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two-atory wood frame building.
housing tho A & P Store. The
alte nclection was assured by the
fact that Alec Schricber and the
property owner, Louis Rose, o
Dotroit builder and doveloper,
wore businoas nssoclates. The
architect who designed the
building
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houses of tho 18205 and 1930a.
The wood framo structure waa
torn down, and the Civic Theatre
was constructed,

Conatruction began in late
1839. Finally, on Thuraday
avening Sept. 20, 1940, tho Civic
Theatre came alive with entor-
tafament. The front page of the
Farmington Enterprise (now The
Farmi Ohserver)

END

the event as follows in its Sopt.
26, 1940 edition with the head-
line, “Thentro Opening Draws
Gay Crowd:

At one of the brighteat, goyeot
affaire ever seen in Farmington,
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mare than 400 persons gathered
Thursday evening to celebrate
the opening of the new Civic The-
atre. Bright lights, colorful
gowns and an atmosphere of
“opening night” anticipation
made (¢t a long-to-be remembered
night in Farmington.

Festivitics opened with a din-
ner at Huck’s Redford Inn at
6:30 after which the guests
trooped back to Farmington to
witneas and be a part of the cere-
monles in front of the theater.
With spectatcrs crowded around

_the entrance, the guesis arrived,

to be introduced over a micro-
phone.

While most of the guests
arrived at the theater in a con-
ventional manner, some very def-
initely didn't. A prize for the per-
sons arriving in the most unusu-
al conveyance went to Glenn
Leland, Ed Pierce and George
Newlin, who amazed spectatora
by riding up to the theater mar-
quce in an antigue stagecoach,
powered by a tractor. .

After guests had taken their
seats inside the theater, a num-
ber of men connected with the
new show house were introduced,

and Mayor Leo F, Gildemeister, .

on the behalf of the city, grected
the theater.
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Patriotic times: Movie
buffs also were reminded
of the ongoing war effort.

It was then the Clvic's turn to
entertain, and they did it with a
brand new movie, "Hired Wife",
plus several patriotic short sub-
Jects, and cartoons,

The event was sponsored by the
Farmingion Exchange Club,
with the co-operation of other
clubs, organizations, and offi-
cials of Farmington and Livonia
townships. .

Tha preaidont of the Farming-
ton Exchange Club, Dr, Lee H.
Halsted, a longtime Farmington .
resident, served as the master of
ceremanios. “Tho Hired Wife,” &
newly released first: run movie

showoed at tho premiere Sopt. 20,
1940.. Everyone who attended
tho thoator that oponing night
signod a aignature board which
is now on display on tho'mezsa-

nine lovel of the theator, This. §

board had disnppoared back in
the eoarly 1860's, but was
roturned to the Civie in 1989 by
Jahn Baasalor, a longtime Farm-
ington resident, who found it in
a garagoe sale and rocognized its
importance to the community.
Tho Farmington Civic Theatre
was launched with that opening
night. Howover, it bocame a
monoy producing entity the fol.
lowing night when the movie
“My Favorite Wile” waa shown
otarring Cary Grant, with an
adminsion prico of 25 centa for
adults and 10 conts for children.

The war years .
During the war yoars of 1841-
1845, the Civic along with movia
theatora across the country
bacame tho focal point for the
home war effort, offoring patriote
ic films, nnd breaking news of
the war via nowsreols, Just after
the rurining of cach newsreel,
the movie would bo stopped and
ushers and usherettes would clr-
culate through the auditorium
with canisters, selling savings
stampa.
A war bond booth was con-
d on the sidewalk in front

addross
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recounts that mothers would
always bring their doughters to -
dish night, as only females could
got one of the dishes nnd thoy
could complete their settinga
quicker by bringing a daughter.
She also remombers that the
audience would always clap on
those nights when that dish
would fall off of someone's lap
and smash on the floor.
Chocolate was at a premium
during the wer, and Virginia
also remembars that whenover
tho theater was lucky enough to
got Horshey Bara, they would
soll out of them tha same night.
Upon the exhllarating end of
WW II, and my dad Eddie
Hohler's roturn to stateside in
1946, ho resumed hia rolo as tho
of the Civic for Assocl-

tom. On
scloct days
thoe thoater
would be
used as B
drop off
point for
ocrap metal
Golden era: drives and
This 1840 Howard
newspaper ad  Otls, a local
publicized gas station
Y . ow r
movies by big would, show
stars, up with his
pick-up.
truck to the collecti:
to tho scrapyard. .
Patriotic fever ran high during

tho war years and frequently
bond sales were held from the
stage of the theater. During one
of those nights in 1842, my dad
was selling war bonds from tho
stage, and Al Ross, propristor of
the Farmington Bakery, said he
would buy a $1,000 bond if Eddie
would enlist in the Marine

‘Corps. As moat of my dad's

friends and relatives had alveady
started serving their country, he
took Al up on the offer. Thia

of the theater, and prior to the
movie on nights whon President
Franklis

n Roosevelt would broad- . fro

cast to the country, his radio

Ited in a period of about
three and a half years, in which
the Hohler family was absent
m the_theater management —
the only fime in ita history.
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Recollecti

During this absence the the-
ater continued to eerve the
Farmington community, offering
diah nights, ovenware nights *
and cosinetic nights, Virginia
Huorris, Farmington Hille resi-
dent and longtime employee,

ated Theatres. In 1849 tho the-
ater was aold to Community
Thentrea and my dad continued
managing with business as
usual.

However, in 1851 the Civic
‘waa in financial crisis, The
advent of television brought on n
dramatic decline of the thestor
industry. Tho Community The-
atrea acheduled the Civic for
closing: Detormined not to'let
the Civic go belly up, my dad
with the assistanco of Louis
Rose, the building owner, took
the risk of buying the business
from Community Thenatres; The
Civic was snatched from the
jaws of deatruction and my dad
grasped his long-held droam of
being n movie exhibitor.

During these difficult times in
the 1850’ the theater was kept
alive largely through the success
of children’s matinecs on Satur-
day and Sunday. Gradually the
Civic saw a return of its audi-
ence ns fascination with TV
obbed in the lata 50's.
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| How 10 Reach Us
a a > Newsroom: 2484775450
) ¢ ' S 5 . SHRUBS
» Nightiine/Sports: 734-953-2141 {6 Month Warran
»~ Reader Comment Line: 734-953-2042 on all sale shrubs!
> Classifie) Advertising: 734-531-0900
> Dbplx“;:dveﬂhlng:w 734-591-2300 PG\"‘““oag wou ‘
@ @ > Home Delivenyt . 248-901:4716 25% .
> CableTVWeekdy:  734.953.2190 A
HETE arg;
Hnoe f Mir,
. . developmegnts in your area, f e ; - Joh's G’aal semow
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¢ CLAsSIFIED AFTER Hours: 734-591-0900

= Place classificd ads at your convenience.
.@ CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS -

terrific sale! g

Choose from a huge selection of

3 AvieCl OAKLAND COUNTY: 248-901-4716
titles, all at unbeatable prices! = Kegiest SUBScilpilans at your convenlence.
: . . O&E ON-LINE: 248-644-1100
. : »"01 CAN access On-Line With [ust 360Ut ahy communicatlons
software—PC or Maclntosh, On-LIne users can:
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u‘. feet Exploding with Dance Excltement!
sstonal Wood Dance Floors
* Extenslve Performing Arts Curriculum :

*'Ihr * Jazz % Ballet % Lyrical % HipHop s Volce % Acting B
- % Highly Tralned Professional Instructors

+* Award Winning Dancers
* Moming, Afternoon & Evening Classes
* Promoting Mind, Body & Sprrll

ENROLL NOW

» Send and recelve unlimited emall.

» Access all features of the Internet—Telnet, Gopher, WWW
and more, :

» Read electronic editians of the the Observer & Eccentric
newspapers. c

© Chat with users across town or acrass the country.

Friday » September3
. through :
Monday * September 4
9:00 ami - 9:00 pm

T8 puoro Repmints: 734591-0500
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- Provide the publication date, Paggcﬂumbe \, and description Let us share our love of dance with you!
wve deen published within'the

.. of the plcture, which must ha
past 6 months,

0 for the first peint, $7.50 for each additional

dvance (check or credit card).
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i Coming soon to Wixom ~ June 2000 - Tell your friends!
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Farmington Hills »- 48334
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Call For A Free Brochure

245477-3830 omn,, i1

24717 CRESTVIEW CT., FARMINGTON HILLS
NORTH OFF GRAND RIVER, EAST OF HAGGERTY




