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Preventlon: “Austin Flow-
ers” teaches kids about
the Great Escape./A3

Auction: Mayfair Co-Op

" Pre-school hopes to refur-
bish equipment for its
students./A11

Diversity:
Multicultural/ multicul-
_tural relations start in the
local.community./A8

SPO
Grid forfelts: Farmington
Harrison must forfeit two
of its three football victo-
ries for using an ineligible
player./C1

Puck drops: The Plymouth
Whalers are ready for the
first faceoff of a new. hock-
ey season this
weekend./CL

-+ ‘Gov:‘Warner. Mansion-to host. autum
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Electeds march on state capitol

* BTAYY PTIOTO IiY DiLL RESLER

Hear this: State Rep. Andrew Raczkowski showed up at the early morning meeting to n-fuie

statements made by Farmington Hills Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi regarding
Raczkowski i sorof the bill. -~ =~

isa

D

. Ouch

State Rep. takes rap for
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B Crosaword

is takldg-his lumpe over House Bill
4771, most recontly Monday night At
the handa of the Farniington City
Council,

“I'm glad to sce the demoeratic pro-
cesa is working,” snid Mayor Pro-Tem
Bill Hartsock. “I'm not sure the repre-

tive process of government was

Planners -
send a
message

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
loconnor@oe.homeocomm.net

A wireless communications com-
pany sayg it needs a cell tower in
Farmington Hills in order to keep
customers talking while on 1-6986.

Motoriats’ collular phone service
often is diaterted or cuts out, a Nex-
tel Ci {eati repri ive
enid. A tower north of 11 Mile and
eant of Middlebelt would roctify tho
problem, the company official added.

S S S W
B CELL TOWERS

“There is a signal and frequency in
the air,” snid Randall Reeves of Nex-
tel, “but it's woefully inadequate.”

At Thuredoy's mecting, Farming-
ton Hills planning commiesioners
made their measage cloar; Thoro s n
need for a tower, but the callular
company necds to acll members of
Farmington Hills City Council on
the idea. . .

Tho commission approved Nextel's

.certificate of nieed in a 6-2 vote, with
commissioners Bob Bruckner and
David Haron dissonting. In.n sopa-
rate vote, the commission approved °
the tower site plan, 7-1, with Haron
in ‘gpposl’tinln,

working.”

Quch.

“You knew the bill had items that
were very aensitive to the city of Farm-
ington,” snid council member Arnold
Campbell.

Ouch,

And this, from council member

s

controversial legislation

- James Mitchell. “I have n. :qucs:limi in’

my mind which constituency you.were
*addressing when you signed-on to-this
hill”

Ouch again, .

Raczkowski, the state House'floor
leader and co-sponsor of House Bill
47717, and counci! members discussed
the proposed bill for nearly an hour
Monday night. Municipal officinls
claim the mensure would take away
focal cantrol on issues such as the regu-
Intion of restaurant building signs.

Last week, Raczkowski ‘was similarly
“grilled by the Farmington Hills City
Counecil,

A group of city and township leaders
‘bused up to Lansing yesterday to
protest the bill. Among those leading

Pleaso see OUCH, A4

'ouse Bill 4777.

Elected officials converged
on Lansing to let legislators
know what they think
nbout the controversial
home rule biil,

BY RICHARD PRARL )
BTAYY WRITERL . .
rpoari®oe.homecomm.net -

A cadro of officials from Farmingtod
Hills led their follows from across
Michigan into the state capitol for &
counteratinck Wednesday morning
againat what has como to be known o3
the anti-Home Rule bill. i3

It was the first voltey of what Farm.
ington Hilla Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi saifl
Inter would be 2 continuing assault of
House Bill 4777, :

Many in local government fear tho
atate legislation, if pnssed, will undes:
mine their authority to regulate and
thereby safeguard the well-being of
their individual communitica. <

“We're going to keep the pressur
on,” vowed Vagnozzi, despite assuc:
ancen from such as Stato Rep, Andreqy
Raczkowski (R-Farmington,Hilla), 1
main co-sponsor of the bill, that 4777
likely will be n dead ispue soon.

Hills Mayor Pro Tem Noncy Bates
and Councilwoman Vicki Barnett
joined Vagnozzi in leading moro than
25 of their fellow metro Detroiters and
an equal number from the Grand

Plcaso ace MARCH, Ad

Humility: They lost the
- North, Farmington staffers Linda Lanigan and Dave
Brubaker hide from the shame of it all. Forced to wear
their rival’s colors after. Farmington's football team beat
North, 21-18, last Friday night forthe Little Blue and
Brown Jug, ;hey vowed revenge next year.

a}ne and the bet

STATY PROTO BY BILL Daxslen
but not their spirit.

Inst week. “There were 17 kids there. [

Stroll through year tough, but livable

Checking it out: Harrison High

STAFY PUOTO BY BILL Bastre

School Principal Rande Horn
walks down a hallway he described as “dusty.”

BTAFF WRITER
tsmlth@oe.homocommnet

Throughout this entire school year,
going to Harrison High School will
almost seem like a walk in tho base-
ment instead of a walk in the park. The
bars, comont floors throughout the
campug contributo to that asscssment
mere than anything else.

With construction continuing
throughout the 1899-2000 school year,
it is something students and staffera
will need to get used to. Other inconve-
niences facing them include dirt} dust,
ugly drywall, constructian noisc and
even a faulty air-conditioning unit that
shuta off from timo to time.

Despite complainta from some pnr-
ents about the lenrning environment
being hindered by the current atmo-
sphere, most students and teachera are
coping surprisingly well.

“I met with a group of kids today,”
anid Harrison Principal Rande Horn

New O&E general manager named

Banks Dishmon haa been named vice
president and general manager of Tho
Obs‘ervor & Eccentric Nowspapers. He

en
who works for AT&T, sbetained
from both vates and discussiona.

"~ Floasc sco YOWER, AB
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T Steve Pape who rosigned in
August. :

Dishmon was publisher of the
Observer Nowap. J:cm from April 1985
until Janunry of this year when ha left

M ‘In the years he worked as publisher of The Ohserver
Newspapers he showed enornous skill, management com-
petence, and consideration for readers, customers and

company employees alike.’

Philip Power

to become p! and publi
tlie Contral Michigan Newspapors
Mount Pleasant,

“Wo'ro just delighted that Banks
Dishmeon i3 coming home,” said Philip
Powaer, chairman of HomeTown Com-
munications Network, the parent com-

in

pany of The Observer & Eccentric. “In
her of

of

—Chairman, HomeTown Communications Network

The Observer Nowspapers he showed
onormous skill, manngement compe-
tence, and consideration for readers,
customera and company cmployces
alike.”

Richard Aginian, president of Hame-
Town icationa Notwork, said,

tho yoars ho worked as p

“I wolcome Banks back with the confi~
dence that he will bring his leadership
and other broad skilla to this very

P posith o chall that
the O&E must address are significant.

Tloaso aco MANAGER, Ad

asked ‘What would your parents
think?' Three or four said (parents)
would call it a reat mess, but the others
said would say that it's no big deal.”

Parents who have called the Farm-
ington Observer about the situntion nt
Harrison, nsking to not be identified,
reported that levels of dirt and dust
were not acceptable, especially for stu-
dents who have allergies.

But, Horn snid an envirenmentalist's
teating of air samples indicated that
“the level of dust is well within tolera-
ble lovels™ and that there are no stu-
dents who suffer from asthma,

The cement floars are contributing to
the situation. Horn said tiles were
remaved from the building, constructed
about 30 years ngo, because they con-
tained levels of asbestos. The district
now i considering putting down a
cement sealant.

Plcasc sce HARRISON, A7

Bnnks Dishmon



