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Moneyis top priority in new legislative session

BY MIKE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWS SBERVICE
mmalottChomecomm.not

-State Jawmakers return to ses-
slon in Lansing this week with a
full agenda. And in one form or
another, monoy is at the top of
everyone's priority list.

‘Tax cuts are still alive as a
possibility for the fall sesaion,
Houso Speaker Chuck Perricone
(R-Kalamazoo Township) had
hinted early in the summor at
tho prospects for further tax
slashing mensurcs to come
nrounrl in the fall, followmg the
stnle 's actions cuning income
taxes and eliminating the Single

ther tax cuts
remain alive. Up
for consideration
are further cuts
in the individual
income tax rate
and additional
oxemptions for
senior citizens.
But Jawmakers
may also take up
a proposal for a
two-week holiday
from sales taxes, to be scheduled
around the Labor Day heliday in
future years in ordor to nssist
families who must do back-to-
school  shopping, Cnsaiu
lained. The

Raczkowskl

Busineas Tax in the spring.
:According to House Taxation
Committee Chair Nancy Cassis

s mod-
cled after a similar salen t.nx hol-
iday in the state of Now York,

Of course, prospects for & tax

E (State Rep. Robert) Gosselin anticipates push-
Ing forward with House Bill 4777, the bill that
would bar municipalities from making laws per
talning to minimum wages or prevaliling wages.
Originally written to prohiblt municipalities from
passing rules In areas of law already addressed
by the state, the bill recelved a strong negative
reaction from citles, townships and villages.

cut all depend on rovenue projec-
tions, nccording to House Majori-
ty. Floor Lender Andrew
Raczkowski

Hills), Projections this spring
were for o substantinl budgst
surplus. If those hold truc when
thoy nre updated thia fall,

(R-Farmington |

Raczkowski said, tax cuta aro
likely, The size of the surplus
will help to determine what kind
of tax relief is given, but he said
many proposals have been

ofrercd over the summer.
tuled

senaus meeting acheduled for
Friday, Cassis said.

Anothor money issue on the
agenda for the fall is Act 61,
according to Raczkowski. Tho
state’s Transportation Funding
Study Committee is set to report
back to the Legislature before
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atrong local opposition.

Son. Dianne Byrum (D-
Onondoga) said she'll bo pushing
for luglslnunn this fall to

on

year’s end with proposals for
how to revise Michigan's road
funding distribution formula
under Act 51. The formula has
caused no end of controversy
hotween tha state, county road
agencics and municipalities,
Whatever form a revision takes,
it ia sure to sea significant
dobate. But the formula must be
revised soon since Act 61 is
lchcdu‘lnd to sunsct next

to be relonsed in a rovenue con-

(R:Novi) the prospects for fur-

A: your focal Nationwide® Agent, I'm on your side whether you
noed life, horma, auto or business insurance. I/l make swre you gel the
best volue for your insurance dollors, answer oll your questions and

maka wmywrdmmmm processod quickly. For the servico you

ugwumnnmll

GOURMET CHINESE RESTAURANT
Featuring
,12 Authentic HONG KONG Style Cooking
Wonderful Tradittonal Favorites., .Superl Yarfety of Dintng Specialties

Yarca Preetier * LIVE FISIL, LODSTER, od CIA® i oor aks, CODKED TO ORDER
TR NG b * DIM SUM LUNCU SPECIALS 11
Bt 143334 SAT., SUN, DIM SUM (10a, y
KIS © LUNCIi SPECIALS 1$d.m,
< CARRY OUTS AVAITAPLE
NATIONWIDE  ¢/=)
INSURANCE
—— Tho Orsilard Mail

m‘“&ﬂtb‘&%ﬂm"’lzﬂfm‘”’%s, 7y 248) 626-sn

Bpostal Cnrryr()ul Meaa i

Poronmrle 13 regered

Another controversia) money
issue will be rovived from the
spring session. Rep. Robert Gos-
selin (R-Troy) complained about
Oakland County’s “donor status”
because it sends more money to
the atate govornment than it
gots back in aecrvices. Sen,
Shirley Jahnsun (R-! Roynl Oak)

compuniun which fail to pay
logitimate claims from policy-
holdora in & timely fashion. The
issue is an outgrowth of a law.
auit botween a policyholder and
an ineurance company in her
district. Tho insurance company
claimed the house fire was the
result of arson, & conclusion with
which the fire marshal did not
agroe. The policyholder had to
file suit to win payment of thg
coverage.

Sen, John Schwarz (R-Battle
Creek) sald hell push for prohi-
bitions against health insurance
companies using genetic screen-
ing as a condition of coverage.
He explained some health insur-
ance companies are rondy to
bcgin using such screening. By
ing cortain genetic mark-

has from
tha Senate Fx;cnl Agency and
the Department of Management
and Budget on exactly how much
the county renlly docs donate.
And they received promises from
leadership to address the issue
thia fall,

Gosselin anticipates pushing
forward with House Bill 4777,
the bill that would bar munici-
palities from making laws per-
taining to minimum wages or
prevailing wages. Originally
written to prohibit municipali-
ties from possing rules in arcas
of law already addressed by the
state, the bill recelved a strong
negative reaction from cities,
townshipa and vi!lnxcm Now
narrowed to the wage issuc, the
bill is still expected to meet with

ers, such screens can detormine
whether the porson is more sus-
ceptible to certain illnesses. And
Schwarz said the fear is that
insurance companics will use the
acreening tests to dwquulify
some customers, or raisc their
rates,

Sen. Bill Bullard (R-Milford)
said he foresces the firat full
revigion to the state Drain Code
in 40 ycara. The isaue revolves
around how county drain com-
missioners asseas costs for their
operatfons. The concern is that
some residents are routinely
overcharged for drain nssess-
menta but not reimburacd. Also
at issue is how the drain com-

must notify resid
of future drain projects.
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