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Couple has fond memories of honeymoon in England

BY PAII HOUGIHON

Englnud = norrow ronds, bad

Roundabout
Wo found n hotel near tho air-
port (lt wuun't in the greatest

and lots
ol‘ greon, xn:uu grans - ycs. wo
wont there on our honoymoon,
Loved it. Want to go back,
+ My huaband, Tim, and I flew
Britlah Airways and bocame
some-
what
nceus-
tomed to
t o
veddy
Britiah
accent
before
we evon
landed
#1in  the
" Mother-
land and
to the
notion
that tho
little
candy
treata
handed to
us after our meanls were in fact
“sweets.”

As we stood in line to get our
rontal car after landing at
Henthrow Airport - wind and
rain ripping through our hair
and jackets — [ mmcmber think-
ing we weren't there for the
weather,

No, we were there for hlstmy.
the legacy of kings and queens,
m:jd the famous English country.
side,

Mistakenly, we'd attually
planned our itinerary ahead of
time ~ where we were going to
stay each night of our trip. As
our travels progressed, we real-
ized it would have been perfectly
reasonable to wing it — there
were plenty of bed and breakfast
inna to go ‘round.

Wao were supposed to drive all
the way to the Cotswolds to
spend the night in a B&B our
travel agent had booked for us.
But we were so tired from the
flight and the time difference
‘that wo needed immediate rost
before we figured out how to
drive the car, steering wheel and
‘transmission positioned on the
‘wrong side of the road. For tho
immediate moment, wo weren’t
‘terribly particular ‘about where
we stayed, we just wanted a bed
tocrash in.

Honeymooners'
Tim and Pam
-Houghton of Troy
as they looked
seven years ago.

d in tho world) and
did the horizontal thing for fow
hours (that means strictly sleop-

ing and nothing else) before wo .

practiced our driving _, into Lon-
den.

Wo're not nocessarily brave
souls at heart - in retrospect, wo
were noive tourists who had no
iden how grueling driving could

bo in a foreign country so depen- -

dent on roundabout intersce-
tiona.

We managed to make it into
the heart of London. We parked
and walked around the streets of
the city while the sky alternated
between bleak overcast gray and
then pure sunshine interrupted
by a few puffs of elouds. The
architecture was old and the
weather not the least bit atable.
Sunshine and rain appear
almost simuliancously.

Wo wero atruck by the obvious
fact that regular blokes lived
and worked in theso townhouces
and office buildings that looked
like they housed thesce of royal
lineage.

These buildings were old and
not just a quarter of a century
old, No, they-wero probably 500
years old or better, If Henry the
VIII revisited his old

with a thick pcanut-butter-in-
their-mouth accent whose “direc-
tiona” were entirely un-inter-
protable. Once we mannged to
navigate our car on the narrow
ronda without putting dents in
our hubcaps (thank God for car
insurance) we did OK.

Bath was a wealthy shopper's
dream with a giant Benotton
store in ancient ruins. A pair of
Lovis cost more than a pair in
Chicogo and New York com-
bined. Agnin, the architecture
was startling; curvc-shupod
stone buildings set in rows of
geomatrie perfection.

Tho Cotswolda - this was the
English countryside so often
revered by travelors complete
with charming stone cottoges,
aolicitous proprictors, carly
aftarnoon tea by the fire on an
overcast, windy day (is there any
other kini

Stratford- Upnn-l\vnn. home of
Shakespeare: what a tiny houso

ho lived in. Obviously, mankind _ i

has grown since then. As was
typical of moat towns we visited,
the gronss was really, ronlly
green. Must have something to
do with all that rain. (My knowl-
cdge of ecological scienco amazes
meo.,

Old rocks
Suhshury = on our way to this

grounds, he just might recognize
them. We were accustomed to
the idea that new is better; if you
build it, we will come, But thesc
people take great care to pre-
gerve their architecture,

As we necdled our way back to
our Heathrow hotel, we stopped
in an obscure London neighbor-
hood for a meal. I'm not sure
what made us sclect a restau-
rant with g country-western
motif, but after listening to
Garth Brooks over the sound
system and ordering a side of
Texas fries with my burger, I felt
like saying, “Hoy, Ma, lock at
me. I'm in Dallns.”

Weo would scon enough
become accustomed to hearty
Engliah brenkfnsts (with an

low-fat dulry products), blnnd

_battered and fried fish and chips

and Shepherd'a Pie.

Bath

On tho second day, we drove to
Bath. There's nothing like get-
ting directions from a native Brit

itself littlo vil-
]ugo. we slumbled upon Stone-
henge. (How can one just stum-
ble upon Stonchenge? Well, we
did.) Our goal was to visit a
cathedra! in Salisbury, but we
managed to drive right by Stone-

enge.
Hey, look! Let's turn around,
Which we did. Hate to say it,
but it was a disappointment. The
rocks (which — if you want to get
technical ~ is really what they
are) were roped off fram the pub-
lic. You could circle around them
as the wind and rain whipped
through you (weather seems to
be a theme here) but you could
not go past the rope. Instead,
you could look at ‘the rocks
(which we did), listen to a head-
phone. guidnd tour (which we
didn’t) and take note of the
unfortunate graffiti that had
been spray-painted on the rocks,
Onee we finished ravaging the
. English countryside, we spent
our lnst few daya in London.
After a week of B&Bs tucked
away in charming places, we
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checked into what we were led to
belicve (by that travel agent
back in the states) was a luxury
hotel, Luxury must have a differ-
ent definition in London.

Our room had twin beds. Even
though we were on our honey-
mnon, we could live with that.
But, we couldn't live with the
inoperable toilet. We asked for
another room,

OK, tho new room was a bit
more Juxurious. At lenst they
had the forethought to push the
twin beds together! And, hey, the
toilet worked. What mora could a
couple of casygoing Americans
ask for?

Swingin' London

As wo had surrendered our
car, we had to rely on our fect to
get around. And get around we
did. Hyde Park (with its gothic
trees arranged eerily in perfect
row after perfect row), Piccadilly
Circle (where, os culturally
enlightened Americans, we visit-
ed Madame Tussoud's Rock Cir-
cus Wax Museum; we have a

very lifelike picture of my hus-
band standing next to the proto-
typical young female late '70s
London punk, gazing into her
cyes - yuck!) and the London
theater (with audience participa-
tion yet).

My husbund, a lifelong Rolling
Stones fan, had to visit a enfe
owned by Bill Wyman.

And so, we walked. And
walked. And walked. It was far,
far nway. We were certainly in
no fear of gaining weight from
all the bacon and cream and gra-
nola and decp-fried foods we ate
while on our trip. We walked off
nearly every atinking calorie.

We finnlly got there and, well,
what do you in a cafe owned by
Bill Wyman but eat? And so we
did as we studied the vintage
photographs of Mick and the
gang., We kept hoping that
maybe, just maybe, Bill was on
the premises ... he would have
been our sole celebrity sighting.
But, alas, all we managed to do
was buy » memorabilia T-shirt
which, to this doy, ] wear when I
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Stratford: Garden and grass are well maxntauwd in Stratford-Upon-Avon, Shake-
speare’s hometawn.

work out, Makes me think of
London every time.

Since.my blow-dryer blew up
at the beginning of the trip (and
1 had a converter — can't figure
that one out} I was dependent on
hote! provided hair drying equip-
ment for styling. Onee we got
outside, however, it made no dif-
ference as the wind and rain cre-
ated a whole new atyle for me.

And our pictures certainly
show it as I am standing in front
of Scotland Yard (hair whipped
inte a frenzy), Westminster
Abbey (hair looking like a wet
rat from unexpected downpour)
and the Buckingham Palace
(hair blown entirely castward).
The hair was immortalized in
London.

Seven years and two kids
later, I'm still waiting for that
most opportune time to return to
the great British Islea. But
maybe this time we'll go when
the weather’s good

Pam and Tim Houghton live in
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