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City officials act to make sure nobody hogs the fun at Kids World
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Famlly fun: Kids World PlayScape so far has been o big

hit with area families.
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Now that Kids World

PlayScape officially is up and
available for use, Farmington
city officials want to make sure
the facility ian’t monopolized by
anyono.

During Tuesday's council
meseting, n list of rules was
approved. Also the council estab-
lished rates for those wishing to
resarve the Kids World pavilion,
limiting reservations to two-hour
blocks per day for groups and
individuals.

Tho cost to reserve tho pavil-
fon is $16 per hour for residents
of Farmington and Farmington
Hills or $20 per hour for non-roa-
idents, up to two houra por
rescrvation, Farmington-Farm.
ington Hilla non-profit groups
are exempted.

Those intorested in reserving
the pavilion must do so et city
hall, 23600 Liberty Strect.

Live wite: Farmington Hills City Naturalist Joe Derek shows one of the live tr%)s
residents may be using illegally to nab critters and relocate them in the wild. Resi-
dents often need DNR permits to use such devices.

Trap rap

Permit needed to catch critters
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Live traps are not always the
answer when dealing with a
ravenous raccoon or smelly
akunk, a naturalist says.

Residenta using such contrap-
tions to rid animals from their
property creates ather problems.

For ono, the Department of
Natural Resources require peo-
plo get a fur trapping or animal
nuisance pormits to use fve
traps, which are aold at hard-
ware and sparting goods storcs.

While scomingly humane, such
dumping upsets the natural bn!~

In general, “unless it’s around
their houso, live trape are not
ble,” said Lennox.

ence, F Hills
iat Joe Derck said.

Actually, the animal may get
killed by another or starve,
Derok said.

“Thore's not enough food in
one location,” Derek said. “There
is a volume of what food and
water is available. All these ani-
mals can’t live happily over after

thore, {but) that'a what people

think.

For instance, woodchucka are
territorial. Thoy will fight with
another dchuck for space,

Such traps, which also
household pets — can only be
used within 460 feet of the
houso.

Once they catch vermin DNR
mandates they be released
immedintely ar destroyed.

“The law is very clear on it,"
said Sgt. Tom Lennox, DNR con-
servation officer. “They aro not
allowed to transport them to
othor areas.

“Phat's dofinitely a no-no.
They'ro spreading thelr_problum

to somoone olso usually. o

uaually kicking one out of the
woods and right back to the resi-
dential arca.

A concentration of breeds
could foster the spread of dis.
enses,

The DNR gets complainta
about nuisance animals, mostly
skunks and woodchucks. Proper-
ty owners will go through
liconsed private companies or
apply for nuisance animal dam-

¥ . many take
to the nearest wooded area.

age purmit.

A license is not neoded to deal
with which are causing
damage.

Usc of live traps without a per-
mit could result in fines ranging
$85-$200, deponding on the
jurisdiction, Lennox said.

Part of the solution is resi-
dente lesrning to live with
nature.

Some residents phono Derek to
seck remedies for birds flying
overhead to skunks traipsing
acrosa their lawnas,

“You've just got to learn to live
with them,” Derek aaid. “When |
was a kid, wa noever thought
about moving a aquirrel. I get
calls alt the time, If thoy're eat-
ing out of your garden, put up a
fonce or plant differont types of
flowora.

“(People) want to Jive in a nat-
ural area, but they don't want to
tolerate nature when it bothers
them.”

DNR's Lennox agrecs.

“We do notice as the area
grows, thare s more and more
conflict betwoen humans and
animuls,” Leanox said. “Usually
tho humana win out.”
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been a packed house every day,”

Stirling added. “Everyone’s

enjoying” the playscape. “It's a

real good addition to the city of
) ]

Farmington City Manager
Frank Lauhoff said the hourly
rate to use the pavilion will help
offset the actual cost of mainte-
nance and cleanup of that area.

Rules and regulations mirror
those for the other picnic pavil-
ion in the east end of Bhi-
awassee Park, said Mardy Stir-
ling, chair of the Farmington
Planning Commission and an
active member of the playscape
development committeo.

*Thore are two sets of rules,
ona for the pavilion and ane for
(Kids World),” Btirling said.
“Both of those are meant to help
make it a goed place for every-
one to visit.”

And many peaple have been
visiting the playscape since the
Aug, 26 dedication ceremony.

“From what I understand, it's

Fi

The Kide World committee
and city officials concurred that
pavilion visits be regulated in
terma of length.

In his recommendation to
council, LauhofY said, “Since this
area is not designed for long-
term picnics and large groups,
the shorter reservation time
should be adequate. At the same
time it will assure that the pavil-
jon isn't monopolized ... by select
groups or individuals.”

Lauhoff, during an interview
Iast week, emphasized that the
playscape, itself, would remain
open to everyone during periods
when the pavilion is reserved.

Conversely, when the pavilion
isn't boaked, it ia open for all
playscape users, LauhofV said.

Here.are rules’
for Kids World

Kids World PlaySicape -

Fa Parent ox adult supes-
£ No unattended chil-
drenallowed. .
#1 No animals or pats’
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The leather jacket steps up.

from Lafayette 148. Made in the USA
Black leather jacket with merino
wool/nylon knit sleeves and back.

A new direction for fall,

Bizes 4-14. $398.
White short-sleeved lee.
Cotlonvtycra® spandex.

Sizes S-XL. $58.
Black wool crepa pants.

Sizes 4-14. $258.

in Collection Sportswear.

Jacobsons

SHOPPING HOURS » MON-SAT 10-8 « OPEN SUN AT NOON
Jacobson's Charge

Complimentary Siiver Gift Box
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