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HB 4777

Locals are right to challenge

in the wako of attention from local

medin, and ire from local government
officiala over tho controversial House Bill
4777.

State representatives, such s Andrew
Raczkowski of Farmington Hills, are upset
that the proposed legislation has been dubbed
the “anti-home rule bill." .

In Farmington and Farmington Hills,
Raczkowski has indeed and appropriately
taken a verbal beating from local officials for
his support and co-aponsorship of the house
bill that is formally named “The Job Creation
and Regulatory Responsibility Act of 1999.”

We aren't sure, however, if his hurt feelings
stem from the fact llmt ats not eaoy | for anyone
to be chided,
local officials heve the nudnclty to challenge
big shots in Lansing.

inly any state rep ive who has
g0 clearly opposcd local government by endors-
ing and supporting the legislation should be
prepared not only for debate on the issue, but
an onslaught of criticism,

Raczkowski Lae said he feela that local
leudem do not understnnd HB 47717. Yet local

John Donoh

SOmu atate legislators are shouting foul
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Words: Many of the exchanges between
state Rep. Andrew Raczkowski and
Farmington Hills Mayor Aldo
Vagnozzi have been an%ry ones when it
comes to House Bill 4777. Vagnozzi
has criticized Raczkowski of
Farmington Hills for his co-
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LiKe A PHOGNIX FROM THe ASWes...

I‘, onsorship of the bill, In turn,

aczkowski has said that cuy officials
do not understand the l

the legis!, at 9 a.m. Wednesday. That's

the same time local leaders had planned to
ntt.end an annusl Michigan Mumcipul League

who represents the cities of Farmington and
Farmington, have rescarched the bill and are
aware of its implications - hence their erong
reaction,

Farmington and Farmmgton Hills uﬂ‘mnls
are not out of line in their opposition to the
bill, nor in their candid and often loud criti-
cism of the logislation and its sponsora. ‘

City officinls are to be commended for tak-
mg time to march on Lansing to make their
voices heard nnd to make it clear that any

to dinate Jocal g will
come with a price, That's what their con-
stituents elected them to do and they are
within their rights to question and if neces-
sary, criticize, state officials for their ideas
and actiona,

In fact, the criticiam may have worked, Bill
sponsor Robert Gosselin, R-Troy, said that thé
bill is being rewritten to exclude issues con-
cerning tobacco, alcohol and biltboards. That
still may fall short of what some city counul
members want, but it's a start. And obvi

in Grand Rapids, removing any
chance for them to testify on the behalf of local
communities.

City officials in Farmington and Farming-
ton Hills were notified of the committee meot-
ing on Friday, Oct. 1. One of Raczkowski's
staff members said the schedule gave city offi-
cials five days notice to teatify,

Come on. Anyone involved with government
- aven the media — knows that this week is
the annual MML conference.

Some would call the scheduling of the testi-
maonial meeting at the same time as the MML
conferenco coincidental, Others, particularly
local government leaders, are cnllmg it pre-
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Not a bad idea

h me, ch my! Democrats just can't seem to
abide with our state Rep. Andrew
Raczkowski, eh?

When Raezk ki's ial
opponent, Mr. Steve Dibert, dcclded toseek a
seat on the Farmington City Council I thought
the attack letters againat Raczkowski in the
Observer would stop.

Insiend we have Murk Brewer, chair of the
Michi Party, taking Dibert's

meditated, We leave that d up to
individual consciences.

But the barking paid off. Goaselin, snying
he wants to hear from local officials, changed
the meoting date to an undetermined time.
We encourage Farmington and Farmington
Hills city ropresentatives to stay on top of the
issue and to be in Lnnsmg in full force when

ly
city councils ahould continue their criticism
until they get what they want.

Yet the ire of local officials was spiked last
week when Gosselin - chairman of the
Employment Relations, Training and Safety

the ing ia

‘Tho controversy surrounding HB 4777, as
well ag the ihdignant reaction to it, is a good
example of the roln local elected officials can
and should play. Their job ia to ensure that
their i litios are p d from attack,

Commmee. to which the bill has now led
heduled a ting to-uccept on

including power raids by the state.

Avoid legislation by courts

l egislation by lawauit is rarely in anyone's
best interest. It circumvents a process
nt's worked well for centuries, turning
over policy-making responsibilities from elect-
ed representatives to judges and juriea. It
throws the checks and balancea built into gov-
ernment by the framera of the state and feder-
nl Constitutions out of whack.

Still, there are elements to the pending liti-
gation by Detroit and Wayne County against
twe dozen gun manufacturers and a dozen
gun dealers doing business {n our area that
merit support. And there is evidence that the
suite — which seek some $800 million in dam-
ages — are gnttmg gunmnhm uttenhon and

I 8tiil, there are elements to the
pending litigation by Detroit and
Wayne County agalnst two dozen
gun manufacturers and & dozen

gun dealers doing business in our
area that merit support.

bought nnd used legally by hunters and target
shooters,

Unfortunaotely, both Congress and the state
Legislature remain paralyzed on the issue —
aven ancr the epate of achool and workplace
bbed headlines this year and

finally prompting seri on trying
*to remove guns from the hands of dnldmn
and felons.

Tho separate civil suits were filed last April
in Wayme County Circuit Court. They cite the
manufacturers and dealars for 'vnllr\:l negll
gence” in not. ing “straw -a
dealer knowingly eelling a weapon to someone
acting as a front for a felon or juvenile unable
to logally buy one. Wayne County law enforce-
ment officials set up the stings for dealers,
runging from independent gun shows to major
aporting goods chains.,

Gun manufacturers are just as liable for
the illegal sales, contends Mike Duggan, the

- county’s deputy executive cnd a candidate for
county p . The ct lTook
tho other way, hiding behizd federal laws
which atipulate only that guns must be uln::,

: by a licensed dealer, “There’s no
. check (by the manufacturer), no follow-up,
" nothing,” Duggan say». “It's tougher for an

. appliance dealer to sell a nnme—bnnd vncuum

cleaner than it is to seil guna.”

even though survey after survey shows a
majority of Americans favor stricter gun con
trol laws. It's too bad the gun lobby still exerts
such powerful influence in Lansing and Wash-
ington. So much ao that civil suits have
become the preferzed course of action. Some
20 municipal and county governments - from
Chicago to Bridgeport, Conn. ~ have filed liti-
gation similar to the Detroit-Wayne County
suita,

Duggan and others hope the threat of dam-
age awards will prompt eelf-regulation and
accounlability from gun manufacturers and
dealers in the same way the tobacco industry

has begun policing itself.

The gun suits, which have yet to be heard,
ave already brought about somo pualtive
changes. The Gibraltar Trade Center, for

example; has barred gun ules from its weok-
end floa market..

The Obeerver is pleued 'io see some move-
‘ment on the isaue. But'we hold out hope that
substantial changes in the way people buy .
and sell firearms can be dictated by the Legis-
lature and not from behind thie court bench.

for a bill of this sort a bad idea.

place thh his “deserve better” attack letter
oagainst Raczkowski (Observer Sept. 30).
ch, Mr. Brownr, the home rule bill was
inits ding and
needs correcting to clear out ity nmhxgmty, but
that ambiguity alone does not make the need

Recognizing that need surely is the answer
to Broewer’s question as to why R

Eccentric Newspapers think there should be
1,869 minimum wage laws, 1,869 OSHAs,
1,869 Americans with Disabilitics Acts, or
1,859 construction codes.

Yet that is the impression leR by the
paper’s reporting and cditorial (Sept. 23) on
House Bill 4777,

The O&E doesn't think such ordinances
could slow growth, given “our current thriving
satate economy, with one of the lowest unem-
ploymcnt rates in history, high job creution,

and " Further,
“nowhere is it found that communities with
living wage ordinances ... have brought busi-
ness expansion or job ereation to a halt.”

The O&E is correct that these have not
caused a slowdown - yet.

The entire nation has enjoyed unprecedent-
ed growth since the 1991 recession, During
that same period, state taxes and regulations

signed on to the bill, Somebody in Lansing
had to raise the issue of the need of a bill of
this sort anu bring it to public awareness and
scrutiny, Raczkowski did just that by co-spon-
goring the bill.

Sadly a bill of this nature should not be a
need, but some local governments have
stepped outside the proper bounds of local gov-
ernance with some of their local laws and ordi-
nances. Doing 8o has created a need for a state
home rule law regardless of the chagrin
expresaed.

Quite a few of thue overly ambitious local
governments have Democrats at their helms
and it would sadden me to think that Mr.
Brewer and aothers, some local, are adamantly
opposed to a properly worded home rule law
becduse of that,

It would be better if they channeled their
intellect and efforts into cooperation and
bipartisanship in the writing of a properly
worded home rule bill that would be accopt-
able to all. That, Mr, Brewer, is the ball
Raczkowski hos handed you.

. Tom Murphy
Farmington Hills

Bill would restore balance

Thero are 1,859 local governments in Michi-
gan, It is hard to believe the Observer &

have declined, which bas also boosted growth.
Given this, it would be hard for any local regu-
lation short of expropriation to cause 2 slow-
down, )

But the “Goldilocks economy” will not last
forever. Michigan is still more vulnerable than
other states to recession. We can't afford to
lose potential employers who sliun the state an
a “Bosnia” of conflicting, overlapping, and
duplicative local regulations,

“The workers laid offin a future slowdown
will be the ones who suffer if local govern.
ments aver-regulate business and employ-
ment, This is what HB 4777 sccks to prevent.

As a former Troy City Council member [
share the O&E's respect for Michigan's tradi-
tion of home rule by local governments. But
there must be a balance between the needs of
business to operate free of over-regulation,
and the desire of local officials to regulate
everything under the sun,

R, )y a decades-old on that
balance has been brenking down under pres-
sure from anti-business special interest
groups. HB 4777 would restore that balance.

Robert Gosselin,
state representative,
42nd District, Troy
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OUR M3I0K: “Because we publish community newspapers, we think about commumt_y)ournalum

in a fundamentally different way than our bigger

p They Ives to be

independent from the stories and
sensational and then dashing off to cover somethi
joumnluta and as cunrw citizens of the communi

they cover,

ping in to write the unusual or
ing else. We regard oursclves as both accurate
ities where we work.”

~~ Philip Power




