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. Mafch from pugve Al

:B.npidn area in spelling out their
-opposition at a apecial press con-
ference.

° Barnett said the right to gov-
‘ern locally and even free spoech
-itself are “under attack” by the
bill, which initially had been
aimed at Detroit's living wage
resolution, but was broadened to
include over 20 other regulatory
arcas such a8 anti-smoking and
anti-noise ordinances, and
“weapons permita.
+ “I'd like to recommend a gov-
ernmental version of the Golden
“Rule,” she continued.
* “Let the state legislators do
unto the locals as they would

like the Feds to do unto them,”
Barnett declared, to resounding
cheers.

If the aim of the bill originally
was to do away with the living
wage law - which is required
now only in city of Detroit con-
tracts and which was approved
by 80 percent of ita residents ~
then the bill turned out far dif-
ferent, said Bates.

In its present form, she eaid,
“It's like using an elephant gun
to kill a gnat.’

The day started out with a
rally at Hills City Hall, with
Vagnozri telling the crowded
chamber: *If this bill passes, this

roon:dcan b:’:but down and [ ‘Lot the stato legisia-
turned into a day nureery.

“There’s a real bad bill in tors do unto the locals
Lansing...a great threat to Home 88 they would like the
Rule” that will lead to “local gov-  Feds to do unto them.'
ernment destruction.”

Barnett told the gathermg Vicki Barnett
that eiti don't ouncilwoman
“how insidious this bill is,” utmx
wording that prohibits local gov- .
ernments from regulating, dupli-
cntix!g! extending or revising the gtatute,
provisions or “subject matter” of  Racrkowski, the second-term

state and federal laws. Subject
matter includes, but isn't limited
to, any :annu, term, concept, pro-
gram, service, idea or topic refer-
enced directly or indirectly by a

state repr-;uz::'we who waa
present, stood and deuied
Vagnorzi's charge that the bill
was o3 a “fast track” to being
passsd.,

He later challenged Vagnozei
directly, saying the mayor's
charges were “completely false”
and offering him a $1,000 per-
sonal check if “you can prove to

me that averything you said *

today is true.”

Vagnozzi nfuaud ealling the
offer a “red h

“He's trying to mu-up a bad
bill,” the mayor said.

Raczkoweki said HB 4777,
parts of which he claimed “are
very good,” will be either amend-
ed, substituted or die, but that
other bills following it will have
“the flavor of this legislation.”
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Manager
from page A1

Banks is just the right person.”

Dick Brady, corporate vice
pnud:nt for sales and market-
ing, has been serving as interim
general

manager. ;
Dishmon came to The Observ-
er & Eccentric in 1995 from the
Dallas-Fort Worth Suburban
Newnpnperl where he served aa
vice president of newspaper
operationa, Dishmon worked aa
city circulation managey for the
Dallas Morning News and
Shreveport Times. He was circu.
1ation director at the Tezxarkans

Gazette.

He will rejoin the O&E on Oct.
18.

Dishmon and his wife,
LouAnn, live in Livonia, They
have six children and o3z grand-
child.

The Observer & Eccentric
Newspopers publishes the Birm-
ingham-BloomSfield, West Bloom.
field, Troy, Rochester, Lake
Orion, Oxford, Clarkston, South-
field and Waterford Ecczntrics in
Oakland County and the Farm-
ington Observer in Dakland
County along with the Livonia,
Plymouth, Canton, Redford,
Westland and Garden City edi-
tions in western Wayne County,
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A ‘What has
Is,

the :hn:xe
was  Aldo
Vagnozzi, W

mayor of there’s been
Farmington guch a large

o cany  UProRs that

wait until
something
gets to this
point befor
you react,”
aaid council
member
JoAnne
Mtﬂhane‘w

mentioning
t.he bus trip.
.. I really feel it's ngt the state
whc should determine our poli-
cies”
McShane pamt-blmpkly un_;ed

more about the peopl
in his district than about cham-
bers of commeres or éther busi-
ness groups who support the bill.
“My gquestion to ypu is, Who
ars you respondidg to? The
You need fo turn that
around and make tkis an issue
for all the people,” McShane
said.
Raczkowski 'd.ui note that
many people from other parts of
his 37th House Distri
telephoned him! i m favor of the
measure. But, nJ u.nderuornd
his alleginnoe to t o cities.
“There's a message
tonight that hud.d Raczkowski
said, “and thet’s ‘Who do you
represent? A lot of times, it's a
thankless job. this issue I
might be wrong, gnd I'Ll admit
at. .. But I rej

strused
on a “fast track| as repomd,
and that it would have died &
quick death in copmittee, even
wzt.hout any bus tripa to Lans-

'Whnt has ha; is, there'’s
been such a largeluproar that
this has becomela partisan
issue,” Raczkowski'anid, during
his opening commeats. “This bill
will suffer tremendous defeat,
substitution or amendment.”

The bill Raczkowakj co-spon-
sored was written by state Rep.
Robert Gosselin, R—Tmy and is
considered a reaction to city
driven lawa such as Detroit’
ing wage and Marquotte’s no-
smoking ordinances

Raczkowski did ny he thinks
the bill will *be resurrected in a
living wage bill that gets all the
commuuities in the state on the
same page .. and that page will
state that - living wage is out-
lawod in

Mitchell suggested that state

- legislators focus on the living

ma issue, rather than address
else at onee” and try

to push it ail
According to Ractkowski, the
wording and narrow drafting of
House Bill 4777 - such as
including 16 “tie-bars” to be
added later ~ curtailed Gos-

But Racekowski lamented mis-
information, for example, that
bill “does zway with the peu
tioning procoss, that a city can't
put a petition on the ballot....
That's not anywhere delineated
inthat bill®



