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Celebrate: Our Lady of
Sorrows Catholic Church
parish will dedicate its
new family center after
the 11:15 a.m. Mass.

Job Falr: More than 100
companies will recruit
employees at the Fall Job
Fair sponsored by The
Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers and the
HomeTown Newspapers.
The job fair wiil be 11
a.m, to 7 p.m. in the Lau-
| . rel Manor Banquet and
Video Conference Center,
39000 Schoolcraft Road,
Livonia.
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Deja vu:
Yet another
python found

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITRR

One python slithering around a Farm-
ington Hilla noighborhood 2 1/2 wooks
ago was strange onough,

A second one discovored in tho aamo
aren crossed the realm of strange and
became downright creopy for Farming-
ton Hilla residonts living nearby.

A 10-foot long Burmoso python was
captured by Farmington Hills police
Wedneaday in the 31000 block of Lamar,
according to Cmdr, Dennis Rochford,
who heads the Hills Police Department’s
patrol division,

From thote the snake waa picked up
by the Onkland Caunty SherifT's Dopart-
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Python found
A 10oot long Burmasa pylhon
w3 copturod by Farmington Hills
palice Wednosday In the 31000
block of Lamas

: ;;! Block|
&

.+ He's making his:way to being a Renalssance Man, A3" -

Farmington Dbserver

Serving Earmington and Farmington Hills for 111 years

Putting you In touch
with your world

. Pedestrian friendly

Consyltants suggest changes in both cities
e | Fine tuning would
improve a ‘great place’

morning conducted a holf-day audit to deter-
mine whether the city is “walkable, bikeable
and pedestrian friendly.”

Burden and Gandy met with Farmington
city officials, community !snders and resi-
dents as part of Southeast Michigan Council
of Governments’ Toward Walkable Commu-
nities project.

The consultants also visited Farmington
Hills for a similar scssion Friday aRernoon
and will compile n mnssive report by the end
of October, detailing findings (rom 17 com-
munity audita done this month.

That's

By TiM SMITIH
STAFY WRITER
tsmith@os.homecomm.not

Don't expect to see a traffic roundabout at
the intersection of Grand River-Farmington,
which something like 60,000 vehicles pass
through during a 24-hour period.

But raised platform crosswalks and an
enlarged fountain area in the Downtown
Farmington Center could be among future
“twenking” of downtown pedestrinn routes
and parking arens,

di ltant

to national

Dan Burden and Charlie Gandy, who Frida,

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER

STar? PROTOS BY DILL BXPRLIX

Afoot: Consultants who toured downtown Farmington say the area is a “great place” but could, nonetheless, use some
improvements to make pedestrians safer and happier.

Challenge: Try crossing
12 Mile-Orchard Lake

pedestrian safety.
*That’s onc of the worst intersections I've
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BTArY PIOTO BY BILL BAZSIXR
Wowl Pedestrians face heavy traffic when cross-
.ing the street at the 12 Mile and Orchard Lake
intersection. Consultants weren’t telling city offi-
cials anything they didn’t know. One of the con-
sultants said it is the worst intersection he has

Trying to navigate the busy intersection of
12 Mile and Orchard Lake while encased in
the steel frame of a vehicle is challenging
enough. Trying to cross one of the roads
while walking, pushing a stroller or riding a
bicycle is nearly impoasible and very danger-
ous.

That's necording to a pair of traffic consul-
tants who visited Farmington Hills Thura-
day afternoon to evaluate the city’s roads for

over scen,” snid consultant Charles Gandy.
Another trouble spot consultants pointed out
was the intersection in front of Harrison
High, between Orchard Lake and Middle.
belt.

The team, Don Burden and Gandy, consul-
tants for the Southeast Michigan Council of
Governments, snid Farmington Hills has a
long way to go in creating pedestrian.friend-

ever seen.
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Wa're here: A busload of local officials and citizens arrived at
zhe sllare Capitol shortly before 11 a.n. Wednesday ready to do
attle

Elected leaders
trounce legislation

BY RICHARD PEARL
STAIT WRITER
rpeari@ochomecomm.net
A rally in Lansing last week by
municipal leaders from across Michi-
gan intended to halt a bill scen as a
maojor threat to communities’ right to
self-gr to be ki
One of House Bill 4777's co-sponsors,
state Rep. Andrew Raczkowski. R-
Farmington Hills, told officials from
Wayne, Onkland and Macomb counties
Wednesday that it likely will be
changed or allowed to die.
Raczkowski, who also is majority
House floor leader, schedules the

B HOUSE BILL 4777

House voting agenda.

However, he warned, there likely will
be new legislation retaining “the fla-
vor” of House Bill 4777.

The bill originally was aimed at
killing Detroit's “living wage™ provision
in its contracts and preventing uther
municipalitica from instituting it.

But the Michigan Chamber of Com-
merce - spurred by Marquette’s smok-
ing ban - ndded 21 provisions. The bill
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