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Rldng on falth: Stewart Francke has translated his struggle to overcome leukemia

into insightful messages about the joy of living and the despair of suﬂ‘ermg in his

new CD, “Swimming In Mercury.”
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from his eister, Kit Reece of Troy,
last October, a six-week atay ine
the hospital and about soden
months of recovery in his Hunt-
ington Woods home, Francke, 41,
has re-emerged as an ordained
apostle of faith, His voice - once
eo wenk that he had to build up
his strength by practicing scales
- is more passionate and urgent.

While he often catches himself
before he gets “prenchy,” Francke
is keenly aware of his time and
place. And tha lessons of the past.
year are strewn throughout the
11 tracks.

From the opening homage to
his wife, Julin, “Keop Your Faith,
Darling,” to his wondering about
thoss who would crucify the
prince of peace, “For Want of A
Nail,” to a compelling anthem for
father and sons, “Swimming in
Mercury” is hardly a rumination
aof death and fear,

On the contrary, Francke’s
bouncing, driving melodies are o
Springatoonesque reaflirmation
that it’s not a sin to be glad

you'ro alive.

. With Francke, don't expoct the
typicul M’I’chramn rock musi-
cian. He readily recites n pas-
sage from Emorson, ponders the
simplicity of Bach's Sonata, and
contemplates the meaning of pop
culture and rock and roll. A for-
mer award-winning music writer
for the Metro Times, Francke has
interviewed many of rock’s top
performers.

He easily recitoes pop music
hiatory and tradition. One track
on hid new CD, “Prowlin’,” is a
nod to the inspiration from
Motown greats.

“Rock and roll is a living and
breathing art form,” he said.

And the focus in “Swimming In
Mercury” is clearly on living.

“My whole record is about
faith,” he said. *It took great
faith just to produce it.”

For Francke, lifc has become
an allegory. The past year, a
parable. The future may be
unknown, but the path is far

from unclear.

*I caught a bad break, but it's
what you do with breaks,” he
sings in the endearing, “Letter
From Ten Green.” Francke com-

- posed the words of the song ns o

letter to his two young children
durlng‘ the bleak days quaran-
tined in the hospital.

The lyrica read as a fathorly
sermon: “Trust your talents from
being o gift from above/Stay in

‘the light/Give your life to help-

ing othera and loving
deeply/Have a humble respect
for all living things/Beliove in
other people/They're goed, more

- often than they’re not.”

It's a message many fathers
should study. It's a message sel-
dom heard in today’s commercial
sound-alike pop market.

Then again, to know, the
secreta of life, one haa to walk
through the den of death,

Thankfully, therc's one soldier
wha has lived to tell the story.
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Ditto for Michael Osmond,
Qsmond,. whose wife, Beka, also
plays one of the wives in the
show, carried the family tradi-
tion of “Josoph” to the utmost
oxtreme whon their firat baby,

h, was born on

night of “Joseph” in Dallas 16.

months ago. Just a fow weeks
back, history practically repeat-
ed itaclf when Sarah Ann was

or'n.
“Beka's duc date was around

. Sept. 18, when wo would have

boen in Minneapolis,” says
Michael, “But it worked out per-

fectly. We had two weeks off to

rest up before starting tho tour
on Sept. 14, Sarah Ann was
born ocarly on 8/8/99 — we're
ruully excited about that dato”

' Beka and Sarah Ann joined
up with Michacl and Suzannah
in Minneapolis, before heading
to Dotroit's Masonic Templo
with the entire cast and crow.

Proud grandparents Alan
and Suzanne will keep an eye
on tho Osmond Srd Generation

“Our family can’t got away
from ‘Joseph,’™ jokes Michael,
“It'a a fun, family-oriented
show. And we just enjoy it. It's
got a good messuge that every-
one can rolate

What could bo next for the
Osmond Eight?

“We're kind of bouncing
around the idea of 'Seven
Brides for Seven Brothers,' *
quipped Michnol.

, Seems ns if they won't have to

do much to got the

gitls back
Bnrbicu and lnﬂntnhle Barbie
chair,

brothers' roles down pat.
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*Being & human cannonball
wasn’t something he pictured
himsolf deing. Myera performed
in school plays in high school
and wasn’t sure what he wanted
to do with his lifo. Acting wae
something he was considering
and clowning. N

In 1989 he earned a diploma
from Ringling Bros. and Barnum
& Bailey Clown College, but he
wasn't asked to join the show. He
was hired by the Clyde Beatty
Cole Circus, which tours the
East and Gulf Consts, and-met
former daredevil and canon con-
sultant Elvin Bale.

Myors took his first shot at
this career in 1993 and began to
consider it.

“I did more theater and act-
ing,” he aaid. “Then Elvin told me
they hnd a woman but needed a
guy for the show.”

The" thought of traveling
around the country with Rin-

gling Bros, and Barnum & Bai-

-ley waa appeanling, so Myers

began training for the job with
Bale.

1t takes a special person to be
a human cannonball.

“You have to have a senae of.
balance,” said Myers. “You don't
want somcone clumsy or who
walka stiff. You have to be grace-
ful, cat-like. My parents had a
trampoline sinco I was 8 years
old, I have good ‘air sense' I
know where my body is in rela-
tion to the ground.”

Human cannonball is not a job

- for a big person. Myers is 28, 5-

feot-7-inches tall, and woighs
146 pounds.

“Logistically, it's easier for a
peraon of medium height to be
thrown by the canon,” he said,

But like any other job, Myers

. does have his off days.

“Some dnys I'l] be distracted
by life and it goes by so fast, like

a flash, and boom, it's over. Other
days, I'm really focusad, nnd it
goes by in slow motion.”

Being shot out ‘of a canon is
not something you have to
rehearse. Ho's donb it so many
times that it's become repeti-
tious. To prepare, Myers lift
weights, runs and stretches, He
also visualizes a perfect outcome.

“I- picture myself doing overy-
thing porfect in my head,” he
snid.

Still an actor at heart, Myers
comparea Ringling Bros. and
Barnum & Bailey to a Broadway
show, The Threa Ring Adventure,
one hour prior to ahow time,
which allows families to interact
with the performers, is one of his
favorita things.

“People really love lt,' he said.
“It's something you can't de any-.
where else, You get to meet the
cast before the shnw

Local production of ‘Death of a Salesman’ Wﬂl be on PBS

- If you havon't beon on the edge
of your casy chair waiting for the
neason premiere of Dotrait Pub-
lic Tolovision's BACKSTAGE
PASS, I won't hold'it nrulnat

ou.

After all, the show nuvor really

It's aléo common in TV to oﬂ'er
a cliff-hanging season finale.
That's just not our style. Oh, I
suppose we could have gone with
eomething Jike “Who shot Willy
Loman? Tune in to ‘Death of a
Sulesman' on BACKSTAGE

went away for the summer, as it "PASS ‘When you found out that

continued to bring you fresh
musgic performancos and an
update of cultural nctivities
around town.

RESLRVE
NOW

" INFORMATION:

FLATURING.

MRAFFI.E

TICKETS: $25 IN ADVANCE
(830 PER PERSON AT THE DOOR)
w“ DAR & CASUALLY ELEGANT ATTIRE

Tickets avallable at Livonla Qold & Sliver in Wonderland Mnll
or (734) 421=k 111 (24-hour line)

"SUBURBAN TASTEFEST™
mzmwmmmsnnmrs

UNIQUE SILENT AUCTION
. FEATURING OUR FAMOUS 'NUTABLE AUCTION?

we were npen}ung in video terms
and the angwer is & camera oper-
ator you've never heard of, you

wouldn’t be plcuued with the

deception.

Nevertheless, the season open-
er to premiere Sunday, Oct. 3, at
7:30 p.m. on Channel 66 is
tempting,’

It features the gripping drama
of the Theatre Company’s pro-
duction of “Death of a Salesman”
at U-D Mercy, the exciting and
unprcdlctable music of Edgefest
in Ann Arbor, and the thrills and
chills without spills of Dance

()cri 3, 1999

(734) 464-2741

SECURED
PARKING

6 30 p.Mm.
TOf

s

- Spansofed by the,
Observer Newspapers ‘

Nonee! at St. Columba Catholic
Church in Detroit.

Thanks for your mdulgcnce on
my annual blatant plug.

It has been fifty years since
Arthur Miller's “Death of a
Salesman” first opened in New
York City, and after a half-

segment, .

It waa somewhat unusunl for
The Theatre Company to select
such a mainstream play for its
season opening run from Oct, 8 -
24 at U - D Mercy’a McAuley
Theatre,

ry of many noteworthy produe-
tions on stage and amall screen,
it is considered the quintesscn-
tial American play.  However, its

-.age and familiarity to theater

audiences do not limit its relé-
vance or appeal.

“The truths that emerge about
family life in ‘Death of a Sales-
man’ are universal. Audiences
have an opportunity to becomo
deeply involved with the charac-
ter development of individual
family membors.

“It is eapecially cnptxvnling to
see the way the sona are able to

geta penetrntmg look into their -

parent’s lives,” says Blair Ander-
son, the \Vnyna State University

. theatre department director who

hosts the BACKSTAGE PASS

1 i but I

ffbond typ
have béen the Compnnys niche,
one that has been rewarded by a
very cqmmm.ed and loyal audi-
erice.

known

istic America
would be
received during
a recent run in’
China, and it
did gangbusters
in Beijing,” says
Anderson.

You'll find just
about anything
that you're look-
ing for during
the local fall

—
BACKSTAQE
PASS

ANN
DELISt

The Theatre C
tice of casting professional actors

with students has paid off {n"*

consistently high-quality produc-
tions. *Death of a Salesman”
should benefit from the guest
directing of Geoffrey Sherman,
who departed as Meadow Brook
Theatre'a artistic director earlier
this year.

“It will be interesting to see
the touches that the British-born

director applies to the play. But,

then again, everyone wondered
how this atory rooted in capital-

's- prac-"!

" theater season.
Other October
picks include “The Merchant of
Venice,” directed by Gillian
Eaton, at the Hillberry Theatre,
“The Immigrant” at the Jewish
Ensemble Theatre, and the Jeff
Daniels comedy “Escanaba in the
Moonlight” at the Gem.

With so many different offer-
ings in the performing arts avail-
able this fall, the cliff-hanging
suspense comes {n making your
decision on what to seo and do.
We'll try to help.

One: Weekend Three Events }

_COMPUTER AND-

ANTIQUE AND

}TECHNOLOGY SHOW | ‘{I:OI.I.ECTIBI.E SHOW
_OCTOBEB'I-Z-E! ‘ _OC'I'OBER 1-2-3°

ON SOFTWARE, HARDWARE
“AND ACCESSORIES

COMPUTERS, GAMES, C.D.'S,

MONITORS, BOOKS & MORE!

| NEW & USED'
' PRODUCTS!

BUY! TRADE! SELL!

FRI'12-9 - 5AT108 SUN 06

" ADMISB10N OHLY
$2.00 PER CARLOAD!

FRIDAY 1S SET-UP DAY
ai alt Doalwx Pamdpam ol

TRADE CENTER, INC.

| FINE ANTIQUES, NOSTALGIA |
SELECT COLLECTIBLES,
AND VINTAGE ITEMS
INCLUDING

VICTORIAN PERIOD FURNITURE,
PATTERN GLASS, BOOKS, TOYS,
PORCELAIN, MOVIE ITEMS,
CHINA, POTTERY, PRIMITIVES

AND MUCH ,MUCH MOREI

FRIDAY IS SET UP DAY .
NOT ALL DEALERS PARTICIPATE

OUTDOOR CI.ASSIG CAR SHOW

NDAY OCTOBER 3RD + 10AM 6PM.

HUNDREDS OF CUSTOMS, RODS, STREET MACHINES,

ORIGINALS & TRUCKS OF ALL KINDS

SWAP MEET VENDORS SELLING
RELATED MERCHANDISE

ENTERTAINMENT BY DJ ROCKIN RONNIE %‘
Produoed 8 Jdged by USMC

TA\rLon

1-75 & EUREKA RD

734-287~

- v it

(EXIT 36) TAYI.OR
y{ ]

tarttade com



