The Observer & Eccentric/ SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1989

in the making

A man for all

seasons

BY RICHARD PRARL
BTATY
rpoarl®oo.homocomm,nat

John Daminn Boychuck could
bo a Ronalssance Man in the
making.

The son of John and Cindy
Boychuck resembles the dlctio-
nary definftion of such a porson:
“(H)ighly cultivated ... skilled
and well-vorsed in many, or, ide-
ally, all of the arta and sciences.”

Whilo that may be & bit heavy
for someone who's only 18 and
just entering his senior year at
Farmington High School, consld-
or this: Boychuck alroady is
strongly into the arts, the aci-
ences, writing, world and Ameri-
can history, government and pol-
itica; is well-traveled for his aga
and also is an athlote.

Ho's oven done some fencing,
na befits the imago of o renais-
sance man.

The fencing, however, come in
a drama class John took in July
in Knlemazoo, where he attend-
ed the Michigan Su\w"‘Bonrd of
Education's S 1

for the Arts and Sciences.
He was nominated to tho SIAS
- by FHS art teacher Gail Pipen-
berg for hia skills in both draw-
ing and photography, which
have earned him awards sinco
grade school, including some
from Detroit's prestigious Conter

#l He was nominated to
the SIAS by FHS art
teacher Gall Plpenberg
for his skilis In both
drawing and photogra-
phy, which have earned
him awards since grade
school, Including soms
from Detrolt's prestl-
glous Center for Cro-
atlvo Studies.

fow griddors anywhere to win
lotters in that aport nfter recov-
oring from agvere injuries to
both knees while playing roccer.

Now a six-foot-tall 186-
pounder, Boychuck worked hard
in rohabilitation, strengthoning
himself by lifting weights. He
bench-presses 300 pounds,

In addition, he's photo aditor
of, and a writer for, tha FHS stu-
dent newspaper, the Blue &
White, and carries a 3.6 grado-
point average, earned mostly in
advanced placement classcs,

He scored 34 out of a possible
36 on tho scienco portion of the
ACT pre-college test.

While ho hasn't docided
' or busi

o
dic

for Creative Studiea,

Boychuck last weck finished
painting tho FHS side of the
Blue and Brown Jug, medeled
after tha Littlo Brown Jug of
Michigan-Minnesota college foot-
ball fame.

The Blue and Brown Jug waa
presented for the firat time last
Friday to FHS, which won the
snnual Farmington va. North
Farmington foothall game.

Boychuck has more than an
artist's interest in the gridiron
rivalry. It secems he's olso a Fal-
cons linebacker and offonsive
lineman, for which he’s carned
two varaity letters.

He's also probably one of the

Fans line

he will apply to both the Univer-
sity of Michigan and Michigan
Stato — Boychuck has found a
now intercst: politica,

A lover of history — he's gotton
an A in evory history class — he
was one of eight FHS boys cho-
sen by teachers to attend Ameri-
can Logion Boys Stato in Lana-
ing this summer,

Boychuck, who has viaited
Europe twico - the first time a8
a member of the AP history class
— admits ho “wasn’t really inter-
ested in government” before
Boys State.

But‘.' afterward, *I wished [ had

been.
Boys State toaches how poli-

up to see

true Tiger legend

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
BTArY WRITER

Logendary Dotroit Tigers
. announcer Ernie Harwell eaid
* the intimacy of Tiger Stadium is
the thing he'll misa most about
the ballpark, which was built the
aome yesr the Titanic sank —
1912,

Harwell was at Harmony

H ‘I'll miss the proximi-
ty of the fans In the
stadium to the piayers.
I'll miss the Intimacy of
the double dack sur
rounding the field.'

Ernie Harwell
—Tigers' announcer

Houso in Far Hills Fri-
dny afternoon signing copics of
his video, Michigan & Trumbull:
The History of Tiger Stadium,
which he narrated. The video
also contains a compact disc fen-
turing Harwell singing “Michi-

P —
ETIGER STADIUM

gan & Trumbull.”

“I'll misa the proximity of the
fans in the stadium to the play-
era,” Harwell said during the
signing. “I'll miss the intimacy of
the double deck surrounding the
fiold.”

Though Comerica Park might
have offer fans a similar proxim-
ity to the players, it atill won't be
the same to many fans becauso
of their fond Tigoer Stadium
memories, Harwell added.

Fans waiting for autographa
said they were excited about
meeting Harwell,

] was going to buy (the video)
anyway, 8o 1 figured if I'm going
to buy it, I might as well get it
autographed,” snid Todd
Demand of Rochester Hills, whe
works in Farmington Hills. He
was buying a copy for himself
and for a friend. .

Being a longtime bascball fan

. mado it hard for Demand to

" accept that the stadium’s reign

. was ending. The last game will
be played Monday.

“I've accepted it,” Demand

. said. It's hard to sccept it but
we've finally nceepted it.”
Royal Oak resioent Stan Hank
© took the video signing opportuni-
ty to do some shopping for his
son and nephew.
© *“I'm here to pick up these trea-
. surcd videos of the stadium,”
* Haak said. “(Harwell's) been my
* favorite announcer all these
years. I've been following baso-

ball since 1850.”

The closing and eventual
demolition of the 87-year-old sta-
dium is not something that is
taken lightly by fans, especially
Haak,

“There's a lot of history there,”
he said. *(But) I realize it's like
anything historic — it has to go.”

But he hasan’t always taken
cloaings weoll. Whon Olympin
Stadium, tho former home of the
Dotroit Red Wings clesed, it
spelled the end of attending Red
Winga gamea for Hask. He has-
n't seen a game since,

Meeting Harwell also wasn't
something Haak took Jightly.

“] was n little norvous and
oxcited,” he said. *When I got
hore I had more than o fow tears
in my oyo.”

Krista Driscoll of Groase
Pointe Woods was doing some
shopping for family — and want-
ed to meet Harwell.

So what's the appeal of Har-
well? .

“His voice,” Driscoll said. “It
brings back your youth.”

Retired Grosse Pointe muaic
tencher May Krager wroto the
music for Horwell's “Michigan &
Trumbull” lyrics, Krager ia also
Driscoll's mother.

*I happened to have a piano in
my office that day,” sho said,
roforring to the day Horwell
called her.

Sandy Bean, from Harmony
House's headquarters, said tho
video is jumping from the
shelves,

“It's been solling vory well,”
Bean said. “It was the number
one seller on our first day of
sales.” The video and compact
disc sot hit stores two weeks ago.

Cholces: John Boychuck is
and Sciences. He isn't sure

tics functions in government by
letting studenta sct up their own
state government,

Bosides getting to sit at the
desk of State Rep. Andrew
Raczkowski (R-Farmington) on
the atate House floor, Boychuck
served on the Ways and Means

a lover of history and the arts, and has attended the Summer Institute for the Arts
whether to major in medicine or business when he goes to college next year.

Committee and wrostled with
such igsuea as unamployment,
pollution nnd how to divvy up o
$17 billion budget.

“I didn't realize what it took to
do government,” he snid. But he
thoroughly enjoyed the expori-
ence and is cager to cast his first

rea] bollot this foll.

Ho also learned that politi-
ciana can be playful.

Out of the money they saved,
the “state reps” did the math
and figured they had ecnough to
buy Girls State.

Thoy didn't, however, “But the

boys really got a kick out of it,”
he said.

Spoken like a true politician.
John didn't volunteer anything
about Ais participation, if any, in
that bit of tomfoolery.
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From Kay Unger New York.

silk charmeuse bustier in an
Asian-inspired tloral print,

]

Jacobsons

Birmingham e (248) 844-6900 Livonla « (734) 691-7898 Rochestor ¢ (248) 651-6000
SHOPPING HOURS ¢ MON-SAT 10-9 « OPEN SUN AT NOON

Complimentasy Silver Gift Box Jacobson's Charge

ning separates
for evening.

Black/multl. Ruched

sizes 4-12, $150,
Matching silk chiffon
¢ with long fringe and
sequin detall, $220.
Long A-line skirt in
satin potyester,
sizes 4-12, $240,
In Drosses.




