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Dear Sirs:

0: C. R. Thelen, Director
Program Support and Testing
Division
iMichigar Department of State
)Bu.mau of Branch Office Services
‘nhmlinz MI 48918

.1 recently recaived from you a letter
to my son, Nathan Powar.
Nathan in 17 yeara old. He has a lovel
2M;ehlsan graduated driving license,
Alumugh Nathan disagrees with me,
1 think the graduated license program
s & fine idea because it sets up an
incentive for new drivers to drive
safely for a pariod before they get an
\unrestricted liconse.
Hathanmasnodmempomt The
speoding ticket (45 mph in a 40 zone)
: hagothug\utw hi# third since he
astarted driving, Both Nathan and I
realived at the time that he was guing
to have to wait a while longer before
pm an unrestricted liconse,
1 balieve your lettor has to do with
Ahis violation, although I must say it's
‘hard to tell because of the way it's

written.

It atarta; *Your level 2 license is
now extendod through 08/21/2000 and
your probationary period is.now
scheduled to end on06/17/2000." The
axtension to August 21, 2000, seems
reasonable; that's & year after his
spoeding ticket. But why doea the pro-
bationary period end on June 17?
Doean't that just confuse thinga?

Your letter goes on to say.that
before Nathan can get a level 3
license, he “must drive 12 consacutive
manths prior to your eligibility date
without any of the events shown in
the shadod area posted to your record,
Your cumsnt provisionary level 2 will
be ext, until these d
ammetoruntzlyoumd\theaxeof
18, whichaver is sooner.”

1 take it you mean that Nathan
musat have a clean driving record for &
year before he gets an unrestricted
license. But the new tarm, “provision-
ary level 2" throws me, Is this an
entirely now category? Or is it just a
iypo meaning probationary?

‘ PHILIP POWER :

The avents in the shaded area (why
it should.be shaded is not clear to me)
Aare also oon(uamg “Raceive  traffic
K or probat

" court disposition” is probubly under-
standable by a practicing lawyer, but
to.a 17-year-old? “An accident in
which you are cited for a hazardous
a ct(nn" seems mlahvely clear. but

iol of your grad
permxt“? 1 thought the shaded area
included things that were vial

Your driving stipulations are about as clear as mud

of the graduated licansing permit.
The sentence above the shaded But Fd hope that a Jetter fram your
area reads: “The probationary period affice hammering in that valuable .
is extended each time one of the message coudd be written in slmple,
avents shown in the shaded area is clear English that makes these painte
posted during the last 10 months of in & way understandable to & 17-year-
the three-year probationary period.” old. .
By how much is.the probationary I fear the lawyers in your office .
period extended? A year? Ten have got hold of a perfectly reagonable
months? palicy argl gummed it up with incom- |
And what js 80 6} about prehensible legali Dan't feel :
tho last 10 months of the probation- badly, though. :
ary (“provisionary™?) period? This problem affects virtually all -
The last sentence of the Jetter was  communications citizens receive from
the clearest: “If you have any ques- their government.
tions regarding this notice, please If you have any questians regard-

contact the nearest Secratary of Stete
braach affice.”

Now don’t got me wrong. I'm fairly
croas at Nathan's driving record, and
we've had some strong words about it,
But Nathan understands that the
consequence of his specding is delay
of his unrestricted license. He's learn-
ing to drive better and he's learning
something about accepting the conse-

of his own beh That's

ing this letter, please contact me at
ppowar@homecomm.neat or at (734)
665-4081.

Phil Power is chairman of Homne-
Town Communications Netwark Inc.,
the company that owns this newspa-
per. He welcomes your.

Lzmztzng AG’s authority would undercut people’s rights

he politics of it are {¢

And bl are feel-

T enough. Republicans control
much of state government - the
Hduse, the Senate, the governor's
office. The one piece thoy don't control
is the Attorney General's office.

And now they want to limit the
Attorney General's powers. A series of
bills sponsored by Sen. Ken Sikkema,
R-Grandville, in the Senate and Rops.
Andrew Richner, R-Grosse Pointe
Park, and Clark Bisbee, R-Jackson, in
the Kouse would sngmﬁcantly reduce
_her powers. For one, opinions of the
'AG would no longer carry the waight
-they.do now. On matters of state law,
Attorney General opinions are
presently seen as having the force of
law, until overturned by a court. For
.another, the AG would no longer be

- able to take on the state government
. inenux't unless she gets approval from
thn governor.

Jennifer Granbolm, Michigan's
Attorney General and the first fomale
to hold that office, apparently made
some enomies in Lansing when she
detided to go into a lawsuit over state

~ gaining compacts on the side of four
 Indian tribes, against the state of

ing that they shouldn't have to worry
that the Attorney General - the
state’s. own lawyer in their view ~ is
going to come after the state itself.
Granholm herself has been quick to
point out the political ramifications of
the bills, but has been missing from
the discussion so far is the effect on
the average state resident. Reduce the
authority of tae Attorney General's
office and Joe and Josephine Q. Public
will lose a powerful ally in their deal-
ings wn.h M:clugan 's largest aod most
and

moat unportanf.ly in their dealings
with the state government itsclf.

No matter how well intentioned the
folks who inhabit our bureaucracies
may be, bo they state or corporate,
there are times when they don't oper-
ate in our-beat interesta, And when
that happens, Mr. and Mrs, Average
have only a few choices of how to han-
dle the matter.

On the one hand, they can pony up
the legal fees needed to hire their own
attorney. If they do, they had better
be prepared to spend big bucks,
because the state government and

MIKE MALOTT

carporations have vast .msau.lces they

can tap to defend tk

speak for the little guy,” said Rep.
Mare Shulman, R-West Bloomfield.
He comes to the issue from a unique
perspective. For one, he's a freshman
legislator and a Republican, but he is

“also an alumni of the Attorney Gener-

al'’s office. A lawyer, he worked there
for 16 years under Granholm's prede-
ceasor, Frank Kelloy.

Shulman said he sees nothing
wrong with the way the Attorney

General's office is operating currently.

Other lawyers and the courts seem to
keep the AG and its opinions in the
proper perspective, he said. If there is
that the Attarney General

Or residents can go to the Atwrney
General and try to enlist the support
for that office. It does not come auto-
matically, When the AG's office gets a
request from a citizen, it reviews it
frst for merit and to determine
whether there js a significant gues-
tion of state law.

And that is precisely why having
the Attorney Gea-

‘can legislate from her office, the
cow'ts have traditionally looked past
AG opinions to the intent of the sena-
tors and representatives, he said.
There are legitimate issues about
the Attorney General’s office, Shul-
man argues. He suggests that there
may be legitimate concern about the
amount it can spend hiring indepen-

dent counsel. Often. the office will
coatract with an outaide law firmu to
conduct work on a given legal matter.
And if the AG's office decides to
take on g major corparation, legal fees
could run fairly high. So perhaps
there should be a limitation to, say,
require Granholm to get lagislative
approval before she takes on a case,
uging an outeide law firm, in which
the lega! fees are expected to exceed
$100,000. After all, it is legislature
that's supposed to set state budget.
Now that’s a fair issue. But politics
aside, if lawmakers put serious curbs
on the AG’s ability to act in matters
pgainst the atate and ia the area of

* consumer protection, it will be the

residents of Michigan who loee out,

events. He can be reached by phone at
(248) 634-8219 or by e nwil at -
mmalott@homecomum.net.

eral on your side is
such an attention-
gatter.
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Adventures

Your gulde to Fall Getaways ¢ Cider Mills « Orchards ¢ Hayrides ¢
Pumpkin Patches « Haunted Houses and the list goes onf!
This is Fall Fun for
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Take an additional 10% off our everyday
low prices on select merchandise!

Now is the time to indulge
yourself or find the perfect
gift for someone special.

Come to Heslop's Harvest
Sale, and you'll discover

bountiful savings on a
cormucopia of fine
tableware and -
giftware.

Normat excluson apph. Mease ask 3 sales aociaie ke detarls
MeTRo DETROIT:
Draxsoxx Huo#ts, Tit HUGKTS * (313 3748200  (Foab Ro. BrTwran Inastea asp Breen Daw)
LIvoma, MERRIEVE PLAZA ¢ 1734 8221850 * (Ox CORNLA OF Fivg Mine and Mernivas)

Nowz, Novi Town CInTen » (248 3498090

ROCHESTER, MEADOWIROON VILIAGH MALL ¢ 1248) 3750823
§7. CLAIR SHORES, 21439 MACK AV, * (810) 7786943 * (naktit o LIkt Mite Ro.}

Sranutne Huowrs, EAsTIAKE Coumons * (810) 2478118 » (O~ conntr or HaLt Ro. ast Haves Ro)
Taov, OAsLAND MaLt + L2480 5831433
WhST BLOOMAELD, OACHARD MALL ¢ (248) 737-8080 ¢ (ORCHARD LAKT AxD 15 Mitk)
OQuTsTATE:
Aot AR30R, COLONNADL * (734} 76111002 * {ON Erscxuowen Pray., wist of BriArwood Maruh
GaanD Raring, RRETON ViLLAGE MatL * {g1p) 957-2145 * (BrETON Ru. AnD Ruriow Ro.)
OxEMos, MimibiAN MatL * (517} 349 4008
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