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Sarah Westrick of Livonia is a
ninth grader at Churchill High
School in Livonia. This is her
account of a trip she took carlier
this summer.

From Junn 29 to July 16, I had
«the privilege of going on & trip to
‘Austrelia 'with 40 of my peors. T
‘went with an organization called
‘Peaple to People Student Ambea-
-sadora,
i President Dwight Eisenhower
Wounded People to Peoplo in 1858,
‘He believed that individualn
reaching out in friendship to peo-
ple of other countries could con-
..tribute significantly to world
peace. The program’s goal is to
+.—have astudents return home with
~%vn better understanding of world
s+¥uffairs and o genuine respect for
their country.
Delegations from all over the
nited States and Canada travel
to various places around the
world. This year, the Wayne-
* Qakland County delegation trav-
‘Fled to Australin.
< During my three-week trip, we
ado our way down the cast
“tonst from Cairna to Sydney.

siras

<Angeles, and after o two-hour
nyover, wo had o 14-hour flight
Sydney. To complete the very
ong journcy, our last flight was
.vi-from Sydney to Cairns,
We arrived in Cairns in the
fternoon. Qutside the airport,
we were grected by waving palm
rees and mountains covered
ith lush green trees. It was
ery beautiful, The rest of tho
ny, nothing clsc was planned, so
rested. At night, we went to the
each to see the sunset.
For the next few days, we were
ery buay. We took a gondola
s'.?‘ky—ridc over the rain forests.
“From up there, you can sce all of
“Cairns and tho constline, On the
-~ Dther side of the mountain, there
owas a small Australion cultural
Scenter. There we saw Aborigines
sperform traditional aboriginal
sdances, They also demonstrated
*xthow to throw a boomerang and a
- "gpear and how to play n didgeri-
doo, a musical instrument made
from a long, hollowed-out piece of
timber. You play o didgeridoo by
blowing through it. At the center,
. called Rainforestation, we got to
“hold koalas. The marsupials,
"+‘which look like smalt bears, were
" cute, but they smelled strongly of
" cucalyptus leaves,
. The very next day, we headed

i3 From Michigan, wo flew to Los -

raveler loves visit

Blilabong: A standing pool of water in the Australian outback near the town of
Charter Towers. The typical Australian billabong involves an intermittent river that
flows only after heavy rains.

Koala encounter: Sarah Westrick of Livonia visits the
animals at Billabong Sanctuary just outside of

Townsville, Australia,
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Enjoy a BounceBack Weekend®
st Hilton and refax for lass.
Whon was tho last time you did
ebsolutoly nothing? Enjoyed pam-
pering thot made a few doys feol
tike a vacation? AHiton  FROM
BounceBackWookond  §|
providas averylhing you  Barmant
nead to rest and rovive. Plus
recaivo 8 froe Continontal braok-
fost or crodit towards o full brook-
fast (at Hilton Suites you'll tective a
full Amarican broakfast and
evoning beveragoe reception). You
can maka your BounceBack
Woekend resarvations at
www.hilton.com/bounceback

oreall your fonal travel
egont, 1-800-HILTONS, or one of

for the Great Barrier Reef. We
took a large boat out to a huge
flonting dock in the middle of the
Pacific Ocean. Once I changed
inte my bathing suit snd collect-
ed my mask, snorkel and fip-
pers, I was ready to go.

After I jumped in, [ was in awe

.over how spectacular it was down

there, I sow a lot of colorful fish,
gome ns small us my pinkice fin-
ger nnd othera that were 50
pounds or more. There was such
a variety of colers, shapes and
sizes,

Tho coral was exactly the same
~ such a variety. It was filled
with many colors Jike blues,
greens, yellows, browns and
pinks. All were unique, with o
definite shape. For example,
staghorn coral looks like deer
antlers, and brain coral really
looks like a brain. That is an
experience I will never forget.

Over the second week, we went
to the outbnck on a farm stay in
Charter Towers. There isn't
much out there, just miles and
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miles of bush and a couple of
stray trecs,
We went to Billobong Snnctu-

_ary outside of Townsville. It was

a small zoo with all kinds of ani-
mals native to Australin, We saw
kangaroos, koalas, wombnts,
kooknburras, We got to hand-
feed the kangaroos, too.

While we wero traveling to
South Moll¢ Island, we stopped
in a city called Ayr. There weo
met with government officinls
from the Burdekin Shire Council
and received an officinl civic wel
come.

For two nights, we stayed at
South Island, which is part of the
Whitsunday Islands, It was a
tropical paradise. We climbed to
the highest point on the island,
and we had a 360-degree view of
the whole place,

Next we stopped in o small
town called Yeppoon for a night,
Yeppoen is home to Olsen’s
Capricorn Caverns. The caverns
are a large chain of opan caves.
We took o Lour, and I learned lots
of things about caves.

That night, we visited o
crocodile farm, The crocs were
huge. For dinner there, you could
try some crocodile soup, I decided
to try a little ... it tasted a bit

like chicken but chewy. Later on,
while it was durk, we tried to
spot crocs’ eyes with flashlights,

1 had fun that night even
though [ jumped a few times.

In the final week, we split up,

Under |

and ench person {n my group
stayed the weekend with an Aus-
tralian fumily in Gladstone. It
was a good way to learn nbout
the overyday life of a fomily

ere,

Another girl in our group and I
stayed with the Davie family.
They had a daughter my age,
Jomma, While staying with
Jemma, we went to a donce nt
hor school. We nlso visited the
Troplc of Capricorn, went to an
Australtan mall and o McDon-
ald's, which was very much like
our McDonald’s here in Michi-
gon,

On our travels from Gladstone
to Sydney, we visited the Cape
Byron Lighthouse in Byron Bay
and also Rainbow Beach, famous
for ita variety of colored sands,

The last couple of days we

spent in Sydney, It's a beautiful
city. We went to the Visitor Cen-
ter whore the Sydney 2000
Olympics complex 4 being built.
We toured the [nmous Sydney
Opera House, viewed the Har-
bour Bridge and alvo spent on
evening at Planct Hollywood.
. Our trip eame to an end in
Sydney, and we flew from there
to Los Angeles and then homne to
Michigan.

This whole experience wak
cducational and rewarding, and |
am proud to have had the oppor-
tunity to represent our country
as a People to People Student
Ambassador.

Sydney: One of the many new structures being pre-
pared for the 2000 Olympics.
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the Detrolt aren Hiltons listed,

Hilton Garden Inn® Plymouth 248-420-0001 885
Hilton Grand Replds Airport 618-957-0100 863
Hilton Inn Souihficld 248-357-1100 $76-$95

Hilton Northfiold 248-879-2100 899 + One of the Toﬁ Rated Shows Nationwide + Over 170 Artists
Hilton Novi 2463494000 889-595 U+ Entertainment & Refreshments + Free Admission | Pt vt )

Hilton Suites Aubum Hila 248-334-2222 99 , o 'y egs

Hilton Suitas Datroit Metro Airport 734-728-9200 $79 » Fami ly Area: Children's Jammes, art & activities

Hilton Tolodo 216-447-1300 874 te benfit BYA, BASCC and Birmingham Community Coalition

Hitton Toronto 416-869-3456 $156-8186 (Canzdian) o Prisated fo bunfit Comasn mw’fﬂ" 1o it o
i and sommanily bervies s ematisn sl

Hitton Toronto Alrport B05-677-3900 $116 (Canadian) Susued Prodct Compay Thashirerke . oneerive § Rigmite
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