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- These are tough timps for
Michigan farmers.

-‘Prices for agricultural prod.
ucu when adjusted for inflation,
are at the lowest lovels since the
Deprension. Apple prices are at
‘their lowost in 25 years,

“Furthermore, in 1998, the
typical commercial hog farmer in
Michigan lost close to a quarter-
million dollars,” according to the
final report of the Senate Agri-
cultural Preservation Task
Force, issued last month at the
launch of the fall lagislative ses-
slon,

- Sens, George McManus (R-
Traverse City), Dianne Byrum
{D-Onodaga), Joanne E

Farm aid

Along with a Mt of the prob-
lems facing Michigan agricul-
hms. the report oﬂ'e:l a lint of 20

farmers are facing.”

According to McManus, the
single Mum ubnacln to ngﬂcul-
ture {s that f

farmarl

*The low profitability of farm.
ing haos led to resources exiting
the industry and being used for
other purposes,” the report con-
cluded in {ts executive summary.
“This includes land, Further.
more, given the current blesk
operating environment, it
appears that fewer ‘and fewer
young people are pursuing a
career in production agricul-
ture,”

The report received a warm
welcome in the to.

*Government — both state and
federal — is in a position to help
Jﬁrp‘.uﬂ this crihcn\ part of

(R-Big Rapids), Kon Sikkemn (R~
Grandville), and Don Koivisto
(D-Ironwood) held eight hearings
acrosa the state, taking testimo-
ny from some 250 residents over
the course of tho summer to pro-
duce the report.

* Sen, Mike
Rogers (RrBrlghtAm) said “With.

for property taxation bn-od on
ite potential developmont value.
Currently, agricultural land is
assessod by its “highest and best
use.” The result, McMeanus
noted, is that the land on which
a cherry orchard is located in his
district is assessod at the same
amount as nearby land on which
a condominium complex sits.

McManus proposes that agri-
cultural land should be assessed
on its current use. However,
changing that may take un
amendment to the Michigan
Constitution.

“We must provide,” Byrum
said as the report was released,
“economic incentives to farmers,
increase thelr acceas to cmdlt,

‘Helping farmers at core of Senate report

& Maintaining the assessment
cap on land when it is trans.
ferred from one generation to
the next.

8 Strengthening the Right to
Farm Act.

B Amending the Farmiand
and Open Space Act to reduce
the income threshold from its
current 7 percent.

B Exompt farming coopora.
tivea from personal propesty tax.

@ Encourage the Michigan
Economic Growth Authority to
asstet in the developmert of food
processing.

B Create Agricultural Security
Zonea.

B Create a tax credit for old
farmere who rent land to
younger farmers.

The list also includes recom-
m i for federal action,

out the fami-
lies would be at the mercy of
importers and import prices for
their food, We can’t let nbun-
dance at the

work to find
for their projects and require for-
eign competitors to comply with

f:ur tmde prncticen o

including asking Congress to
investigate possible anti-trust
actions egainst certein large

ies in the food i

guise the crisis “that Mlchlgan

mnda by the umk force included:

P

industry.
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Fallowing are public -hﬁu
June 11;: 2000,
at;the Farmington Hills Tes

‘Avena on Bight Mile Road: .

‘Monday-Friday noon skate,
11:30 a.m, to 1:20 p.m.; Tues-
‘ day, Friday, 7-8:50 p.m.; Batur-
‘day, 11:30 a.x. wxao pom.;
‘Sunday, 4-6:50 p.m. Cost is’

" $8,60 for residents and $6 fur

‘lh"M-chboolYouzhCen
'1'9?9 jned Aug: 31 for the

HALLOWEEN SKATS :
Skate with. th: and
11:80 am. to 1:30 pm;
80 Ac

‘5 for- all others. For more
ton llilll Ico Al‘lu m-

school year, If yau
4’

would 1ike lnfor:uﬁon. call.
(248) 478-184
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canceris a .

to our own humanzty?

It's not enough to think of cancer as a disease. It's a challenge to everything

we know about life. At the Providence Cancer Institute, we help.you meet the
challenge every day. The new-Assarian Cancer Center, in partnership with the
University of Michigan Health System, provides leading-edge clinical care and
research along with the conveniences you and your family deserve. And the
Center for the Healing Arts unites spirituality with science and the arts to provide
support from diagnosis through treatment. The Providence Cancer Institute...

dedicated to the health and humanity of every patient.

The Michael & Rose Assarian Cancer Center'in Novi

IW

", Health irt body, mind and spirit.
- -For more mformmon. plene cnll us. ut 800. 341.0801

“‘Cancer Center Network

non- te.
The Pmnt-’l‘nt Bkate is 8- ington Hills
‘10 q .m. Mnndny and .lm.um) 418-8510
MADONNA
UNIVERSITY
NEWS

] :1,2 ‘m\{”e‘nhv'?f Michigan

Madonna University's regis-
tration for the winter 2000 term
will begin Monday, Nov. 15, and
continues through Friday, Jan.
7 for new and returning stu-
dents.

Office hours will be held from
8 u.m. to 6 p.m. on Tuesdays,
Wednesduys and Fridays; and
until 7 p.m. on Mondays and
Thursdays, with the exception
of Dec. 20 and 23 when the
office will close at 6 p.m. All
offices will be closed for Thanks-
giving (Nov. 25, 26, 27 and 28)
and Christmas (Dec. 24-Jan. 3).
Classes begin the week of Jan,
10.

The convénience of fax-in reg-
xutrntion for all students 18
and will be

Nov, 16-Dec. 17.

Students may enrall in day,
ovening and weekend classes,
and non-admitted students
must ebtain a permit-to-register
from the admissions office.
Transfer etudenta are welcome.
There is no application fee.

Madonna University is the
most affordable independent
liberal arts university in Michi-
gon and is at 1-896 and Lovan
Road in Livonia.

It offere men and women
associate’s and bacheler’s
degrees in more than 50 career-
oriented majors and 14 master’s
programs in diverse areas of
business, education, health ser-
vices, hospice and nursing. For
more information, call the
Admlﬁaag'uionn Offico at (734) 432-

Blues concert set

As part of a year-long project
for sccondary teachers focused
on the theme *Our Urban Iden-
tity: Interpreting Detroit
through the Humanities,”
Madonna University in Livonia
will offer a folk and blues music
performance by Robort Joncs
uand Mot Watroba at 7:30 p.m,
'!l‘{l;ﬂrlduy. Nov. 11, in Kresge

Jones is a nationally recog-
nized musician who combines
singing, playing of instruments,
and storytelling to convey to
audiences the importance of
African-American Music and
the impact of blues on American
culture. He is the creator and
host of Detroit Public Radio
WDET's Blues From the Low-
lands program,

Watroba ia the producer and
host of the Folks Like Us pro-
gram on WDET and has per
formed folk music concerts and
conducted workshopa and
assemblies all over the state of
Michigan. i{heh:l.o hold: a

tea certifical

‘This project on urban ldenuty
will werve as a model for
schoolw, creating educational
resources and curricular mate-
rials for use in secondary class-
rooms. There {e no charge for
admission.

This lerln is partially sup-
ported by the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities.

For information, contact Dr.

ard 8ax, dean, College of
Arts and Humnnltln at {734)
432.5542 or Dr. Marjorie Check-
oway, pn!‘anor, education, at
(734) 432-5653, Madonna Uni-
versity ie at 1-98 and Levan
Road in Livenia. :



