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' _Seven Mile ramp closes
Contractors were expected to close
entrance and exit tamps this weekend for
northbound 1275 a1 Seven Milo Road for

reconstruction of the amps.

The closure is expected 10 135t approx-
imately 10 days. Motorists can use Exght
Mile Pond and Six Mile Road exits o5
alternste routes.

Contractors 8150 are poving now 1anes
of the northbound side froeway with the
“Inimidator,” which paves tivee lanes
simultancously, and completing bridge
dock work on the bridge overpasses.

The $49 miflion project is expected to
conclude 1his falt,

On the bus: Elected offi-
cials in Farmington and
Farmington Hills will
march on Lansing to pro-
tect House Bill 4777,
which they believe will
negatively affect home
rule.

You're invited: The
Detroit Edison Citizens
Committee will meet at 7
p.m. in the Hills Fire
Department headquar-
ters.

Kids wlll:lasso safety, A3
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Second entrance OK’d for library

missioners ap
driveway for

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
lmnnm'oehemmu

Farmington Hills Planning Commis-
sion didn't place another bookmark in
an extended chapter for site plan
approval.

Hills voters overwhelmingly passed
an $11.7 million bond issue to expand
Farmington Hills Community Library
in August 1998,

Upon a sccond Jook, commissioners

mmmmoully OK'd site plans — includ- -

ing a troublesome second entrance —

for the Farmington Hills iibrary addi- -

tion Thursday,
In May, planning commissioners
tabled site plnns nﬂcr nuUmerous ques-

After tabling the issue in Mn{m[:lanning com- -
roved a site

e Fnrmmgton Hills library
branch, targeted for improvements with the
blessing of voters in 1998,

and a second

.side driveway.

Construction of a new parking lot is
expected 1o start in the spring of 2000
followed by the building addition in
summer.

Another postponement would have
knocked that timetable off course and
wreaked havoe with an already tight
budget, said Bob Plummer, Farming-
ton Community Library board presi-
dent. Construction costs are only going
to increase as time passes, he added.

“We've already lost nearly one year
in building time,” Plummer said.
*We're already hard pressed to mect
the budget the vaters approved.”

Since the site plan review in May,

architects pazed the building height

tions arose, d west-

Please scc LIBRARY, AS
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d: A second entrance would be built west of the Hills

branch which is scheduled for improvements.

Diversity

BY RICHARD PEARL
BTAFF WRITER
rpeari@oe.iomecomm.net

handsome, brown-skinned young

they are.

and his friends have encountered.

to seniors,

Hills M

Sharing hopes
for the future

‘When will there be a real smile on Rajbir Bedi's
foce?
The day other students at Farmington High
School realize he and his friends of various skin col-
- ors, racks and nationalities are just as human as

Bedi, a toll, well-spoken, turban-wearing follower
of northern India’s Sikh feith who is active in inter-
cultural and interfoith activities in metro Detroit,
told about 160 people of prejudice and ignorance he

He was one of more than a dozen peaple,
ity lenders and others,
who shared views and hopes for the future Thurs-
dny night at l.he fifth annual !uckoﬂ' meeting of the

1tural/Mul-

tiracinl Commum ty Council.
Entitled “Many Faces: One C

" the pro-

ing unity out of iversity.

entl spoken in the district.

Get a taste
of chamber
business expo

Bv mnmm PEARL
.-pudaoejmmmma -
A fine business exposition that tastes

P participan:

Joanne McShane of Farmi

gram at the William Costick Activitics Center on 11
Mile Road celebrated the two cities’ efforts at bring-

. Priscilla Bronillette, Farmington Public Schoola
board president, zeroed in on the width and breadth
of the diversity when she noted there are 65 differ-

rogram ts besides Brouillette included the
North Farmington High School marching band and
choir; city council members Nancy Bates of the Hills and

on; F

multiracial rally.

city manager Frank LauhofY, It was hosted by council co-
chmrperwnl Karen Bolsen and Jim Hall.
The main feature, 8 dmc\umon of "Commg Together to

Celet

Leading: Channel 7 newscaster Mark Hayes led
the discussion at Thursday’s multicultural/

Hrary PootU BY RICK BarTn

Our C
Publie

ar

y's DI " was led by Mark

Schools Bob

and Far
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Just a regular guy

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
loconnor@oe.homecomm.net

Former Detroit Tiger pitcher Dan
Petry wore an invisible turban and
made a searing delivery to the Farm-
ington Exchange Club.

'l'he member of Lbe 1984 Tiger World

t, too?

That's the 1989 Taste of F' &
Business Expo, 5-9 p.m. Tuesdny, Sept. 28
at the William Costick Activities Center in
Farmington.

But time in getting short for those restau-
rants and firms hoping to entice the public
with their wares, says Carleigh Flaherty,
executive director of the sponsoring Farm-
ington/Farmington Hills Chamber of Com-
merce.

‘The deadline to register for booths in this
unique forum - w}nch is in its fifth consec-

utive yenr of it the fest with

d Johnny Carson's
Cnrnm: the Mngnificent to tickle his
audience at the Brass Pointe restau-
rant Wednesday.

With Exchange Club member Barry
Melamed serving in the Ed McMahon
role as foil, Petry held o hermetically
sealed envelope to his temple and
uttered the phrase “catch 22.°

“What would the Tigers do if you hit
1,000 fly balls to them?" recited Petry
upon opening the envelope.

the business expo - is Friday, cays Flnher-

ty.

As of Tuecsday, only four restaurant and
18 business booths remained for the event
that is becoming inereasing popular both
with business people and families.

"Where else can you take the family to
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Petry's routine sparked howls of
laughter. If the “Tonight Show™ humor
didn't sway the audience, his unassum-
ing manner and sincere expression of
his love for the area did.

After retiring from baseball, Petry
and his family settled in Farmington
Hills and the former hurler now works
as a sales representative.

He helped coach the North Farming-
ton/West Bloomficld baseball Cobras to
a world championship this summer.

Like many former Detroit athletes,
the Palto Alto, Calil., naotive stayed
here. Midwestern values made him feel
gyoun

°I found it was n lot more down to

Brary PuoTo BY BitL Brestrx
Hometown: Former pitcher Dan
Petry calls the Farmington
arca home.

earth ihnn in California where :Ls a
more fast-paced, holiday

he said. "I never ’ felt closer to anylhmg
than playing with the Tigers.”

Rank-and-file fan

He shares the passion of an everyday
fan when talking about the tcam that
drafted him as a 17-year-old in 1976.

Like most Tiger zealots, he cringed
when news of Tiger Stadium’s demise
first broke.

“I snid why? Yeah, it was a little
dirty and it was a little cramped. The
playing field was the finest [ ever
played on,” 2aid Petry, who added he's
softened his stance since then and

Please see DAN, A5

Salary
request
leads

ballot

By LARBY O'CONNOR
BTAYY WRITER
loconnor@oeiomecomm.net

Farmington Hills officials are grap-
pling with a tough task: How do you
pique the interest of the electorate on:a
wp:c sbout o3 sexy s Qlive OQil in-a

: | AMENDMENTS

On Nov. 2, Hills voters will decide on
seven amendments to the city charter,
which was written in 1973,

A majority suggest changes to reflect
the times, Chief emong them is Propos-
ol A, which would increase salories of
council members from 81,800 to $5,000
annually and the mayor's pay from
$2,700 to $7,000.

Then there are the others, which
deal from maonagerial nuduu to per:

of s ired for rof-
erendum petitions. Cny officials say
they need to clearly explain proposed
amendments to voters.

A fear is thot the electorate tends Lo
vote no on proposals thot are confus-
n

g.

“On the referendums, I helped write
them and I still don't understand sume
of them,” said Council member Jon

Plcase see BALLOT, AB

‘The girls swim team at Fn.rmmg-
ton High School is practicing in
outdoor pool, to the chagrin of nl.
least one parent. .

re swimming outside in the
icy cold water,” lamented Carof Loe,
Her daughter, Cathy, is a FHS
sophomore and a member of the
team.

Loe said her main bont of con-
tention was that both North and
Harrison’s teams were abla to prac-
tice in beated, indoor facilitiea ~
unlike the Fnlconl squad, coached
by Jason Caviechioli.

“He (Cavicchioli) has said he has

turning blue,” Loe continued. *It's

Parent calls outdoor
practice ‘ridiculous’

a team of smutfs, because they’re

M ‘He (coach Jason Cavic-
chioli) as said he has a
team of smurfs, bocause .
they're tuming biue. t's
Just ridiculous.’

Carol Loe

—Parent

5:30 p.m. at Harrison, when a time .7 |
slot was cvailable. The team pra:
tices about six times & week.

*QObviously, it's not an ideal situa- -
tion,” Swinchart. “But we had to do -
the best we could, given our circum-
stances.”

Loe also said that the Beechview
pool doesn’t have starting blocks
which keeps swlmmerl from effec-

said it.was Cavicchioli’s docision to
have Scptember practices held right
after school at the private

Becchview Swim Club Instead of

J“ﬂ'v ridiculous.” tively practicing their
ding to Lo, it is * “They don't have n.mngblndu .
able” for the team to out- ut Har- ~
side when indoor pools are avall-  yon doesn't, either”
able. . Swinehart sald the Fnlcnm will
“I don’t care if they have to split  ;ractice at the swim club until Octo-
their tanes with us,” she snid. r 1, after which they will share
Athletic director Brion Swinehart (1,4 ywimming pool ! at Horrison.

He aaid the wnu-r is heated at 84
degrees Fahrenheit, and that the

T Please sec POOL, A8




