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Q&A:/I—I Te’s some answers

-BY mc‘%wu) PEARL
rpurlOoe..homacn mm.not

2:' So why ia it that when your
-"’loctnc power goes out, your
“Yelophono atill works?
» They both nced electricity,
dan’t they?
¢ Tboy—do smd Dotrnit Edison
cpreae night

-] EDISON

vents a lot of customer outages
when the main circuit goes out,
It's oporated either by a radieo
signal from a aubstation or man-
ually, Roborts sald, .

As for the tree-trimming,

~ but the telophunu lines hnppen
-to bo a few notches bolow the
power lines on the pole.

: 8o if a branch falla, it likely
ill knock out the lights, but you
enn still call the cops, the fire
~sdepartment —~ and Datroit Edi-
SrBon.

", Tho telephone question was

r¥pmong thoss which the electric

0o uu-u-n

- qphhty people, headed up by Edi-
, ~aon Mcdia Relations Manager

Thm Conloy, sought to answer for
j'ruatrntcd arca residents at

- ~’I‘hutsduy night’s Farmington
/ﬁllla/Dutrml Edison Citizens

‘Tomm:ttco meeﬁng ut the Hills'

i — a8 in major power
outages — Edison has no choice
but to do a quick and not very
protty job of getting trees cut
back from the lines, &
spokesman anid,

# Why does Edison always
geem to give a six-hour timo-
block in which power will be
restored?

“Because we're pretty sure we

can reatoro it” in that time, Con+ |

ley said.

E Why can't peoplo talk to
live person inatead of the com-
puter system in emergencies?

Partly because of the marpow-
er needs, Conley said. However,

% Some peoplo thought that if
“pnly one of thom called and said
“Everybody on my block is out,”
‘that would do tho trick.

smare calls Edison receives from
via its camputer systom — can

.,& power outage.

When thres or more calls come
in from a particular area, the
computer system takes over and
begina prioritizing as to which
need repair crews soonest, Con-
-loy said,

# Momentary power outages —
those lasting enly a few seconds
- are often cnused by tree
branches brushing power lines,

*Sumetimes you or your neigh-
bors need a treo trimmed back”
because the momentary contact
briefly causes a disconnect in the
system, said Bill Roberts, an
Edison spokesman,

“But sometimes it's caused by
the switching mechanism” in
Edigon’s automated distribution
syatem, he said.

The system, in which Edison
invested “a lot of money,” pre-

[ (THE STUFF CETWENN THE Ln) 1
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But Conley explmned that the:
cortain location, the botter it ~

Judge the extent and severity of
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the is “staffing up the
call eenter” in Southfield to han-
dle more calls personally.

But the automated system hes
been upgraded tremendously
over tho last few years, geing

from 2,600 calls per hour to
40,000 now and 45,000 in the
near future, Conloy snld

“It allows us to got mare infor-
mation in foster,” ho said.

B Why arae thoro power out- J

ages on sunny doys?

Sometimes the tranamissjon ‘
lino sags due to overload, said ¢
Conloy and the other Edison .

staffors, At othor times, cquip-

mont which has boen damaged -
by a storm goen out at a later !
date, or a tree limb damaged in |
one storm falls on the lines dnyn .

or woeks later.

Edison will apend more thun i

$500 miilion this yonr in south-

castern Michigan to maintain ;

and upgrade its aystem, Cnnloy
anid,

replaces equipmont every soven
yeara and does lino service ever
9.5 years, he gaid.

Conley also said Edison has i
spent $85 million to avoid the |

Year 2000 (Y2K) bug. but never- ;

theless will have l.houonndu on

duty Dec. 31 just in case.”

“It's not unusual to have dis- | i

turbances on New Year's Eve”
anyway, he noted.

In genoral, the company tests -
pole equipment overy five years, .
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Harrison High School Home-
coming Court.

Last year's H ing

.cnthusinsm: Monday, Greaser

Duy, Tucndny. College Colors
ny; ‘Twins' Day;

Queon, Domini Tack

doy, Hippie Day; Friday,

introducad this year's court
and crowned hor successor:
Benlar Lisa Rosomary,

Lisa is active in Studonta
Ageinst Drunk Driving and
tho Natlonal Honor Society, {8
captain of the varsity volloy-
ball team and will bo a mom-
bor of the track and-field
squad,

Rounding out her court are
seniors Kimmy Gass, Stacey
Sargol, Jillian Trefilek, fresh-
man Jenna Yambor, sopho-
more Both Brozovich and
junior Kelly Taylor.

Crowned Homecoming King
at the dance, attended by
about 800 students, was senior

Rahul Boiapally. Nominees

included eeniors Kevin Woods,
Bmd Tucker and David Mar-

Frlduy'n “Field Day” fea-
tured everything from pic-cat-
ing contests to water-batloon
tosuos, Throughcuz Spmt
Week, stud g d

Class Colora Day.
Lighting up school fun
ut%lortﬁ P

“Candyland” waa the thome
of North Farmington High
Bchool's Homecoming festivi-
ties. Principal Rick Jones said
Saturday's game, parado and
dance capped off a great week
that actunily began the previ-
ous weekend, when students
decorated the school,

Three ginger-bread houscs
and a giant M&M were among
the float offerings thia year, a8

B ‘Candyland’ was the
theme of North Farm-
Ington High School's
l:omoeomlng festivi-
tlos.

Krystio Richardson; freshmen

- Jimmy Wolk, prince, Brynn

Allen, princess; sophomares —

Troy Anderson, prince, Lind-

sey Silbershein, princess;

juniors —~ Andy Smith, prince,

Julie Schindler, princess.
Jones said about 700- 10-800

ded the H

everybody d with the
festivitics had o sweat time.

Fridoy night’a pep rally and
bonfire really stirred up the
enthusiesm for the following
day, Jones said.

On Saturday, seniors Katle
Wolk and Brian Lafer were
crowned. Queen und King,
reupectlvuly. The rest ?f thn

dance Saturday evening.

And, like over at Harrison,
Spirit Week gave North stu-
dents the chance to dress up in
various outfits to mntch the
daily theme. !

Farmington High Schnol s
homecoming game ahd dance
are scheduled for Friday, Oct.

Court i
- Jessica Bigelman,

waya to show their achool

Evan Leibhan, Brian McClary,

8 and Saturday, Oct. 9, respec-
tively. -
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cancer’is a

to our own humanity?

it's not enough to think of cancer as a disease. It’s a challenge to everything
we know about life. At the Providence Cancer Institute, we help you meet the
! challenge every day. The new Assarian Cancer Center, in partnership with the

University of Michigan Health System, provides leading-edge clinical care and

research along with the conveniences you and your family deserve. And the
Center for the Healing Arts unites spirituality with science and the arts to provide
support from diagnosis through treatment. The Providence Cancer Institute...
dedicated to the health and humanity of every patient.

The Micbael & Rose Assarian Cancer Center in Novi

HPROVIDENCE

Health in body, mind and spirit.

CANCER INSTITUTE

Cancer Center Network

University of Michigan
Health System

For more information, please call us at 800.341.0801




