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Bullard supports turning system over to regional group

BY MIKE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE
mmaloHObomecomm it

burbani

50} tuny times jn the 20 yesra
ﬁo a's been in the Leginlnture,

. While raies are higher in the

For years, have
believed they sre being over.
charged by ihu Datrnlt Wlt-ur
and Sewerage

Btate 8en. Bﬂl Bullud (EMﬂ
ford) said the city makes s “prof-
it” on the water service it pro-
vides to its suburbsn customer

And the d

hs, he said thoy should be
b the cost of
water to customers increases the
further from Detroft they are
located, Installation of lines and
maintenance nra the primary
o8t s,
But he alw nomd that mny

tac

chance of passage this time, He
noted that there hus been 8 high
turnover In the Legislature since

Pm nnnu of reglonalization
for reelection pur-

poul and w stir up the senti-

naid, Those who mové out of the
city should wnlidar the addi-

le issue, Young nlponded
tional cost of services in the com-

*holds a tinge of rece baiting.”,

the lnuo was last d
And he has 24 cp-sponsors

nigned on to support the bill.
Dstroit’s system luppliu
wator and sewer sa 124
in the

T

Michigan region, including most

of western Wayne and Oskland

over ratss has led to an ongoing
federal court case between the
suburbas and city, initially filed
back {o 1877,

Deapite the fuct thet numer-
the

charges to the water bills belora
passing them on to residents.
Those sdditions) community
chnrges account for much of

nddltlonal cont of water in the

ous
Detroit water lyslem have fafled
in the past, Bullard said he
decided to ra-raise the issue in
the state Legislature this fall
when he hurd talk over the

“culture ur' to support the aris
in the city,

Butlard jntroduced Benate Bill
781 Tuesdsy, Oct. §, to have the
Detroit water and sewer systems
mken over by a regional authori-

y. As in previous proposa
bill would eltnhlhh o mxional

Bullard’s bill would not com-
pensate the c:ty for the takeover
of the water department.

“You are assuming .that
Detroit has some equity in the
system, It does not,” Bullard
said, “It has been established in
faderal court thet Detroit's equi-
ty in it was poid off jn & series of

ymenta made to Detroit's Gen-
eral Fund from the water depart-
ment in the late-19608, Binca
then, it heen operating on a
user fee basls,” .

of the water

) Vi com-
munities vnus bued on their
usage of t;ze water and sewer

ayaum hes heen the pubject of
?umerous bills introd: to the

Y
would meet ennuslly to epprovs
woter gnd sewer rates, projects
for improvement of the system,
and 10 elect a regiona) authority
board to oversee the operation of
the syatema throughout the rest
of the year,

“We hear a lot of talk from
Detroit interests about the need
to cooperate, and money for the
arts js one example, “Bullard
said, citing the proposal for a
reglonnl tax to support the
Detroit Institute of Arta and the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra, as
well as other cufturel jnstitu-
tions ju the southeast Michigan
region. “But when the suburbs
talk about jt, we don’t get that
cooperation.”

Thnt’s compnrkng “apples to
oranges,” 8ays Sen. Joe ouns,
Jr. (D-Detroit). “The DIA is
by people across the etate and
across the country, The water
system 8 used by just jts four
million customers.”

Young said he's seen this pro-

Survivors up for
tax deductions

BY MIXE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICS
rumalottOhomecomm.nat

Burvivors of the Holocaust, or
heirs or beneficinries of victima
or Nazi persecution during World

War I, may scon come into sub-
stantis] money,

Those wbo Jive in Michigan
would receive thejr settlements
tax free under legislation pend-
ing before the state House of
Representatives.

The Houso Tax Policy Commit-
tee on Tuesday took up House
Bill 4796, sponeored by Stete
Rep. Marc Shulman (R-Weat
Bloomfield),

The proposel would allow
Holocaust survivors, or the heirs
or beneficiaries of victims, to
deduct from their income tex
returns any repargtions or
returned assets paid to them.

*Holacaust survivors have
waited decades for the return of
their .parlonnl items end hold-
ings,” Rep. Nancy Cassis (R-

Novi) said. “Exempting the

income tax on thess items

least the state can do for people’

who have suffered through the
worst hum-n tragedy of this mil-
lennium.*

Tho state propossl follows
deductions siready in place at
the federal level, Cassis said she
expects there will be many resi-
dents of southesst Mj who
receive ssttlement pnymann,

though she wes unable
mate & o T,

Somse 120 Bwise companics —
includiog banks and’ imunm
companics — may soon dis-
tribute $1.28 billion to 50,000
suryivors heirn in 40 coun-
trios as & r‘uult of » propossd

an

lawauit refarred Lo aa the "Holo-

caust Victims Asset Litigation.”.
The settlement

and up

nueu, left with companies in

- Bwitsertand by Jewish families
woen 102045, The settl

as proposed last year, aud has

bun under review by a Bwise
commission, Payments could
begin in Novembsr when the
:v"vin in axpectad o be complet.

: mtmu-wwmlu
legislative spproval with little or
‘mpmiiton this fall, Cessin

coverp -
uucldnand bank dsposits, ‘;b:u R

since the 1960s. Ona
such bill was approved by the
Senate in 1893, hut the most
recent sttempt, in 1997, never

, Bome four million cus-
tomers in the region receive
Detroit water,

*Wao neo a thry of misman-
sgement snd corruption in the
Datroit Water and Sewerage
Dopsrtment,” Bullard sasid.
“Now, some will say that
goes back 20 ysars, but there
was an employee of the depart
ment who was recently indicted
l.or mldn] brides, you, thet

an indictment, not 8 conyic-
mn Bull, there's & history, And
thero is 8 history of out
no-bid contracts, Maybe in the
past yeer they have cleansd vp
hair conlrnct letting process,
but it mn has g istory of no-bid
conts:

Thoss Issues do indeed go back
20 years, Young said, Today, the
Detroit water department is s
wall run prgonization, he said,

“The Detroit water dnpnmnenl
is doing a good job, This ia like

ars on Wall fitreet, no one

to take over an unhesithy

sven moved out of

Nonetheless, Bullard said he
halieves the plan hss a good

tion, It is b it's &
benlthy depnrtmnnt that others
want to take it over,”
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MAKE YOURSELF AT HOME’

Celebrating nearly a century of quality and style, Thomasville gives you the opportunity to save on
some of our most popular furnishings, Since 1904, Thomasville has used the finest materials and quality
crafismanship to create furnishings cherished for generations. Today more than ever, Thomasville
reflects the way you live with timeless contemporary designs, comfortably eraditional styles, and a blend
of worldly influences, Visit our showrooms and discover the possibilities.

VERSARY CELEBRATION

bisiro leather w/n

uicobiybachor
e, $3,295 Salcﬁ/ .995

Free with dining room purchase:
Thomasville’s Protective Table Pad, a $199 value.’

® Exclusive Heae Shicld System for heat resistance
& Custom made w fit your Thomasville dining table
® 1/2* thick pad available in wood or leather style

» Color-matched supenuede base
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i R:wr Rmub poster bed
queen dzs g, $4,485 Sdl,‘z 495

wight stand wimarble top smar, 81,785 Sele $995
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Mahogany dining rwont
sude bt d arm ihows & hing

. 518,210 Sale £9,999

Rebate up to $500!

Spend $2500 or more on Thomasville furniture now thry
November 14, 1999, and you'll receive maney | Inck,

No Payments, No Interest
for 9 months!
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S IN EXR N, furniture? Make it McLaughlin's,

because we treat you better.
For exctusively Thomaslle, Fur Thomasille and wher fine collections,
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on every set of bedding.
with NO payments ang NIQ interest for 9 months.*
ond spp L. Balance due ¥ mondv skar marchandes has been deliversd.

Save 50%
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