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Edison

It’s time to keep the lights on

¢'ll say it again: Someone necds to
turn the lights on for Detroit Edison.
d Once again, Farmington Hills resi-
. dents and officials, including Oakland County
, " Commissioner Terry Sever, have delineated
‘problems — particularly power outages — in the
area with electrical service.

And once again, frustrated residents and
officinls received few answers from the utility
company.

dav

Loat Tt s meeting of the Farmi

$60,000 for a consultant to investigate the
electrical probloms.

‘We urgo county officials to move on this
resolution. Again, Sever is right when he says:
“We have to understand why we are having
the problems.” -

And with Edison's poor track record lately,
it is best that an outside source determine
what is being done propcrly and what needs
work

Hills/Detroit Edison Citizens Commitice pro-
vided yet another opportunity to blast the util-
ity. But once cgain, Edison representatives,
this time in tho form of Jim Conley, gave only
vague assurances: “We've got plans to respond
" to every aren having problems.”
That’s great. But what are the plans and
whero is a timetable for improvement?
Qakland County Commissioner Terry
Sovar, formerly of the Farmington Hills City
Council, knows only too well the depth and
scope of electrical problems in the city. Thero's
no doubt he spent many years on the council,
ing to residents’ e

He is to be applauded for co-aponsoring a
resolution authorizing an expenditure of

i Hills Mnyor Aldo Vagnozzi
has long claimed, it is time to get Edison’ s
in the Hills d to di
deq and if imp

ifitis
cgsary.

It is time Edison officials come to terms
with the public relations nightmare they have
created for themselves. Acts of God are one
thing, but what adds salt to the wound is Edi-
son's lack of accountability. When power out-
ages continue for days on end, whose financial
responsibility is the spoiled food in refrigera-
tors and freezers?

Residents want and deserve solutions to the
bl that causo predictable and consis-
tent power outages in the arca.
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Retired? Try going to college

growing number of retirces or near-
retirces are going to college with young
adults tho same age as their grandchil-

!

and
acholarships or dxscounted tuition, more and
more clderly persons are making an appear-
.-ance in the classroom. There are a variety of

erating ndditional income from registration
fees.

The elderly atudcnts provide a valuable
resource for the younger students, The
retirees bring a senae of history and “institu-
tional memory" to subjects that are mere
words in a history book for young adulta.

Nenrly all schools of higher education offer
The mant liberal is the

reasons, all of which reflect a p change
12 invnl

»'not only for the individ d, but also
for the community and educational institu-
tions.

Some seniors are in college to achicve a life-
long goal of earning & degree. Others who
already haye one or two degrees aro happy to

I

Uni of Michi which has a-
100 pcrccnt scho]nrshxp program for those at
least 60 years old and retired.

To make it easier for retirees who haven't
been in a clasaroom for up to 40 years, some
schools offer bachelor’s and master’s degrecs

be in a classroom ta take a class “b
want to, not because I have to.”
=" A good example was observed during the
:‘opcning weeks of classes at Schoolcraft Col-
= lege. A retired Garden City elementary school
* teacher on campus commented that he is tak-
:'ing a music class — clearly for his own enjoy-
~ment, not to enhance his-chances for a promo-
tion or a pay raise.
The move by colleges and universities to
. recruit retirees has another benefit, other
- than the school filling empty seats while gen-

itk requiring d foreign
science or math classes. For example, students
at U-M-Dearborn can earn a general studies
degree.

The bottom linn is that local retirees don't
have to sit around the house or apartment
worrying about how to spcnd the duy or wcck
Colleges and uni i offer an i

| opportunity to enrich their lives and the lives

of those around them.
(Readers are urged to read the 'nghcr Eduy-
cation” special section in today's Observer.)

Autumn brings us renewed living

H o often think of spring as a time of

f renewal and sutumn as the season of
death. But the rhythms of our lives

: geem to work the opposite way.

Itis sprmg when tho school year, the leg-
islative scesion and the television scason come
to an end. It isa time when thought.s drift to

and I id days of doing

nothing.

But autumn, that's when life really begina
anow. The air becomes crisp, chilly, making
feet walk a little faster. The slow, precise pace
of a baseball game is replaced by the run and
thunder of football.

School children begin another year with
anticipation, hope or dread, They acquire new
clothes, aupplies, books, classmates and teach-
ers. For some it is yot another chance to begin
again and get it'right.

Tho pace at work picks up. The vacation

season is over and we vow to buckle down, get -
serious, work harder in that season between
the sluggishness of summer and the weariness
of winter,

‘We have rituals for autumn that have a
specinl quality in Michigen, the moat autum-
nal of states, We hold tailgate parties, sip
cider and nibble doughnuts at creaky old
mills, drive down winding backroads through
tunnels of crimgon, yellow and umber leaves.
We enjoy raking, an activity that has somé of
the regular rhythms of tai chi, Wo rally
around ing forces for a showd
ball rivals.

Autumn’s holiday ie Halloween. It conjures
images of the dead but as 2 lark, a smwment

of foot-
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Deplorable environment

pon arrival at the vigitors’ stand at Farm-
ington High School for the

‘armington/North i varsity football
gnmc last Friday night, I thought I was on the
wrong field as there appeared to be a pitcher's
mound built into the middle of the field, high-
est in the middle, mounded but tapering at
both ends. Probably for drainage was the com-
ment, but I thought that's what underground
tiling was for, yet enabling a smooth playing
surface.

The turf accounted for one tackle of a Farm-
ington runner, and numerous trips of other
players. On kicks, the home team had the
advantage of knowing how the ball would
bounce, mostly in their favor.

The last millage was for the improvement of
our schools, but if any of that money was used
to change the football field; it was ill-spent. TV
10 announcers commented on the haze
appearing later in the game, thinking it was
weather induced, when in actuality it was
dust and dirt kicked up from the surrounding
construction mess, and caused nearly unbear-
able breathing/sinus difficultics.

I've never seen a football field in worse con-
dition, but I was reassured by another specta-
tor that Harrison's field was, indeed, worse.
Tho game of football may be just another sport
to some, but it means 80 much more w partici-
pants and alike. E is
held during football season, the income
derived from admittance is tho highest of any
sport, and the game pulls the most spectators
of any outdoor game around.

There's no reason for the fields not to be in
tip-top shape. Any visiting game is at a dis-
tinct disadvantage, and players hurt because
of the uneven surface would have a viable
gripe agninat its engineera,

The ficld aside, Farmington showed a lot of
class by not running up the cight-point differ-
ential-at tho end of tho game by allowing the
clock to run out when they had third down
and goal at the one yard line.

Aren newspapers wera wrong about the
-touchdown catch reportedly made by Brian
Johns, when it was actually Brian Lafer, who
played an outstanding game with few excep-

of the triumph of life. It, too, is about
getting on with life.This is the season to begin
again, Go for it!
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i | What'sa
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. read?

. *‘Private **Cold Mountain® “*Corelll's Men- **Tho Kennady
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g question at the | about vietnam zler, It’s beoutl- much history:.. White House Dur-

: Farmington and what it did fully written.” end a 'lovo ing the Cubnn' .
Hilis libraty to familles and . Anno Aliaum | SO Misslie Crisls,
branch, relctionships. Farmington | Sophle Elsenberg Richard

: .| Suxanna Lenning Schools | Wast Bioomfield Luterman

i Redford . . Farmington Hills

B .

tiona, I d both teams for making the
most of what I consider to be a deplorable
environment,
- Lori Johns, parent
NFHS player/student

Heartfelt thanks

n behalf of the present and future users of

the Kids World PlayScape, please accept *
and extend to your entiro staff, especially
reporter extroordinaire Tim Smith, my
earnest appreciation and heartfelt THANKS
for your coverage of the PlayScape project.
Without the Farmington Observer’s coverage
it is unlikely the fund-raising and volunteer
recruitment would have enjoyed their

resounding succoss.
You and your excephonnlly cnpnblc stuﬂ‘
have again overwhel d the

' Observer's deep wmmitment to not merely

observe and report what is happening in the
Farmington community, but to be an active
participant in what makes Farmington great.
1 am sure that long after my service to Farm-
ington is finished I will fondly ber the
following about Farmington: great people,

great history, great community — and a great
newspaper!
Bill Richards Jr.
Asst. City Manager and

PlayScape Project Director

Deserve better
Inm writing regarding the Sept, 18 article

-Mentitled “Home rule bill draws criticism.”

The citi of Fi and Far
Hills are not getting what they deserve ~a
representative in Lansing who listens to their
concerns before he acta.

Why is Rep. Rnczkowaki signing his name
to a bill and then flip-flopping on it? He admit-
ted the bill he co-sponsored has “language thut
appears w be contradictory.” Doesn't Rep.

read legislation before he co-ap
sors it? Obvnously, Rep. Raczkowski is not per-
forming his job well and the people of his dis-
trict deserve better.

Mark Brewer, Chair
Michigan Democratic Party

- Farmington Observer

JOANNE MALISZEWSK!, COMMUNITY EQITOR, 248-47 7-5450, IMALSZEWSIIQOL HOMECOMM.NEY
HUGH GAULAGHER, MANAGING EDITOR, 734-953-2149, HOALLAGHERGOE.HOMECOMM NET
PEG KNOESPEL, ADVERTISING MANAGER, 734-953-2177, PANORIPELQOEHOMECOMM.NET
‘ SUSAN ROSIEX, PUBUISHER, 734-953-2100, SROSIEXGOL.HOMECOMM,KET
RICHARD BRADY, VICE-PRESIDENT/INTERIM GENERAL MANAGER, 734-953-2252, RERADYQOLHOMECOMM.NET
MARK WARREN, CIRCULAYION DIRECTOR, 734-953-2117, MWARRENGOLHOMECOMMKET .
RicK FICORELL, MARKETING DIRECTOR, 734-953-2150, RICKF@OE HOMECOMM.XEY

HOMEBTOWN COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK, INC.

PHILP POWER, CHAIAMAN OF THE BOARD . JEANNE TOWAR, VICE PRESIDENT/ECITORIAL

RICHARD AQINIAX, PRESIDENT

OUR MISSION: "Because we publish community Hewspapers, we think about cummumty;oumal’um

in a fundamentally different way than our bigger
they cover,

independent from the stories and

They lves to be
in to write the unusual or

sensational and then dashing off to cover something else. We regard oursélves as both accurate
Jjournalists and as caring citizens of the communlucu where we work.” .

— Philip Power




