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Hlstorlan recalls Farmmg‘ton ngh of old

mlllonnlum. Kathryn Brigge
1 ck at moro than a centu.
ry worth of ties to Farmington
area schools. Her mother Minnle
Cox gradulted from Farming-

class. Her certificate of gradua-
t{on fncluded 28 courses, some of

more pleasant in those days.
There’s more violence now in
genoral, but probably not so
much Jn the Farmington
schools,

In the Roaring Twenties high
schoo! girls played all the same
sports that the boys played,
except football. Briggs recalls
her class ralsing money by sell-
ing Jello and candy to go on &
fleld trip to Wi n, D.C.

While the trip was an excur-
sion ateeped in politics, Briggs
aaid, students today are more
aware of what's going on in the
world.

“I think the students are more
politically minded than we were
and ponlhly that's because of

‘which are forelgu to utudents
, like “ .

eum ) study.

- Every moming Briggs walked

to Grnnd River and hoppod on

- the trolley to school. She attend-

and radio,” she said.

*And more people are going to

college todny than they did
en,”

Cradiiat

at16

school,
until it burned down when she
wan in the fifth grade, Brigge
went on to graduate in 1929
from Farmlnxlon High School,
‘where Farmington Place Retire-
" ment Center is now located.
*Their parking lot is where our
tennis courta were,” said Briggs,
the Farmington Hilla Historical
" Commisaion chairwoman,
The legacy continued when
Briggs graduated with the
daughtar of one of her mother's

-~ classmates, Coincidentally, that
- woman's childrea and Briggs’

children also graduated from
Farmington High School. There

" have been a lot of changes since

those early years. Today, Farm-

ington aren schools boast three
high schools, and the district is

expected to graduate 837 stu-

denta in 2000,

Briggs, who still lives on her

| - grandfather's property in the

houso her parents built in 1924,
* said that when she attended

. nchncl there was a strong sensc

Briggs, who graduated at 16
because she skipped two grades,
was one of the few who had a
higher

class-
es that are available to them by
satellite,
“Basically what you've got
today is the difference in the
complexity of the amount of
information that is An!lablo.
according to Judith
Farmington Public Schools nnh-

* tant superintendent for instruc-

tional services.

“Lock at the information uplu-
sion,” she added, referring to
enormous amount of data nv-ﬂ-
able and the speed at which it
changes. Still, the basic req;
ments of English, math and sci-
once classes are the backbone of
thl: cug-lmlu:;id ust I-a'd they were
when Briggs

One big change, Briggs said, is
the recentiy implemenﬁod block
scheduling that allows students
to remain in ons class for 80
minutes a few times weekly
instead of shorter intervals five

the College of the City of Detroit,
which i3 now Wayne State Um-
vereity. Briggs went on to teach
grade schoo! and special cducu-
tion in Farmington area

Her mother taught first !hmugh
cighth grades in a one-room
school in Southfield. At that time
only a high school diploma was
::‘ladad to teach school, Briggs

As for the future. Briggs imag-
ines there will be more sophisti-
cated tools to teach children.

“I'd like to see more technolo-
gy, which they're starting right
now, and I think they'll contin-
ue,” she said,

So much has changed in the
last century. Briggs how
her father was intrigued by the
radio.

Amazed by radio

“1 rememher my dad being

been
North Fnrmmgw n high acheols,
Ths only similarities betwocn
schools a century ngo and today
are that thgy havo student:,
an

duyl waekly. The program has
at F and

in 1929, At left,
Union S

ground in 1918. Kay

Her course load

a language study.

d Farming
ton High Schcol loohed

1888 and burned to the

Bngga mother Minnie
x graduated from this
uc!wal in 1898. She was
one of only three students

in her graduating class.
included

clasees like orthography —

tions, White said.

"We have an expanded‘pro-
gram that includes more music
and art,” she added. “We have
expandad world language offer-
i:g:, like Japanese and Russ-

In the near future, she zaid,
students will be able to take
courses from the Internet.

“It's the complexity both of the
information the kids are sup-
posed to learn and the tools they
are learning it with,” White said.

“The whole world is open to
them as a learning community.
Beforo it wos isolated to one
k"_‘::h"' one classroom and the

Artists club to meet Wednesday at library

The Farmington Artist Club
will meet at 7 p.m. Wednesday,

+ Oet. 18, at the Farmington Hills
- Library. Mary S

h will -

Stephenson has served eight
years at the Detroit Institute of
Arts and also on the Uni;

has an master of arts degree and
o master of fine arts degree in

of Michi School of Art and

bo the guest speaker.

Alumni Association boards. She

and prnctice
and teaclm at tha Univorsity of
Michigan~Dearborn.
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