say they are on schedule
/gr the first day of school, Aug. 30.

should have to encounter at the start of the
yoar is a dirty, dangerous environment, she
said. “A dm.y environment wouldn't be gnod for

McGladdery said she went up to some con-
struction workers outside Wooddale and tried
to get a straight anawer. *I asked, ‘So, how ia it
really going? And they said they didn't know if
school would open on time.”

Major work being done at Wooddale includes
a new multipurpose room. Meanwhile, the
school needs to deal with fixing a warped gym-
nasium floor, caused by a water main break
aver the summer - a setback unrelated to the

McGladdery considered it a “bud sign” that
sho saw a load of cinder blocka sitting outside
on wood pallets in mid-August. “When you see
they should be up.”

Another problem facing working parents,
McGladdery said, was day care
in the event the school year is dcluyed.

“They're golng to be s:mmhﬂng she contin-
ued. “People nced advance warning.”

Farmington High School's media center was
turned into a makeshift office during the sum-
mer conatruction period. It Literally is the only
safe haven insfde the two-story building, said

Around the corner, Shayne Rogers and Dan
Sholler of Artisan Tile were laying ceramic in
one of the bathrooms.

“We're going to be werking here while school
is in,” predicted Rogera.

There also were npemngs in corridor walls

East Middle School Principal Eugene
Seaborn this week said classes will begin on
time, but that continuing finishing touches
would take place during the afterncon shift,
Teachers are due in on Wednesday, Aug. 26.

Seaborn snid the major addition to the build-
ing, for @ districtwide central kitchen and new
school cafeteria, s still expected to open in Jan-

“Our addition won't be finiahed until Jan-

ing will be cleared out {of construction debris)
and district maintenance crews will be in here

Mickam showed the tape to a
group of iricnds after they’d been

] TESTIMONY

drinking one night in November,
Brian Kemper testified.

“There was a kind of a moment
of silence. Wc reflected on what wo
just saw,” said Kemper, who
attended Walled Loke Western
High with the defondant. “The
main reaction {rom everyone was
it was not a good thing to do ...
(He) should get rid of it.”

Mickam earlier had shown him a
cylinder-shaped camera four-inch-
cn in length, Kemper said.

“He (Mickam) thought it wos
cool,” he n 3

Another friend, who s a brother
of a girl depicted in the 30-second
tape, testified Mickam set up a
surveillance camera bought at a
Bpy store in an empty video cns-
sette box. The container had a hole
cut for the lens and wires leading
to a VCR inside a closet, he testi-
fied.
The brother, whose name is not
being used so not to {dentify one of
the vietims, recalled Mickam
showing him the tape with the
defendnnt's cousins present.

Pretty from page

“I wasn't sure what to do at
first,” the brother said. "I asked
him as a friend not to do that
agaoin ...~

Mickam's attorneys questioned
both friends about discrepancics in
their testimony and written state-
ments given to police in May.

A father of one girl reported lhe
incident after rumors of the ta|
circulated around Walled Lnkc
Western High School.

Attornoy Brian Legghio asked
Kemper why he didn't mention to
nuthoritics in his initial statement
that Mickam had shown him the
cumeru and told him about the

"I didn't think to,” Kemper testi-
fied. “I was told to put down what
I saw on the tape. ... I wrote down
what I was told to write down.”

Kemper said he later gave those
details in an interview with Oak-
land County nasistant prosecutor
Marshn Kosmatka.

Under cross-examination, both

Al

friends denied having had any mle
in meking the tape.

Twao of three girls in the video
testified they were unaware they'd.
been taped. Neither has seen LbA
video.

Both testified they often vimled
Mickam ot his home numermn
times to use the hot tub, "

They uaunlly changed in a hati'
room, but on at least one occasida,
were directed to use a spare bd‘l
room in a walkout basement. :

“Usually we weren't allowed {1
there (the guest bedroom),” one
girl testified. *I believe the boys
changed in the bathroom and wy
changed in the bedroom ... I jUd
remember them saying, ‘You c@h‘
change in the bedroom.™ 2

If convicted, each envudmppuy
count carries two years in Jl_jg
and/or a $2,000 fine. Mickady
remains free on $10,000 parlonil
bond. 3

i

prepare for a future lesson in an office or the medin
center, opening up a clagsroom for another teacher to

hold class.

Myers also said that Farmington, Harrison and
North high schools would all have their lockers
. But

pleted.

)

installed by the

won't be able to use them for the first week, primarily
8o that locker combinations can be assigned.
“Locker manufacturers have had quality problems,

they had to reject some lockers,”
McCarthy, senior project

and vico

likely

explained Bnll

begin to be occupied, they will be combed over hy
1ocal fire marshals and air quality checks will be cmﬁ-

“When we open the buildings they'll have no ln!a
:onccrm. Cowan said. “But there will be ucn.hetlc

He said school principals are being bml‘cd wcekm
on the progress of e
web site continues to be updated and school new
ters were sent out to homes.

for McS/EV.

Until those lockers are ready, students will get by
using backpacka and book bags, Myers said there will
to f

h

be no

*But the rest of the build-

rules
bags. It had been discussed whether to go to clear

bags, as a snfety measure,
“We feol comfortable about our
nated,

<

Aesthetic p

the use of such

schools,” Myers
environment.

The various school

million bond issue.

Official update

The status of construction projects
was discussed prior to Tuesday night's
school board meeting, by the board’s

building and site committee.

Afterward, McCarthy and indepen-
dent educational consultant Don Cowan
echoed Myers' assertion that schools
will be open and safe, but not in perfect

shape.

“A lot of people are assuming they'll
be walking into buildings that are com-
pletely done and that's not the case,”
said Cowan, a longtime district admin-

istrator,

Cowan added that, before buildings

pro-
jects were made possible in September
1997, when the public approved a $83.1
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atill worry ed such &g

Barbara Cherem, the district’s director of assessm
and evaluation. An unsettled environment might
impact how wel! students focus and perform. -:
“School climate ia very much tied to leurnmg,
Cherem said. “I wouldn't be at all aurpnud if it werep
difficult (for some students) to make gains™ in such Al
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