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of Fnrminzwn, McShane said

last woek. "I find great reward in

doing thingu thnt improve the

;:;tynn mnkaitngmntplanew
ve.”

Mc8hane n]so strives to glvc
Farmington a atrong voice in
Laneing. Racently, she chal-
langed state Houso Rep. Andrew
Raczkowski !(R-Farmington
Hills) about Hous? Bill 4777, a

or

local drum.

‘The recent trend of older com-
munities that will roceive loss
state revenue -hndng uppnlln

warks on Farmington Familics
in Action (her fmlly grew up
hore), the

buy, $300,000 in anticipated ren-
wlt[on eur.l) and it prevented

ton Hills MulﬂmﬂtumVMnlﬁn-
cial Ci Council and the

Governor Warner Mu-eu:n
Devel Commi

e, “That's
ne-dtokeupndasem,m.
Another gosl i Tatl
school and ipal electi

- other

a0 they are held at the same

“I'd like to see Farmlng!on
rotain its * McShane

mdinghomo rule.

“You can't wait until some-
thing gete to this point hofore
you react,” “McShane told
Raczkowski during the council’s
Sept, 20 meeting. *I really feel
it’s not the state who should
determine our policies.”

During an interview at the
Farmington Observer office,
“4cShane continued beating the

nmpluulzad “And that's gotting

Halp{ng the small city get its
fair share in Lansing is one
thing. But McShane continues
doing what ahe can at the local

evel. .

In addition to her time on the
city council, which began in 1989
whon she waa elected to a two-
year term, McShano currently

Mcnae from page Al

She also worked on last year's
*“visioning” process, part of which
reaidents expresssd a desire for
the Civic Theatre to continue as
a movie house and downtown
anchor. So, when |

i entity from
golog in thsru, something less
destrable.”

McGhpne alsg Grmly basks the
couneil decision to buy the Civie
nnd hire M.K.A. Inc. to

i

,entertalnmanl will bring more
:poople downtown.”

" The Civic is ataying. Buv.
‘McShane is fully aware that the
city noeds to bring in more desti-
aation peints, whather onter:

tnlnment. X'Ul'ﬂ\-\l'ﬂl‘l‘l nr nBW

“We had to move it along,” she
lald. *“A bidding process would
have taken longer, thus losing us

Greg Hohler opted to nall tha
Civie, McShane and other city
officials knew they had to act.
‘The result, with little putlic erit-
jciam, ia that tha city owns a
landmark entertainment venue,
“The timing was right to pur-
chase the Civic,” McShane said.
*The price was fair ($316,000 to

muney."

McShane has high
hopes that renovations and
improvements at the Civn: will

t

uch’as
nnd Great Harvut Brend Com-

"We need more nnwrtainment
venies, more programa down-
town. I'd like to sea that.”

The Downtown Development
Authority could also help pump
new life into the city by enticing

.park:
hing she und ds is

to atay open luter, to

Y

needod.
“That was one of our goals in
the vhlonmz pmeau. McShane
“to bring in more entertain-
ment for the downtown. I fael

@ p.m. Various promo-
tional campaigns might help do
.that, McShane sai

lmprovmg the parkmg and
pedestrian walkway systems
also would go a long way toward

energiring downtown after dark.

“In order to'progress and
attract new businesses thare has
to be & better pnrkinz plan,” "
SicShiang aatit. :

1f movement to revitalize’
downtown is too slow, McShane
can point with pride’to what is?
taking place a half-mile west of,
the central busineas district,
Efforts to reacquaint residents
with the Gov. Warner Mlnlion
... Home of Farmihgton History,:
are bearing fruit, she said. w0

“We've become much more vis-
ible,” McShane said. *It (the
mansion) sets the tone for the
character of the city.”

McRae, 43, ia one of five people
running for three open council
peats in the election Nov. 2.

*I think what I'd bring (to city
council) is the perapective from &
family that is just starting out,”
eaid McRae, who I8 married and
has two daughters, ages 8 and

and nine months.

“This is a great placa to liva ...
1 guesa 1 juat want to seo the
next generation of that happen.”

McRae grew up in the Eight

. Mile-Halsted area, He went to
Gill Elementary and Power Mid-
dle School before graduating

. from Farmington High in 1884,

McRae speaks of the area in
idyllic terme, but is not naive
about major issues facing the
city. He's attended council meet~
inga and study seasions since
announcing his candidacy in
August.

He's also followed council hap-

- penings on'TV,

“I think council, in general,

works very well together,” he
said. “You always want to have
some differing opinions, There
seems to be a gaod discusaion
nn({ dialngue on issues that come
up,!

“It seems very civil and very
productive in what it gets done.”

When city council membars
talked about a passing a blcyele
helmet ordlnnnae, McRae admits
his gut reaction as a parent was
“It's my problem.” He questioned
whather council should get
jnvolved.,

He changed his opinion upon
further thought and talking with

ing like wearing a hel-

met while you ride a bike is so
basic that it has to be required,”
McRae said.

“I think the way the police
department is going about it, not
bringing down the heavy hand

.and providing helmats shows ...
it's more educationnl.”

McRae's position on tax abate-
menta is firm, He's against
them, even in situations where
they could be used to keep a

large corporation.

“If you start making excep-
l'.mnn, ynu ‘re on a slippery slope,”
he said.

“If that means a company
looks elsewhere, Novi or Troy, so
be it. We have to protect the tax
base that is slready herc or
‘_h'e'm going to have to atart rais-

ing taxes, [ cartainly don't want .
that” .

He's not immune to the strug-
gles of operating a business,

ough.

McRae ran a home-based busi-
ness for two yeara before being
bought out by a larger firm, He
works as a representative for a
theatrical equipment supplier.

McRae thought about applying
for the vacant council seat in
November after Terry Sever was
elected to the Oakland County
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C jusi Family i
ments at the time dissuaded

He watched with intereat
when council appointed Jody
Soronen, who pledged she had no
intentions of running for elec-
tion. -

“1 was truly hoping that the
seat would open as it is now,” he

SCorandparents & -

3007 01 e 1
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ieaid.

. McRae said he has no agendas
‘or political ambitiona outside of
‘serving the city. He wants to
maintain what's right about
Farmington Hills.

He
a little ea

ing make diabetes

“The roots go back a Jang way,”
he said. “This is a good place to
live. We plan to be here for
awhile” '

r to live with.
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Proud.ly Presents-A Specnal Auctlon'
Sunday, October 17th at 3:00 pm on the 1st Floor Gallery.

Separsic Cusalog Arwilable: Cost: $20.00
Collection of Paintings and Prints from a P

)
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Detroit Coll

CONRAD WISE
‘ON BEVELED
SUNDAY #3014

CHAPMAN [AMERICAN
‘WOOD PANEL, 1889, 10 1/2° X 14,

antists,
Frank

Philip

18421913}, OLL Shahn,

We are selling an important collec-
tion of American, European and
British oll paintings and prints
belonging to an imponant Detroit,
Michigan collector. Many of these
paintings have been in the collec-
tion for over thisty years, by various
, such as Willlam R. Wheeler,

Ernest

Myers, Gifford Beal, and more...

Duveneck, Louis Kronberg,
Leonard  Blumenschein,
Howard Evergood, Ben’
. Raphacl Soyer, Jcrome
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