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“It's o healthy place,” said
Gandy, following the Farming-
'ton audit. “Tho concepts we're
>« talking about (are) improving a
~"~great place,”
According to Burden, Farming-
~ton has “a leg up” on other com-
munities, simply because it has
an estabiished downtown,
“By having these buildings in
‘place, theae are the anchors —
reasons far peoplo to como hero,”
Burden explained.
But now comos the challengo
of doing things to increase pedes-
" trian safety, cut down on traffie
- congestion and ¢nhanco the over-
. nll fool of the downtown area.
Burden and Gandy said those
* kinds of things already arc being
done in Farmington, through
refforts such as last ycar's
. “visioning” process,
. “You've got a lot of the sugges-
'"ltinns we're talking about,”
*:*Gandy said. “This would be
. “twoaling them.”
. In addition to the walking
-"tour, gpecific problems were pin-
* “pointed and discussed on-site,
‘j: Drosaing up gaps between
“buildings with picnic tables and
“landscaping would work well
along the main corridors, the
~consultants said. But most

intriguing is what to do with the
walkwoy between the Shoe Car-
nival and the vacant Farmer
Jack in the downtown conter.
Burden suggeated turning the
soldom-used path into a destina-
tion point, simply by adding a
portable coffes atand or even
swirling neon signs and murals.
The group pointed out incon-
sistoncios in the conter’s side-
walks and crosawalks — specifi-
cally that they aren't always
matched up well, One crosawalk,
near Damman Hardwaro, scom-
fngly goea nowhere, although a
sccond look showed that it does
serve several handk d park-

ing that preceded the walk,

But both Judy Downey, execu-
tive director of the city’a Down-
town Dovelopment Autherity,
and Gary Goss, director of the
Farmington Public Safety
Department, wondered out loud
if 10 minutes would be enough
time.

And, noted Goao, the turnover
rato alroady ia protty fast, He
said thot tho Troffic and Safoty
Board videotaped the parking lot
ovor the course of a day,

“Whon wo rolled the 24-hour
tapa,” Goss said, “it looked like
the Keystono Kopa.”

Planni ission Chair

ing spaces.
Farmington PlnAx;nlng Summh-

M:miy Stirling also said some-
thing needs to be done to help
link di with

sion 8 y Alton
howaever, thought a crosswalk
would be bettor located if it led
from an existing nidewalk along
the cast odge of the contor's
fountain island, to the sidewalk
in front of Metro Conay Island.

“If there was a_crosswalk
thera, I'd use it all the time,”
Bennott snid.

A suggestion for 10-minute
parking near Big Apple Bagel,
the soon-to-open Great Harvest
Bread Co, and post office store
was brought up during the meet-

i i
the Kids World PlayScape ot
Bhiawnssee Park.

“The playrcapa now is a ‘drive-

to,’ " Stirling said. “And g0, to °

some degreo, is downtown.”

The avdit ~ co-sponsored by
SEMCOG, AAA Michigan and
the Traffic Safety Association of
Michigan - Included an exami-
nation of pedestrinn-related
problems and examples of good
and bad walkabl iti

It's that
time of year
agunin. School
is back in
session, sum-
mer is offi-
cially over
and  soon
we'll be vot-
ing for now

CABLE™
CONNECTION

city fﬁ‘lch}h. ,
Election
MELANIE
Day is Tuos-
day, Nov. 2. Youka
Don't  got

caught in the voting booth
unprepared. Tune in tg¢ your
city government channels to
learn abou. the issucs and
candidates on the ballet,

If you've nover watthed
your government charinel,
now is the porfect time to
check it out. Not only you
saa city council and gther
public meotings, yo\ﬂ can

owners Association. You can
also tuno In to sec Farming-
ton Hills Assistant City
Manger Dana Whinnery dis.
cuss the charter amendments
that will be on this year’s bal-
lot. Hear them explained in
simplo torms so you know
?xactly what you are voting
or.

Novi channel 13 is the placo
to find all the information yqu
need to know about election
day. You can see where
precincts ara located, hours
the polls are open and even
view the entire ballot, with
the exact language, so you ore
not aurprised on election day.
You can also watch a program
explaining the road bond pro-
posal that will be on the bal-
lot. See exactly where your
money will be spent if the
issue passes.

INFO TV-12 and Farming-

learn what your g if

is doing for you, This elgction
season there is no shortiige of
programming to aduw({ you

from around the United States;
and a summary, with possible
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"ly rondways.
* " The biggest problems are the
ack of sidewalks on residential
! atreets and, ironically, an over-
.,abundance of stop signs, Too
many stop signs, the consultants
snid, eauso “speed spiking,” or
- 1 apeeding between signs to make
up for lost time,

A simple solution they aug-
\gested was aligning crosswalks

After driving through and
walking through some of the
Hillg’ busiest intersections, he
said he felt sorry for the resi-
dents.

“My heart bleeds for you,” Bur-
den said. “This is what you have
to deal with every day.”

Burden suggested creating
“urban villages,” or designing

itios so that people can

,with the true intersection rather
|, than setting crosswalks back a
“fow feet. This makea it casier for
_turning motorists to see people
icrossing the street.

The bus/walking tour began
with a slide presentation show-
ing good and bad examples of
pedestrian-friendly ronds across
, the nation. Some suggestlons the
team offered for making ronds
,snfer included creating round-
abouts, traffic circles and remov-
.+ing “no parking” and stop signs.

. Roundabouts, i

easily walk to places rather than
toke the car to go a couple of
blocks because it's too dangerous
to walk.

Some auggestions he made
included converting roads to
boulevards, building round-
abouts, removing “no parking”
and stop signs, removing round-
ed curbing and building more
sidewalks — something Farming-
ton Hills lacks,

McCartby said most residenta
don’t want sidewalks and

in
‘Great Britain and the East

builders aren't required by the
city to inatall them.
“We developed

- Coast, are inter onnect-
wod by a circle rather than the
- -typical criss-cross. All drivers
* yyentering the circle must yicld to
:*drivors already in the circle, A
+ 3,roundabout is planned for the
- . Nine Mile/Halsted intersection
n the near future, said Kevin
+» McCarthy, Hills city engineer.

The audit is co-sponsored by
- "SEMCOG, AAA Michigan and
- ,itho Traffic Safoty Association of

#Michigan, The consultants have
. leted audits of 17 i

o tics throughout southeast Michi-
*. gan.
s  “The whole point of this is to
“i;earry on a convarsation about
walking nnd bicycling in your

ommunity,” Burden told the
group of Hills city and achool
officials,

“A walknblo community is, ina
nutshell, a place where you sco
peoplo.” Burden is the director of
“»Walkable Communitics in High
~.. Springs, Fla,
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a reaidential

sidewalk program” in 1992,
McCarthy said, “No one ia inter-
ested. The program has been
offered in every residential
neighborhoed.”

“ think that peaple who want
sidewalks in this community are
in the minority,” McCarthy
added.

Cheryl Cannon, asaistant

on the imp isgues,|

INFO TV-12, Farmifigton
Hilla channel 8 sndiNovi
channel 13 are the places to
get all of this information and
more. Watch Farmington
Hilla,"the Great 8" for live
and taped coverage of aeveral
local debates, including the
Democratic Club, Republican
Club and Council of Home-

ton Hills ch 1 8 are tho
only plagea to see your candi-
dates sgeak directly to the
voters, Ench year, SWOCC
hosts cdndidate forums at
which each candidate for pub-
lic office in Farmington, Novi
and Farmington Hills ean
coms to the studio and tape a
10-minute segment. The can-
didantes may speak about any-
thing they wish, nnd most
spenk to their constituenta
about what they will do if
clected, Tune into these chan-

Tune in to election day

nels throughout October to
see your candidates and hear
their views,

Interested in seoing how

_your favorite Farmington
City Council candidato fares
against tho competition?
Watch the Farmington Candi-
date Pabate, only on INFO
TV-12, This taped debate was
hosted by SWOCC and
included respected local jour-
nalists Jim Stark from the
Northwest Gazette and
Joanne Maliszewski from the
Farmington Observer ns pan-
clists,

On election night, turn to
your government acceas chan-
nels, Farmington Hills chan-
nel 8, Novi channel 13 and
Farmington channel 15, for
up-to-the-minute olection
results. Don't wait until the
next merning to find out who
your new mayor ia, You can
find out election reaults as
the polls close, Watch how the
election unfolds from the com-
fort of your own living room.
Just don't forget to cast your
vote.

Melanie Young is the Cam-
munity Relations Specialist of
the Southwestern Oakland
Cable Commission. The next
SWOCC Mecting is 4:30 p.m.,
Tucsday, Nov. 16 at Farming-
ton City Hall. The next CAC
meeting is 7 p.m., Tucsday,
Oct. 12 at SWOCC.

MPSC hosts public forum

Changes in the telephone, natural gas, and elec-

Topics to be discussed:

tric industrics will be discussed in o forum 8 p.m.
Monday, Sopt. 27, in the second-floar council

p and
operational services for the
Farmington Public Schools, aaid
sidowalks would help make the
walk to school safer for children,

“The city should reconsider its
policy” of not requiring builders
to install sidewalks, Cannon
said. “You'd think tho policy
would change.”
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"l UNIVERSITY

PREVIEW PARTY
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1 - 700 M,

CRAND RAFFLE
CRAND PRIZE - 2000 JAGUAR S-TYPE V-8

COURTESY OF FORD MOTOR COMIANY,
ALONG WITH 51X OTHER EXCITING FRIZLS!

LINIVERSITY LIGGETT SCHOOL

CROSSE POINTE WOODS, MICHIGAN

LIGCETT

SCHOOL
SATURDAY
OCTOSER )
SUNI)AY(\’;_
OCTOUER 3

1100 AM. - 5,00 DM,

SHOW ADMISSION $8
MIDDLE SCHOOL CAMPUS
830 BRIARCUIFE DRIVE

94 TO VERNILR ROAL (EASTE
TO WEDGLWOOL) DRIVE (NORTH)

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CONTACT (113) 844444

SHOW MANAGL WY
WENDY JENNINGS AND SUSIE MCAMITIAN

owennt

chombera at the Pontiac City Hall, 400 E. Wide
Track Drive.

The forum is presented by the Michigan Public
Service Commission, an ageney within the state
Department of Consumer and Industry Services.
An MPSC commissioner will be on hand to answer
questions, '

After years of receiving utility service' from
monnﬁoly providers, some customers will (or soon
will) haye 2 choice in sclecting their natural gas
and ‘electric supplier. The telephone industry is

8 The experiences of telephone deregulation —
tho benefits and difficulties.

W Electric and natural gas restructuring — what
it is, why we are going in this direction, and
what you can expect.

-In addition, consumers can discuss utility service
or billing probl they are ienci:

“Fundamental changes are oceurring in the tele-
phone, natural gas, and electric industrics,” said
MPSC Chairman John G. Strand. “My colleagues
and I welcome the opportunity to discuss these aig-
nificant ch with area d busi
and intercated groups, and to hear their concerns

also changing — continually introducing new ser-

vices, feutures, and charges.

regarding utility issues.”
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*6.00% Annual Percen

_Sh’drt_‘-Terrh.
Parking

Lo

.. Parking

Choose the

best place to
park your money.

ng-Term

With a minimum deposit of $25,000.

1 of $25,000 for a 30-month |rmm{o(dmu
5.60% 550%

LASIK eye surgery can help reduce or eliminale

Into this acooun of $2, 10 $24.999 is 5.80%, ud for its of Jess than 52500 the ATY is
subrect to mingmum deposit of 525,000 for a six-month term. AFY for s knta this account of $2,500 10 §24,999
it 5.25%, and for ts of less than $2,500 the AT'Y Is 5000 AMYs are accuraie as of $/12/99. Minlmum deposit to
yourneedforconfacts or glasses. open i account is $500. Penaly for earty withdrwal .
e

Doctors at the Michigan Eyecara Institute have perormed i "~
" over 15,000 refract o ,w and hiped ih ¢ Helping You Along The Way.

cf peopla imprave thelr vision, We own our FDA-approved

Excimer Laser and will ‘match advertised rates for near- :llzgfb::‘g;mlﬂ%‘nmmup

sighted LASIK performed In the state of Michigan. S00/843-0800

Standard

Call for mora Information and a free screening. S .

www standarétedennlbank.com Tederal
| A s bo prasentad by the day of surgery, no seimbursaments. Dr. Myers & Dr. Rubins!
Othvee discounts and 3pacisl programs do ol apply.

MICHIGAN EYECARE INSTITUTE R

{248) 352-2806 or {800) 676-EYES Webslte: MICHEYECARE.com
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