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Y2K

Farmington services ready for the bug
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Although minor glitches for
the first part of 2000 probably
are unavoidable, Farmington
City Managar Frank Lauhoff
omphasized that thero will be no
Y2K catastrophe in the city.

“Everything from heat and
gus, fire and police, electricity,
have been addressed in our area,
hoth in Farmington and Oakland
County,” Lauhoft said Thursday.

Ho eatimated that “billions of
lines of communication” have
been re-done in the past year,
following the initinl mass hyste-
ria about whether the United
States could survive the turn of
the century.

Even now, however, thare
remains some anxiousness about
what might happen, simply
because of all that was said in
the past.

. "I‘vu had about five or six calls
in the last couple months on
this,” Lauhoff said. “It's not to
soy people aren’t concerned. (The
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Even though overy possible
Y2K bug situation is being
looked into months in advance,
and even though Lauhoff insists
there will be no life-threatening
dilemmas, every city employee
will be working when the new

. millennium arrives.

“Department heads will be
working on New Year's Eve, city
staff will be on hand to work
through any problems that may
occur,” Lauhoff sald. “But Farm-
ington residents can feel secure
that, if anything does occur, staff
will be in place to respond immo-
diately.”

According to Goss' report to
council, city department heads
roceived a so-callod Year 2000
Compliance Audit Kit, supplied
by the Michigan Municipal Risk
Management Authority.

“We have been following a
four-step process which includes
awareness, assessment, remedi-
ation and validation, Tte process
will continue up to and boyond
Jan. 1, 2000, We have reviewed
all our critical systems and will

* be roady for the new millenni-
)

um,/

Some of the key areaa reported
on by Goss include the following:

B Communication: All police
radios and call-back systems are
Y2K ready. New call-taking
equipment has been installed
and officers “are undergoing
training on the new syatem.” It
will be operational as of Oct. 21,

B Public safoty: Goss will tell
the council there is nothing that
will impede the ability of the
public safety dopartment to do
its job when the new millennium
atrikes,

For example, automatic extor-
nal defibrillators, used to revive
patients, are Y2K compliant.
Radar units and in-car video
cameras also are ready.

M Water and sewage: The Nine
Mile sewage pumping station
won't be impacted by the date
change, while the Choesley and
Twin Valley pumps also “are not
dato sensitive,” Goas said,

“They'ro juat velves and
pipes,” Goss added of the system,

Meanwhile, all city of Detroit
water stations “arc capable of
manual override and will be
ataffed” for the change to Jan. 1,
2000. Farmington gets its water
supply from Detroit's aystem.

W Traffic control systems: The
county road commisaion has
assured Goss that traffic signals
will be Y2K ready. But, there are
“many computerized signals and
some may be date sensitive,”
such as the one at Grand River-
Farmington Road.

But Lauhoff said such signals
are designed to default to the
previously existing clock system,
ond that the signal would still be
funetional for motorista.

W Contingencies: Lauhoff said
snow piovs and the apreading of
rock sait won't pose problems.
The plows are hydraulically
operated and salt epreaders are
mechanical,

Goss noted that the public ser-
vicea department will have n
battery back-up unit for fuel
pumps and a sufficient supply of
salt available. The city also will
bank on an ammncy generator
if needed.

The city will inua Y2K state-
ments to anyone interested.

Staff writer Hoather Needham
contributed (o this report.



