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was furthor linked to 14 new
proposals still to bo introduced.

Furthormore, loenl officials
heard the bill waa on a “fast
track” to passage - a charge
Raczkowski vehemontly dented,

Othor asaurances of the bill's
ponding demise came from atate
Son. Thaddous McCotter and
stato Rep, Laura Toy, both Livo-
nia Republicans,

“Put awny your pltchforks and
tarches. From my porapoctive. I
think you'ro right,” McCottor
told officials nt the spirited anti-
4777 rally Wednesday at tho
state capltel building,

And Livonia Councilman John
Pastor, onc of more than two
dozon metro Datroit officials on
hand, snid Toy told him tho bill
“aa8 is” won't pasa,

But, deeplte McCotter and
Toy, the verbal “pitchforks and
torches” remained out.

“The audacity of this bill Is
overwhelming,” said big Jim
Barker, the bear-sized mayor of
Garden City, to cheers,

“I'd like to toll these legislatars
to keep their grubby hands out of
Garden City,” he boomed,

His city, like many others,
passed a resolution opposing HB
4771,

‘Under attack’
Councilwoman Vicki Barnott
of Farmington Hills, the city
that led Wedneadny's rally, sald
HB 4777 had put both home rule
and frao speech “under attack.”
We now “have the right to
complain” and get changes made
if a local government “"doca some-
thing poeople don't like," she snid.
But HB 4777 would curtail
those rights and also those of
olected officials and administra-

Agalnst: Farmington Hills
resident Marsha Silver
shows her opposition to
the bill,

tors to nesure “quality of life” for
residents and busincases in
housing, zoning ordinances,
noiso and traflic control und pol-
lution. .

She said the right of a commu-
nity to zane church loeations, for
oxamplo, would be removed in
HB 4777 “with no concern” for
traffic problems.

Tho bill, hewever, ¢laims free-
dom of roligion is being
infringed,

Barnett suggested House
membera follow “tho government
vorsion of the Goldon Rule: Let
the state do unto the locals as
they would like the feds to do
unto them.”

Batos called HB 4777 “n grosa
abuse of power.” She said the
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state Legislature
opposition

expanded bill was *like taking
an clephant gun to kill a gnat.”
Bates sald, *Wa should have a
place at the table whon these
bills are being drafted, Wo
ahould be consulted on bills that
impact on loeal government.”
Rogarding Raczkowaki's co-
sponsorship of the bill, Bates
snid he “really didn't completely
understand the bill® at first and
probably wae honored to be

The case: Farmington Hills Mayor Pro-Tem Nancy Bates led the rally before the
ednesday when elected officials marched on Lansing in
to House Bill 4777.

invited as a co-sponsor by “peo-
ple ho has reapect for.”

But, she said, “Rocky did not
come through city government”
on his way to the state House
and “so is not sensitized” to what
local officiala deal with,

Farmington Hilla Mayor Aldo
Vagnozzi, defending Detrolt’s liv-
ing wagoe provision by noting
that 80 porcent of its citizens
voted for it, said it “lifta peoplo
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up to the poverty level and
requires some kind of health
insurance” for them.

“We'll pay’

“If they don't have health
insurance, the rest of us will be
paying for it,” he warned.

The Hills mayor also had onc
of the better quips about HB
471717,

“I read the bill in Italian,” he
aaid, “Spoken in Italian, it

i
sounds even worse: It would pre- -
vent the pope from standing on
hia balceny.” H

Pastor of Livonin agreed the®
bill would “limit our ability to
create our own quality of life.”

The city's right to pass signage~

a

ordinances,
building codes [l ‘it (HB .
and have sito N
and have sits 4777) .
approval, for would pro-
cxample, yent the
pope from
standing

“snhould
remain,” he

on his bal-
cony.’

said.
Aldo

But he
Vagnozzi

agreed with

other provi-
Farmington
Hills mayor

aiona in HB
4777 that
would prehib-
it municipali-
tiea from leg-
islating on
banking and
occupational
health and safety matters.

Troy, where HB 4777's other
main co-sponsor, Republican
State Rep. Bob Gosselin, was
once a city councilman, sent o
buslond of delegates to the rally.

“Weo loved him on the city
council,” Mayor Jeanne Stine
deadpanned.

*“If memory serves, he got term
limits passed in our city govern-
ment, 80 you know how much we
love him.”

Plymouth Township trustce
Chuck Curmi also attended the
rally.
Detroit and Downriver com-

jties and the Southcastern
Michigan Counci) of Govern-
ments were represented, ns were
Lansing and metropolitan Grand
Rapids.

lence following a reported alter-
catian with hia wife, 28, of three
yeara, Ho reportedly became
angry while confronting her
about an aflfair he thought she
was having with another man,
threatencd to pour coffee on her
and threw a halr gol bottle at
her. Ho told polico ho hed been
arrested four yeara ago - for
domestlc violonco against hia for-
mer wife, who did not want to
proaccute.

MAIL TAMPERING
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Farmington Hills:

A resident lving in tho 30000
biock of Kingswoy reported
Thursday that someone sent
lottor with razor blades taped
ingide, possibly causing injury if
tho lottor were opened with a
fingor. The resident told polico
the only suapect was @ woman to
whom she had recently sold
something. The customer war
reportedly unhappy not to get
her monoy hack when she
returned it.

A

LARCENY .

Farmington Hills:

Someone reportedly forcod
open the front door of a home in
the 36000 block of Springhill
sometimo before Thuraday and
took several ftems. Takon were a
$300, chulry cabinet, threo jack-
ets worth $1,600, $600 in cash
and a $5600 camcordor.

DRUQG ARREST

Farmington Hills:

A 28-year-old Southfield
woman wna arrested Thuraday

at Farmington and Kirby for pos-
geasing marijuana and preserip-
tion drugs following a traffic
stop. She also waa ticketed for
having open intoxicants and for
driving with a suspended
licenso.
DISTURBANCE

Farmington

Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic
Church Msgr. Walter Hurley

reported suspicious behavior
oceurring about 6:30 p.m. last
Sunday.

According to a memo from
Hurley to Farmington Public
Safety Director Gary Goss, a
man, accompanied by his brother
and sister, came up to the front
of the snnctuary at the end of
Mass. Thon, he turned up his
tape recorder nnd hegan “talking

out loud.”

Hurley reportedly told Gosa
that the man, in his 30s and
from Southfield, was just
relensed from a hoapital and
that he had apparently
“attacked” the Rev. Lawrence
Zurck at St. Michael Catholic
Church, breaking his nose
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- David Yurman
. Tiunk Show .
View the Silver ice™ Collectiop B
Thursday through Saturday
September 23, 24, 25
On One in Tray.

Faulane Town Canter,
The Somerset Collahan, Byg Becver ot

Shop For a Cause Seppmber 23 %o Sepromber 20.0 purcentoge of sales will be donated ho Fathion Torgets Sreast Cancer
boin [313) 3363070 Monday through Saturday 10 to 9: Sundoy 1t 10 &
hdge. Troy [248) 6439000 Monday hiough Friday 1010 @; Sotwdoy 1010 9, Suadoy 12% 6
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