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Want to know about a political candidate? Talk to the spouse

manipulation, n good way for o

reporter to gain insight into the
real workings of a candidate is to talk
informally with the spouse,

it's atill a good method, cven todny
when we've heard far moro psycho-
babble than we ever wanted about the
marital dynamics batween Bill and
Hlllury. :

* 8o last week I dropped In nt lho
Ann Arbor Jowish C;

In this era of newa spin and press

] Hot answer consumed five
minutes, concluding with the
thought that Sen. Bradley
had learned from her that
reading a country's Iitora-
ture often turned out to be

and words arc used to conceal,”

“For me, it's not a problem,” she
anid, pointing out she that had partic-
ipated in each of Bradley’s three past
campaigns for the Senate. “I know
Bill's position on the issucs, but I
express them in my own way and in
my own language, I won’t read the

il ing the
Bradley family and some other pohh~
cal families we know about.”

“Not true,” ehe declined to mytholo-
gize. “By the time I was diagnosed in
June, the campaign for president was

- long under way. Bill was a rock dur-

ing my illness, but it had nothing to

far more usefui to a visitor
than a briefing from the
stato dopartment,

to liaten to pmlldontlnl candidato Blll
Bradley'’s wife, E:

1

Bradley, A prnfnlnor of German and
comparative litorature at Montclair
S8tate Unlversity in New Jersoy, Dr.
Ernestine Schlant, as she is profes-
slonally known, is the author of a
recently published book, “The Lan-
guego of Bilonco: West German Litor-
nture and tho Holocaust.”

Not surprisingly, tho crowd was
rapt whon I nidled in about half way
through her preaentation, It was just
what you might expect from a profes.
sor of oompnrntivu Ilwrntum Llwr~
nte, dotailed, knowl

into a roview of 40 years of
German literature,

“What's going on here?” I wroto on
my reportor's pad, *Hore is a mature,
perceptive, lnwlligcnt. civilized por-
won implausibly engaged in a political
process that is nono of theso things!”

At the end of her talk, Mrs. Bradley
took questions, which she answered
carefully and in dotail, Only ono dealt
with her husband's campaign. Her
anawer consumed five minutes, con-
cluding with tho thought that Sen,
Bradley had learned from her that

ic, “You cannot deconatruct the Hnlu-
cauat,” sho argued at one point,

ding a country’s litgraturo often
turned out ta be far more useful to a
visitor than a hrh:ﬂng from tho atate

ition papers from the campaign; I do with his not running for presi-

[

department, “No sound bites here,” I
thought.

So when wo sat down for a visit, |
wondered how a wife, German-born
and a full blown academic, mlnws to
0 husband, a former prof 1 bas-
ketball player and now a professional
politician. “It's not that difficult,” she
responded, “because it's very liberat-
ing when you know for cortain what
the most important thing is. In my
caso and at this time in my life, it's
my husband’s campaign.”

“But how,” I asked, “can you man- ,
ago in two entirely different worlda?
Ong, dcademia - where intelligence is
uaed to flluminate and words are used
to clarify - and the other, politics —
whore intelligence is used to confuse

dent.” :

Hmm. I've never met Sen. Bradloy.
1 have no idea whether he’ll win the
nomination, or be elected, or make a
good president. That's what cam-’

speak about Bill, not for BIll”

But the contradiction between the
two worlds? In her mind, the resolu-
tion ia that, *Bill really believes that
he is running a different kind of cam-

paign, one intended to reconstitute paigns are designed to explicate.
respect for the political process in thia But I do know that Professor
country. He wants to talk seriously to  Ernestine Schlant Bradley isa

the voters, to present himself as an
authentle, serious and non-politically
driven candidate.” The purpese: To
give voters naw frustrated and alien-

mature, perceptive, intelligent and
civilized woman whose adult presence
in the hurly-burly of a political cam-
paign gives me comfort and, perhaps,

ated with the political process some a bit of hope.
hope that the syatem can change,
At the end of our talk, I asked Mra, Phil Power is chairman of Home-

Bradlcy about the story lhut her hus-.
band decided not to run for president
in order to be by her side in 1992
when she was dingnosed with breast
cancer in June of that year, “What a
Jovely ancedote,” I thought, "perfcctly

Town Communications Network Inc.,
the company that owns this newspa-
per. He welcomes your comments,
either by voice mail at (734) 953.2047,
ext, 1880, or by e-mail at
Pppower@homecomm.net,

Warning to parents Talk to your children, especzally about drugs

recent natlonal aurvey rnlnnml '

by the Partnership for a Drog

Freo America appoars to glve
added moaning to the concept; Par-
enta say they'ro talking but aro thelr
kids listening? At least 88 porcent of
parents uay they are talking to their
toons nbout drugs, but only 27 por-
cent of toene are learning about the
riak: of drugs ot homo.,

Tho numbers clearly show a con-
tradiction. I believe that parents are
talking to their children, but it may
be « one-time converantion or perhapa
parentd are not talking as porsunsivo-
ly aa they can about the dangers of
drug use,

Among teons who have learned
much at home, 26 porcent reported
using marijuana. Among teena who,
learnod nothing at homo, 45 porcent
roported using marijuana, Thoro's no
question that thors [a a direct correln-
tlon betweon the porcentago of teens

Gl.l!" COI.UMNISY

| DARNELL JAcKSON

who use drugs and communication in

tho home. Cor fower wanting
Tha atudy also found: thoir parents'
& While virtually all parents any advice on drugs
they'vo talked with thelr teenngers along the way, the
number of children

about drogs at lepst uhee, fowor teens

(65 pomam.) recall the convorsazlon
Less than half of sll parents of
toenagora (48 percent) report talking
with thoir teena about druga regulm'-
ly in the past year.

B Among parents of children this
ngoe who have talked with their chil-
dren about druga at least once, only
half anid they folt they discussed tho
subject thoroughly, a significant
declino from 1997 (87 percent).

M As children pass from the fourth
to the eighth grade, the percentago of
kids who say they want more guide-
linen about.drugs from thoir parents
declines from 74 percent to 19 per-
cont,

M As childron pass from the fourth
to the eighth grade, with fewer and

Linda
Barmes

Doctors at the
-over 15,000

LASIK eye surgery con help reduce or efiminote
your need for confacts or glasses.

8 The numbers clearly show a contradiction. | belleve that
parents are talking to thelr chiidren, but it may be a one-
time conversation or perhaps parents aro not talking as per-
suasively as they can about the dangers of drug use.

experimenting with marijuana’
increnses significantly, from 3 to 31
porcent.

The greatest obstacle parents face
is denying that their own children are
at risk. Only 14 percent of parents say
it is possiblo that their teon may have
used marijuana, yet 42 percent of the
teens tried the drug.

Parents havo got to talk to their
kida moro (requently about the dan-
gera of drug use, The phraso “talk to

your kids” is not just a slogan on TV.
It is a warning to parenta that if they
dan't talk to their kids, their kids are
more likely to go down a path of dan-
ger and the road back home is not an
ensy one.

Far more information on how to

626-4636 for a free parent's guide.

" Darnell Jackson is the director of
the Michigan Department of Health
Office of Drug Control Policy.

Mlchlgan Eyecare Institute have performed

ol people improve thelr vision, Wa own our FDA- appmved
Exclmer Laser and will ‘match advertised rates fos near-
slghted LASIK performad in the state of Michigan.

Callfor more Informalion and a free screening.

and helped
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W:anwmmmmm

i N = ~
] Dr. Adyers & Dr. Rubinsiein of the Excimor Loser

Publisked by Hyperion

help your child be drug-free, call (800) :

Flashpoint N

Meet mystery author Linda Barnca ns she signs and discusses her neweat
Carlotta Carlyle novel Flashpoint, Atsix-foot-one, this redheaded female
private oye Is strong, smart, and has a speciol knaek (or finding trouble and
solving erime; she has been deemed "the most nl‘mhmg. creative femole
character to hitmysiery fiction® by Peaple magnzine.

onday * Sepi 27 30995 Qrchard Lake Rd.
';‘30 ﬂ:‘ i ‘ Farminglon Hills MI 48334
: p \'uu.huul-u.wm {248} 737-0110

MICHIGAN EYECARE INSTITUTE

(248) 352-2806 or (800) 676-EYES Webslte: MICHEYECARE.com
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2369 Joatyn Ct., Lake Orlon, Michigan 48360

COLLECTOR’S
SHOWCASE

Featuring over
30 collechibles
including
Precious Moments
Cherlshed Teddles
Christopher Radko
Margarct Cobane
Annz Lee
Possible Dreams
Seeaphim
Fontaninl
Swarovakl
Byer's Cholee
and moret
" m——

Saturday Only!
September 25
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
IN ALWAYS CHRISTMAS
Fenturing 2pecial promotions from many
of your favocite collectibles inctuding

‘lp«id artlst appearsice and

[ar NS
Saturday & Sunday

September 25 & 26

10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
IN THE CANTERBURY STORE
Featuring Mary Halstad and Sue Colo
In person buth Saturday and Sunday!

Prizes,
lee-aways. nnd More!
(248)391.58700

Artist Signings

{R00)442-XMAS
www.canterburyvilla

Why should you always shop
for a Rolex at an Official Rolex Jeweler?

Lowh for ou
Offusal Rulew
Teueles Sun

« You will get a Rolex warranty with
our store’s name an it, backed by the
renowned Rolex service network.

* You can be assured of a wide selection of
Rolex timepieces.

+Qnly genuine Rolex parts and aceessorics
will be used to service your Ratex.

ROLEX

“"i",{t.'.'.:m“' «You will get theexpert service
only wecan provideasan
Official Rolox Jeweler.
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CREATORS OF FINE JEWELRY SINCE 1925

528 N. Old Woodward, Birmingham, M(
4 Blks. North of Maple
248-642-2650

Monday-Friday 10-5:30, Thursday until 7:00, Saturday until 5:00




