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Baliot proposals: Farm-
ington voters won't just
have a city council race to
decide on Nov. 2. One of
the proposals, if
approved, would bring
council members their
first raise since 1970./A2

Nuptials: A Farmington
couple who have known
each other for over 50
years tied the knot on
Saturday before Mayor
Mary Bush./B1

Gone salling: Matt Grego-
ry of Farmington Hills is
a member of the Hawaii-
based Aloha Racing team
that is competing in New
Zealand for the America’s
Cup./C1

Grid contest: Farmington
High will play host to
Walled Lake Western in a
game to decide the West-
ern Lakes Activities Asso-
ciation football champi-
onship Friday night./C1
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Vagnozzi is
considering

Lansing bid

BY LARK? ’CONNOR
BYAY? WRITER

A roncorous dobate over a Michigun
House bill has prompted Farmington Hills
Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi to consider running

Hope springs eternal for proposed Hills park, A9
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A deal is close to being c,a*mpleud
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1 A new food store for t.hc Downtown Farming-
# ton Center could not be recrufted. Instead,
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reached

still don't have a -lned Iem in my
but hopefully this will be
d up officially by the end of

barring a last-minute , Damman Hard- hands, ...
4 ware next year will move into greatly exy PP
ed facilities.

suitable replacement grocery store for
the empty 20,600 square-foot space
were unsuccessfi imarily because
it is too amall for today’s preferred

that would enable D,
to relocate to the now-vaeant former
Farmer Jeck in the Downtown Farm-
ington Center.

That means sustained efforts by the
city and the center’s landlord to find a

Damman Hardware Pmndent and
CEO Rick Damman Tuesday

A,

The lack of size of the closed Farmer
Jack "is the primary reason” why
Kimco the city could not recruit a
prucery store for the old Farmer Jack,
vacated in June 1998, said Farmington
City Manager Frank Lauhoff.

Since then, Lauhoff, other city offi-
cials nnd residents strongly cam-
d for a food chain moving in to

that with cemcr
el%'mnn Reaity Corp. are nearly complet-

*We're pretty confident that we've

tbclpu'e
On two occasions, negotiations with
prospective grocers came close but fell

hrough, Lauhoff added.

"We all recognize the convenience
and importance of a (downtown) gro-
cery store,” Lauhoff said. "But we all do
understand the reality of a changing
retail atmosphere. Downtawns have
evnlved tremendously in the last 20

years.”
Farmer Jack does operato a auper-
ltore on Farmington Road at Nine
Farmington's elderly residents do
hmrc a "dial-a-ride" type program avail-
::il; to use for transportation, Lauhoff
Damman anticipstes moving into the
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Story time's a hit

“Authors-In-Autumn® program. He is
giving 32 presentations at the dis-
trict’s el ies and early child-

s a 28-year teacher, s

nuthor Peter Roop knows all
too well how to hold the atten-
tion of youngwters.

The former Wlnonnln Taacher of

hood centers this week and next.
“Books start in the head,” Roop told
an Alemeda Early Childhood Canter
uudlenco mada up of kindergartnars
graders Monday. “We

the Year and A ia.,
showed elementary schoolers how a
boak begins with an idea And ends up
in libraries and bookatore:

e used |hau, -hnw-and-toll and
n the

interactive presentations,
Roop, an award-winning suthor,
spoke as poart of the district's

just make things up.”

But not all of Roop's characters are
made up. Others include Abraham
Lincoln, explorers Lewis and Clark,
Susan B. Anthony and Martin Luther
King Jr,

Roop asked whether the ziory about
Lincoln growing a beard because a lit-

Slghts and sounds: At left, Alameda Early Childhood Center
cKelley and students Laura Ventu-

music teachér Meghan
ra, Nadia Weeks and Hayll.}}y S
coming from children's author

(above} at the end of his presentation.

Children’s author turns pages, heads at Alameda

tle girl asked him to was true or not.

The right answer? Yes. A littlo girl
named Grace wrote Lincoln a letter
telling him she thought he would look
better with a beard. Years later, the
bearded preaident met tho girl, picked
her up, and said * ‘I grew these
whiskers for you. Mnybe they helped
me become president,’ * Roop said,
recalling his book, “Grace's Lettor to
Lincoln.”

Roop also told of a Blackfoot Indian
hunting ritual, involving tricking
herds of buffalo into running off cliffa
to their deatha, The book is cnllad
*The Buffalo Jump.”
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atina listen to the big sounds
Peter Roop's conch shell

In the book he wld the stary of the
“ahwa waki,” a child who wears a buf-
folo akin and poses as a baby buffale
in order to steer the hord toward a
cliff,

Roop said the ritual was very impor-
tant to the Blackfoot, because they
used every part of the buffalo — the
thick hide, the meat, the bones and
aven the tip of the tail.

“They couldn’t go to the grocery
stores to get their food,” Roop said. A
visit to Montana helped him give a
realistic edge to the bonk.
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R gnlnat state Ref Andrew Raczkowski, |
i-and other F i Hilla BY LAIIV O'CONNOR
City Council members have cluhod with  fTTATT WRIER ecommaiet

‘Raczkowski over House Bill No.

'The 37th District House Iqwm.hr is co-
sponsoring with
Robert Gossclin

gl

{R-Troy} 1

Paul Molin, o sheriff deputy who
spends hia days keeping an ey on pris-
oners, has exporienced his own form of

Vestimony Tollows up.
on controversial bill,
—_pageA3

liko to aee him represent the two citles.
: 'l!hu tlnun‘ h‘t. Tl conaider it”
as cri

tion city officials
contend encroach-
©oa on home rule,
"I'm looking at it,” Vagnozzi said about
possibly running against the Republican
jncumbent in November 2000. “I'd really

The candidata for Farmington Hills
City Council waited until age 50 to
marry
Joann,
whom he's
known
since the
fifth grade.

Farmington Hills

mm on Houae Bill 4777 and other issues.
Vagnozsi said he'll watch Raczkowaki on
_similar home rule bills, such os dealing
with cities’ powaera to dany exit visas to
companies leaving to seek tax abatemonts

: —'_Hm
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He subse-
quently
hecame a
fathar for
two adopt-

C" COUNCIL RACE
ed, school-

09

dren, Amanda and Jordan,

Uncle Sam alsc waited until Molin
was “25 and a half" to draft him into
the U.B. Army.”

“Life has a way of evening out, I
guess,” Molin aaid,

Molin, 57, wanta to be bettar than
aven Nov. 2. He is one of five candi-

dates seeking three open four-year
torms in the election.

In political circles, Malin is some-
thing of a newcomer, although he did
run ageinat John Nichols for Oakland
County Sherilf two years ago,

Far from a contentious race, Molin
ended up befriending the late sheriff,
whom became something of a grandfa.
ther figure to tho Farmington Hilla res-
idont’s two children.

Another friend - whom Molin
declines to name ~ piqued the Onkland
. County Sheriff deputy interest to iun
for city council. At the time, only thres
people had filed.

*I anid, 'T lke polltlu and [ am not
embarrassed by saying I don't know,™
Molin said. "Semetimes tho ‘I don't
know’ ian't realty an ‘I don't know.’ It's
‘I don't npply this properly’ at that
time,

“At any rate, peopla get nervous in
front of people. They get nervous that
thoy're going to be embarrassed ond
they end up doing nathing. I'd rather
take a chance &nd see if I can do some-
thing.”

Whore specifics or figures may elude

. N

him, Molin picks up on themea and
ideas.

He believes officiala need to think
beyond the next re-election date, In
thnt voin, he also favora term limita,

He gives Hills city officials good
marks on development iasues, though
the unsettled situation at 14 Mile-
Orchard Lake and Northwestern High-
way bothers him.

On the Wost Bloomficld side, com-
mercial development has gone ahead.
Hea wonders if there hasn't boen some
*intentional foot dragging” dono on the
Farmington Hilla side.

“Our alde seems to be saying, They
did thia without talking to us, They did
this without coordinating this with
us,”™ Molin said. *So, whatever hap-
pens, it's going to bo (West Bloom-
fiold's) fault.™

Molin would liko to ses moro reai-
denta take more of an intereat in city
business,

One idea would involve regularly
sending minutes of meetinga and agen.
das to reglatered voters, who requost
them,

Late starter hopes to finish strong

Paul Molin

“By aaying ‘All you have to do is nak’
is not enough,” Molin said. “You don't
make a porson fee) welcomed by snying
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