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Parental watch: Parents watched their kids from

outside the picket fence.

Let’s play

Rain doesn’t dampen
spirits at dedication

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITEK

oluntecrs, city officials

and others connocted

with the Kids World
PlayScape said “swent equity,”
generous donations and dedica-
tion were keys to the project's
succoss,

Children waiting to use the
brand-new play structure in
Shiawasseo Park ran through
the entrance when tho tape wos
officially cut, quickly taking up
all the swings and slides.

Noarly 200 people attended
Thursday’s dedication and open-
ing of the play structure. The
rain didn't keep die-hard play-
ground fans, like Alyssa
Cravens, 4, from enjoying them-
aelves.

“She was the firat one on the
swings,” mom Susan Cravens of
Farmington Hills said. Alyssn
was trying to keep her Beanie
Baby toy dry with one hand
while she swung. “We're going to
bo back tomorrow.”

Christiana Palmer, 3, of Farm-
ington Hills also was undaunted
by the wet cquipment.

“Her favorite is the alido,” dad
Charlea Palmor said.

Naot all children wore fans of
playing in the rain, however.

“She went and played but got
all wet (and ecame back),” Kim
Moore aaid of her daughter
Lindsay, 8.

Her brother Christopher, 4,
was undaunted by the rain. He
particularly enjoyed tho minia-
ture bulldozers that allow chil-
dren to push and pull levers to
move dirt around.

Laurie Esch, a Cub Scout lead-
er, brought her group, Pack 46
:o the park for its August meet-
ng.

“They were practically tearing
down tho ribbon before it got
taken down,” Esch said of her
troops, busily playing on the
atructure.

Thuraday’s dedication wns
attended by playscape volun-

County official say I-Ills
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PlayScape

teors, city officials from Form-
ington and Farmington Hills
and local clected representa-
tives.

At times, the dedication cere-
many was emotional as people
took time to thank all those who
were involved.

“(The playscape) is the high
wator mark of my public service
carcer,” said Farmington Assis-
tant Manager Bilt Richards, whe
spearheaded the project.

“The playscape is a symbol of
how much people in this commu-
nity care about their children,”
snid Frank Lauhofl, Farmington
city manager.

Kids World PlayScape was
brought to life in Farmington's
Downtown Visioning Task Force
meetings conducted in 1998. The
city administration set the
PlayScape budget goal of
$126,000 and Farmington City
Council approved foundation
funding of $60,000 for the pro-
Ject,

The project’s fund-raising
committee succeeded in raising
more than $220,000 in dollars
and in-kind materials, thus
exceeding the project goal by
more than $100,000 and con-
structing the facility. Committee
members Mardy Stirling, Bruce
Lilley and Nancy Tashman tire-
leasly led the fund-raising effort.
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Around they go: Michael Esch, Roger Mrozovich, Jordan Turner and Ben Behjati have a wild time in the rain on
the tire swing.

road projects are on course

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
BTAFF WRITER
leconnor@oc. homecomm.not

Road construction is not as
gimple as plop-
ping down
asphalt and
steanrollering
-it smooth, says
a road com-
mission plan-
ner,

Soveral
months, il not
years, of plan-
ning are
involved a8
well as hag-
gling  over
auch things aa right of way, said
Thercsc Gillis, programming
suporvisor for the Rond Commis-
ston for Oakland County.

Tharese Gillls

M Adding a right turn lane on
eastbound 12 Mile onto Orchard
Lake Rond,

All four projects are in various
planning stages.

A chamber member whose
busineas is on Orchard Lake and
12 and1/2 Mile called the plan to
add a right turn lang a “nice lit-
tlo project.”

But, Target Equipment Lens-
ing owner Linda Jolicoeur said
another lane won't unclog traf-
fie, which backs up in front of
her business. Employees and
visitors cannot get to and from
the building, she anid.

“It's a nightmare alt day long,”
Jolicoour said.

The busineas owner said the
prablem is the eight-mile stretch
of 1.696 where Orchard Lake is
the iny exit,
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Orchard Lake ramp,” Brock snid.

Construction bids are expected
to be awarded for the widening
of 12 Mile from Inkster-North-
western and resurfacing of Mid-
dlebelt from 12 Mile to North-
western next manth.

The Middlebelt resurfacing is
an cxample of the commission's
attempt to maintain existing
roadways, Gillis snid. Such
rehab projects run $60,000 a
mile as opposed to total recon-
struction that cost $300,000 n
mile,

“We not only have to leak at
widening and ndding capacity,
we have to look at preserving at
“what we have,” she said.

An environmental study needs
to be done before the Orchard

Gillis apoke at tho Farming-
ton/Farmington Hills Chamber
of Commerce Business Develop-
ment Luncheon Thuraday,

She gave updates on county
road projecta planned for Farm-
ington Hills, Those include;

B Widening of 12 Mile to five
lanes from Inkster to Northwest-
ern Highway. Part of Inkater
and 12 Mile intersection falls in
Farmington Hills;

M Resurfucing Middlebelt from
12 Mile to Northwestorn;

® Widening of Orchard Lake
into a four-mile boulevard from
10 Milo to 1.696, and;

isona task
force looking into an additional
1-896 exit. The Michigan Depart-
ment of Transportation, nat the
county rond commission, handles
highway exita, Gillis said.

“It's extremely difficult to get
any exit funded by state dollars,”
Gillis added.

There is some encouraging
news, Formington Hills City
Manager Steve Brock said.
MDOT is at lenst looking at the
possibility of nn 1-696 exit at
Franklin and Tyler ronds.

“Though it's not in our city, it
will provide relief for the

Lake boulevard project can be
put out for bids, Gillis said. The
county is also negotiating with
hemecowners for several small
swatha of right of way along the
west side of Orchard Lake.

Right of way ncquisitionsa of
cight to 10 small strips, and pos-
sibly n house, are expected to
run $260,000-$500,000 while
construction is estimated at $9.5
million.

*“That's nat very much right af
way,” Gillis anid,

Design for the project is 80
percent camplete, Gillin snid.
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Fun times: At left, Billy Cova doesr.'t mind a ride
down a wet slide.Above, Ashley Horne, Matthew
Horne and David Carter fly the space shuttle.

Retiring? Consider
Fairfield Glade,
Tennessee! P&

Come visit and see all that
we have to offer!

Enjoy two nights and three days of golf—
your choice of four different 18-hole
championship courses, Only $69.50 per
person, per night. This special offer
includes two rounds of golf for cach
person, two nights at the Fairfield Glade
Lodge (double aceupancy) and a howmes
tour is required for you and your spouse, P
if married, with a Faicfield Homes real

estate professional.

To make reservations for this special
offer, call Jan at 1-800-383-7600 and
receive a complimentary video.

Glade

Your participation in a one-haur tout s tequired, It maseied, both husband and wite must attend, This offer is detigned for
persons with a minimum income of $50,000. Transporiation, roeals and incidentals are not included. Expires 11/30:39.
Michigan Licensed Broker: Kathetine S, Rosevear, 12426 Woodgate, Plymouth, Mé 48176, Retall vafue it $400.00




