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Muslc In the park: Stu-
dents from Farmington,
Harrison and North high
school bands will perform
at a free outdoor concert,
5-8 p.m. at Nardin Park
Church. The church is-
located on W, 11 Mile, one
block west of Middlebelt.

School bells: The 1999-
2000. school year for
Farmington Public
Schools will open with a
half day of classes
throughout the district.
All buildings have been
deemed safe for students,
following an inspection
by local fire department
officials. Construction is
continuing at several

" gites.

New ownership: The city
of Farmington officially
takes over ownership of
the Civic Theatre in
downtown Farmington.
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Moms and dada fran-
tically ran inside Child
Timo day care center
only to walk out calmly
with their childron Fri-
day morning.

Some B0 children
were evacuated from
tho day care center on 12 Milo Rond
after a contract worker operating a
back hoe accidentally ruptured a aix-
inch plastic gus line.
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Tho gas leak closed 12 Milo Rond,
between Drake and Halated, for five

hours. |

When firofightora arrived at 10:25
a.m,, tho day care had o natural gas
roading of 20 parta per million, which
is not considered hazardous. Children
were sont homo s a precaution, Bat-
talion Chief John Wells sald, .

Employecs at the day care phoned
parents to pick up their children.

“I hung up the phone and picked up
my koys and loft,” said Scott Cormior
of Novi who had his son, 20-month
Cooper, at tho center. “f didn’t even tell
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my boss.”

Snld Tricin Garbarino, who arrived
to rotrieve 22-month old son Anthony,
“It's juat a feoling of panic.”

Parents who tried ta enter through
Halsted and 12 Mile becamo more
upset when they encountered flashing
fire trucks and police cars near tho
break. One mother said she could
smell gas,

Joff Figh drove from downtown
Dotroit to pick up his 3-year-old
daughter, Alexandra. They tried to

reach his wife, who worka in South-
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No: Paramedic John Wells
warns Justin Spiro to not ride
toward gas main breat.
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Hohler family
says goodbye to
historic theater

STORY BY E, GREGORY HOHLER

Edltor's note: Wo couldn’t tot the change [n ownership of tha Clvic Theatie, a long-
time fixture of downtown Farmington pass without some fanfare. Rich In history, not
only of Farmlington, but tha changos In the world that atfected the local community,
the thealer's history reprasents the changing saasons of our time. And who bettor

. to put |ts history in wurds than owner E. Grogory Hohler. Today end Thursday, read
how the Clvlc come to be and why now the Hohler family is tetting go of tho theater

he Farmington Civie Theatre
will soon celebrate its 59th
anniversary, and change owner-
ship from the Hohler fomily to the
city of Farmington.
This enniversary and the impend-
ing change of ownership has inspired
tju- writing of the Civic's nearly six
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1 of history and the story of
how the Civic came into existence.

Fascination with movies

The Farmington Civic Theatro
opencd its doors on Sopt. 20, 1940,
The opening night was a gala affair,
with my father, Edward J.
Hohler as manager,
Juat a year prior to
thia stood a grocery
store where the
Civic would now cre-
ate its own history.

How did Farming-
ton got its own movio
theater? To answer this
queation we go back to 1924 and to a
wy growing up in Adrian, Michigan,
Like 8o many othera at that time, ho
beeamo totally, fascinated by the mov-
ing picture phonomenon. “Eddio”

- that hos coma to represent aur local communlty,

Hohler wae 12 when The Family The
atro was advertising for employces.
Ho applied for the position and got
the job. His first duty was ringing a
gong for a silent movie,

During his teen years Eddic’s fasci-
nation with mavies grew and he wos
hooked. Upon graduation from high
schoo! o became the managoer of that
theater. A career was born and later
that carcer was passed on tg tho sec-
ond generation and provided work
into a third generation.

Theater managers of
the ‘308 and *40s sol-
dom stayed with the
some theater for more
than a fow years, and
80 it was with Eddie.
q He had manage-
~*'} ment jobs in Hills-
dale, Lansing,
Chicago and Ypsilanti
befora taking a job in 1938 for ane of
Detroit's largest movie exhibitors,
Associated Theatres,

Eddio was assigned to manage the
Granadn at West Warren and June-
tion in Detroit. At tho time he and my
.mother wero living in Walled Lake,

nnd this invelved quite a donily com-
mute, Because there were no expreas-
ways at the time the route involved
uaing Grand River Avenue, which of

course took him right through the city
of Farmington twice a day.

The only other theaters in the nrea
at that time were the Redford Theatro
on Lahser and the Northville P & A
{now the Mnrquis). My father, hav-
ing grown up in a small town, had tho
desire to return to that type of set-
ting. Ho appronched Associated The-
ntres awner Alec Schricber and nuked
if he would like to take a trip to look
at o looation that would be a good site
for a theater. My dad's only request
was that if Sehrieber were to build a
thenter thers that he be considered |
for the manager.

The Civie is born
The site selected was occupied by n
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Coollng off: Tbp,
Farmington kids
gather for an air-
conditioned matinee
in the early 1940s.
Above, purchascra
of War Bonds
received a pass to
see Mickey Rooney
and Elizabeth Tay-
lor in *National Vel-
vet™, Right, The
Civic held a best-
dressed contest for
the opening of the
1940 Charlie Chap-
lin film "The Great

. Dictator”,

safe enough
to begin year

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
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The state fire marshal gave the official
OK Fridny for Farmington schools undor-
going renovationa to start on schedule.

State Fire Marshal Gary Growth {nspect-
ed seven Formington scheols and gave the
district temparary approval fur occupancy.

“Wo got npproval for all seven sites,” sald
Ron Aten, facilitiea architect for the Farm+
ington Public Schools Friday afternoon.
*All spaces can be occupied by students,”

T y approval means the buildi
will have to be inspected ngain once reno-
vationa are complated, Aten said,

Major items_inspeetod wero tha fire
alarms, tho aprinkler systems and the fire
walls. Firo alarms and sprinklera must
work during test runs, and fire walls must
contain inaulation to surround plpes to pro-
toct thom from fire. :

Schoola inspected were Farmington, Hare
rison and North Farmington high schools,
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Helping out: Top, during World
War II a special booth in front of
the Civic sold War Bonds to
moviegoers. Above, local mem-
bers of the Goodfellows delivered
food to the Civie for distribution
to Farmington’s needy residents. .

Helping
hand:

Observer & Eccentric offers
merchant discount card

Just what you need, another dis-
count card, right? Right!

Today maorks tho ‘debut of the

‘Obsarver & Eccontric’s HomeTown

Savings Card Program for annual sub-

» ecribars. If you ronewed your subscrip-

tion in July or August, you'll soon

] . receive two tards in the mail, ono for

: i your

R Obscruer
subscribers
will be )

able toreel .

in big dis- -

counts

with brand.

. new Home-.

. . Town Sav-:

/ IR ics Card.:

counts and freo offors at participating
Tonts th hout the f

Just look for the HomoTown Saving
Card docal on tho merchant's window.

If you live in Farmington Hills, get .
10 percent off your nuxt color, cut,
messago ar pedicure at Partners Salon
or. 10 percent off your total bill nt New

Ploase soc CARD 8A

wallzt and one for your koy chain.
Theao cards are good for special dis-




