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rArthritIs lecture

“*"Mission Health Medical Cen-
ter in Livonia will hold a lecture
titled “Arthritis: Hip and Knce

@ P’}nblcmn," from 7-9 p.m.
Vcdncxdny. Sept. 29 at 37696
*Béven Mile Rond (at New-
burgh). This program is pre-

@epted by David Markel, M.
ayd will focus on treatment
options such s pain manage-

+mont and current arthritis med-
ications. To regisater call toil free

-~ 4877) 345-6500, >

Reﬂexology seminar

. ‘/\n intreduction seminar to
r"ut reflexology and master acu-
. pressure points, The Joy of
?{eﬂcxolugy. will be held from 1-
7,9.m. Saturday, Oct. 9 ot The
kzce House in Farmington.,
1@pen to everyone. Learn the
suprinciples of reflexology, five
point foot adjustment, specific
reflex points and management
for apecial afllictions, Instruc-
=--tors: Certified Massage Thera-

Demse
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Sisters’ unselfish love guides woman

through bone marrow transplant

BY KIMBERLY A. MORTSON
STAFF WRITER
kmortsonGoe.homecomm.net

jump rope with her d. she

fessor of intornal medlcme - University of
Michigan,

“Patients who had the type of leukemia
transformed from MDS arc not curable
with conventional chemotherapy. The

Aa Denise DeRaud pInycd Chincse

could feel her strength eaming back.
It was o significant event for the 36-year-
old Redford resident, who was just three
months out from a bone marrow trans-
plant.

The weakness she felt in her arms and
lege was a reminder of the physical limi-
tations she still faced, but, mentally, the
value of the moment was overwhelming.

She was alive and being a mom.to her
two young daughters — something she
cherished more than anything.

Turn of events

What DeRaud considered to be a “nor-
mal” life with her husband, Mark, and
daughters, Sara and Colette, was turned
upside down in January when she was
diagnosed with an aggressive precursar to

only ivo tri is to perform a
bone marrow or stem cell transplanta-
tion,” snid Ratanatharathorn,

Within a month she was undergoing an
initial treatment of chemotherapy to
destroy discased bone marrow. She was
back in the hospital at the end of April
preparing both her mind and body for a
bone marrow transplant.

Ono of DeRand’s two sisters, Annotte
Russo of New York, tested positive as a
perfect match to be 2 bone marrow donar,

The morning of the transplant, May 10,
DeRaud, Russo and their other sister,
Michele Rice of Canton, gathered quietly
in her hespital room to hold hands and
pray.

“When we got to U of M, we went
straight up to Denise’s room and waited a
few minutes for her to wake up. Then I

that Denise could get the rest she was
desperate for after a grucling bout of
chemotherapy while Russo went to anoth-
er floor at the hospital and spent the next
six hours having her bone marrow har-
vested,

During the procedure she sxperienced -
numbness in her limbs and moauth area, a
common occurrence in bone marrow
daonora, As the marrow is being harvest-
ed, the donor is intravenously adminis-
tered caleium that is stripped away dur-
ing the collection. Her numbness howev-
er, became more profound, and doctors
feared they would have to stop the proce-
dure because she was experiencing one of
the worst cases of hypocaleemia {(too
much calcium for her body to absorb) they
had seen.

“After that, I pretended that I was
okay,” recalled Russo. “After they
unhooked me, the doctor had to come
check me out.... He wanted to keep an cye
on me for a few hours — I didn't care.... 1
Iasted through the entire collection.”

jr - soti 5 leukemin.
1 pista Christine Meinke and told them both that we needed to hold After all the cells were harvested, the . .
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