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When it comes
to the entertain-
ment industry,
Detroit has
come a long way.
Still light years
from the indus-
try forefront —

| ntamely Now
sTepHanie  York and Holly-
‘A. CASOLA Wwood the
Motor City has
its way of weav-
ing in and out of the spotlight,
rominding the world that therc's
moro to Michigan than just auto-
mobiles.

Last week two Michigan actors
marked breakthrough perfor-
mances in their careers. One has
made the move to California; the
other has stayed closely tied to
his Michigan roots.

Hollywood or bust

Rich Hutchman was only &5
years old when he and his family
maved to.Livonia from Irelond.
By age 10 ho was delivering the
Livonia Observer, He attended
Franklin High School and later
Kalamazoo College. *1 have the
warmest feelings for Livonia,
there’s no doubt about it,” he
said,
All the while Hutchman
dreamed of becoming an actor.
He moved to Hollywood only
eight.months ago and landed a

guost-starring appearance on
“Chicago Hope,” which aired
Thursday, Sept. 23. Hutchman
played Robert Bacon, a character
whose son was taken to the hos-
pital because of a cleft pallet.
Doctors, played by Lauren Holly
and Barbara Hershey, discaver
the boy also has a heart condi.
tion. Both ailments must be
operated on - at the same time.
Of his first big television part,

. Hutchman said it was a great

experience. “All of the actora
were really profeseional and
nice,” he said, adding that Holly
and Hershey were particularly
wonderful to work with, He
called Hershey “such a major
star”

Having lived in Chicago for
seven years prior to moving to
the Weat coast, Hutchman had a
unique undorstanding of his
character. “ have mote of a feel-
ing for the south side Chicago
accent,” oaid Hutchman, “He's a
real, regular guy”

As he'’s continued to pursue his
career, Hutchman said his family
has been very supportive. “My
dad would always say, You only
get to live once. Go for your
dreams.”

And heis.

Wanting it all

It's almost as if Ed Nahhat .

leads two separate lives. By day

Mvystery /o ez

he works as a general practice
litigator. On his own timo, the
Royal Qak resident writes and
acts in plays, films, industrial
videos and commercials. . |
On Saturday afternoon, Sept.
26, cable audiences around the
country had a first chance to
tune into the Lifetime network
and cateh him in action, Nahhat
scored a supporting role in the
film “All of It,* which was filmed
in the Birmingham and Bloom-
field Hilis area in October 1897,
The movie'a writer, director and
co-producer is formor Bloomfleld
Hills resident Jody Podolak
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and daughter who lead dificrent
lives. It centers around Amy Hol-
beck (Alanna Urbach), a 25-year-
old waman living in Now York
City who rotuma to the Oaklan:
County auburbs to spond Yom
Kippur with her family.

“It's o timeleas story,” said
Nahhat. “Well written and hon-
est. He plays the perfect son-in.
law, married to the other dough-
ter. “I really enjoyed playing a
smart alec.”

For Michigan natives, cortain
sitea in the film will leok famil.
{iar: the Franklin Cider Mill,

Darren Gold, also-from Bloom-
field Hills, assisted in producing,
caating, and hiring a crew for
“All of It.” .

Nahhat auditioned for a small
role in the film, o restaurant
managor, but the Podolsky and
Gold had a *bigger part in mind® .
for him. One week later, ho was
on the set as 1 supporting cast ;
member, on a project starring -,
Academy Awnrd nominee Lealey
Ann Warren. Nahhat can’t help
but break a smile still thinking.
about it. He was mosat impressed
with  the way' - Podolsky
approached him for the ralo. *

“She treated me like a profes-.
sional, even though I was only a ;
local actor,” he said. .

The film deals with the tenso
relationship between a mother

Congr Shaarey Zedek
and Long Lake Markot, There
are shots taken from downtown
Birminghar, Southfield and the
director’s Bloomfield Hills home
in the film. “You'll be able to see
that it’s local,” said Nahhat, who
began acting in chureh plays and
at Kimball High School in Royal
Qak. Aftor gotting a bachelor’s
degreo in fine arts and honing
his skills at such places aa the
Michigan Repertory Theatre and
The Attic Theater, Nahhat
cnrolled {n law achool at Wayne
State University.

While law and acting may
seam quite opposite as careers
go, Nahhat drew parallels
between them. In law, he said,
you have to “beliove in your
client,” have “experience,” and
*have confidence in the presenta-

who started Power Move Produc-
tions in 1995 to gain more con-
trol over his own musical career.

“We built up a small pre-produc-
tion studio, released a single and
a full-length album on The 10,
now wo're promoting concerts.
Now we're a full-fledged enter-
tainment company. Hopefully
we'll be making some noise.”

The 10 recently released

“Heat,” an album carrying a*

strong street buzz. Sims
described The 10 as having a
“hard-core street sound.”

“The way it’s presented, it's
somcthing everyone can relate
to,” said Sims, who's been in the
music business for 15 years. He
said he loves the way hip hop
has crossed over to include other
genres, like rock and roll, and
other cultures. .

“I have a love of music that
came across time,” said Sims.
“No matter what happens, hip
hop is like my culture, a way of
life. It’s not anything I can think
about changing, It's not even a
conscious effort.”

What better way to make a liv-
ing than by incorporating some-
thing you love. Sims sces the
potential in creating and per-
forming hip hop in Detroit. Just
talking t> people in the area, or
on his Web site, he can tell, “how
huge this is.”

“1 feel like I have something to
do with that,” he said. “I want to
continue to make it grow.”
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The Second Annual Micro-
phone Mystery Tour will be held
9 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 2, at Center

Stage, 39940 Ford Road in Can-
ton. Call (313) 438-0743 for
information.

Don't miss our new play, Sell it in three, or well un it
for FREE!" now appearing in the Classified section of
your hometown newspaper. In fact il you dont sel it
wilh three Classified ads, well iun your ad jree three
more times! Now Ihat's.worth a round of applause.
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Ed Nahhat
tion of idens and emotions to a
Jjudge or jury™ Those same skills
benefit him as an actor before an
oudience. )

Chances are Nahhat won't bo
packing up and moving to Cali-

[
o
fornia to become a star; he's got,..
work to duv in the Metro arca.
More importantly, he said, his _
family sti'l lives here. “My heart ™
is sort of in this area,” said Nah-
hat. He admires people like nctor' -
Jeff Danicls who stay true to~ '
their Michigan roots. “He's a big
supporter of local talont, local™’
artists,” said Nahhat of Danicla.
1 admire that kind of loyalty to'
hometown.” .
So he strikea a balance
betweoen practicing law and’’
maintaining a creative outlet in ~
television, theater, and now film.*"
Look for “All of It” to be shown
ngain on Lifetime. B
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Stephanie Angelyn Casola*
writes about popular music for

the Observer & Eccentric News= ™

popers. She can be reached ot

{734) 953-2130 or e-mail at sca-

sola @oe. homecomm. net. To
send a fax, dial (734) §91.7279,
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AN IDEAL MOVIE FOR
THE ENTIRE FAMILY!"

“FUN:! Fans of all ages & 3
are svre to enjoy .
Elmo’s most
excellent adventure”
Sarwart Shetion, LA, TREEKT MASATIE

Advun‘lthu?‘el of

The Qood, Tha Bad
and Tho Stinhy.
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