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Red-ribhon day

Eagle Elomentary School
pupils are flylng high when it
comos to supparting an “intol.
orant attitude* toward drugs,
alcohol and other dangerous
habits,

Youngatera at'the Farming-
ton diatrict schoyl are taking
part in 8 number,of Farming-
ton Families in Acti

Message of the month: Eagle Elementa.
Jackson and her class literally stand be'}?l'
youngsters participated on Monda
Farmington district school.

Eagle Kids pledge to live healthy

SOBER OCTOBER

fifth graders.

Also adorning the fence are
banners: “It's Sober October
Month” and “Eagle Kids Tie
Ribbons,” among them.

sored activities, for October is
Substance Abuse Awarencss
Month, or "Sober Oitobor.”

On Friday, Oct. 1, "Engle
Kids" signed a pledge to be
“committed to a healthy
lifestyle.” Those placards will
be displayed in the hallwaya
of tho 14 Mile-Middlebelt
achoal throughout October.

To augment thote pledges,
students were enceuraged to
draw a picture at home illus-

West Bl police Offi-
cer Larry Mifaud, head of the
West Bloomfield Canine Unit,
will demonatrate 1:30-3 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 18, how police
dogs are trnined to detect ille-
gal drugs. Students will be
invited to wear red, the offi-
cial colors of “Sober October,”
to the assembly. (Eaglo is part
of the Farmington district,
although it is lacated just
across the border in Weat
Bloomfield.)

Girl Scouts will

trating an te of their
own healthy lifestyics. Those
will decorate the hallways all
month.

Then, on Monday, Oct. 4,
Engle pupils tied re¢ ribbons
on the fence facing Middlebelt
near 14 Mile. The estimated

be planting red tulips at
Eagle, to signify the continued
commitment to zero tolorance.

Farmington Families in
Action is a grassroots parents
nonprofit organization with
the mission of educating tho

about the d

400 ribbons were d
during lunch hours by Engle

of substance abuse.

School fourth-grade teacher Cheryl
nd the Sober October theme. All
1y, Oct. 4, in a ribbon-tying ceremony at the

Lok RIS L

Tie one on: Second
graders at Eagle Elemen-
tary attach red ribbons on
the fence facing Middle-
belt near 14 Mile. ,

FARMINGTON FOCUS

Cut the cake

Kmart Corp. Tuesday celebrat-
ed ita 100th annivereiry at the
Farmington Kmart store on
Grand River at Halsted Road.

What was dubbed the “werld’s
largest cake cutting ceremony”
colebrated the event. '

Second printing

Farmington Observer reporter
and author Tim Smith just

Upt®

Smith’s book, inspired by the
very premslturc birth of hia
daueh fuid

returned from a book-signi;

tour in Iowa, Missouri and New
York, wherz he proinoted “Mira-
cle Birth Stories of Very Prema-
ture Bebies - Little Thumbs

h, recently

" went into a second printing.

Also, Smith was profiled dur-
ing an early Thursday morning
%ment of "Up Close Today” an

-20,

Slavic

Jacobsons

Birmingham « (243) 644-6900  Livonia « (734) 801.7608  Rachester » (242) 851-6000
SHOPPING HOURS * MON-SAT 10-9 » OPEN SUN AT NOON
Jacobson's Charge

Gift Cartificates

Complimentary Sitver Qift Box.

Jreasures

handcrafted in the centuries-oid
tradition of Polish glass dasign.

meat with you and sign omament

this event. Join us and discover

Co-President and Designer
Glenn Lewis

Personal Appearance and
Ormament Signing
Sunday, October 17
1to4pm
In Trim A Home

Uvonia

Slavk: Treasures is an

outstanting line of collectibie
blown-glass ornaments,

Wa're pleased to host
Glenn Lawis, who witl gladly
purchases you make during

somathing new to treasura
for years to come.

v

Hills leaders testify on House measure

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
BTAYY WRITER

Farmington Hills Mayor Alde
Vagnozzi and City Attorney
John Donohue told state legisla-
tors to scrap a House bill, which
they and other municipal lead-
ors say usurp home rule.

Vegnozzi and Donohue teati-
fied before the state House
Employment Relations, Training
and Safety Committee in Lans-

on Wodnesd: H

‘The bill covers 21 statutes, but
a section notes that subject mat-
is

units of government.
The restaurant owner gave
's ban on king in

ter covered in the to
be “liberally d.* Buch

broad language makes it “fer-
tile” for potential litigation,
Donohue said.

“That should make my col-
leagues in the bar very active,”
Donchue said. *I've got two kids
to put through college. 8o, I
should be very appreciative of

it
Raczkowski asked Donnhuejlf

the sent:

State Rep. Andrew Racz)
ki (R-Farmington Hills) sits on
the committee with state Rep,
Robert Gosaslin (R-Troy).
Raczkoweki and Gosselin co-

- sponsor House Bill 4777,

should be
“I think the whole bill should
be dropped and entirely rewrit-
ten,” Donchue said,
Vagnozzi was also emphatic.
He cited Michi Municipal

which is being
tested in the state Court of
Appeals, and making food han-
lors r plastic gloves as

examples.

“Unfortunstely, If they (local
goverament) delve into these
areas, it makes it more difficult
to do business,” sald Jeff Tuma,
who owns Embers restaurant in
Mcunt Ploasant.

Detroit's prevailing wage law
adversely affects non-profit
groupe, & Salvation Army major
testified.

Companies who bid for city

pp o the proposed
legislation relieves over-regula.
tion of employers by local gov-
ernmenta. They point to prevail-
ing wage laws such as Detroit's,
which voters passed.

“How many elactiona in
Dotroit is the atate going to over-
turn?” asked Vagnozzi, referring
to tho elected school board that
haa been replaced by one
appointed by Mayor Dennis
Arch

er,
Those against say tha' bill has

League opposition as well as

have to pay workers
$10.44 an hour if they don't offer
health §

similar groups r
townships and countles,

If the bill passed, *We would
no longer have government of,
for and by the people,” Vagnorri
said

ernments in dealing with such
isaues as water pollution, Dono-
hue anid. Tha city attorney
added police nnd zoning enforce.
mont would be ad ly affect-

The biff would atifle focal gov-"

As a result, Salvation Army
suspended contracts with the
city of Detroit.

At such a wage, the Salvation
Army cannot help rehabilitate
people recovering from alco-
holism or drug abuse by offering
them jobs, Major Loren Carter

said.
Carter admitted the non-profit
itself is uncertain if

ed, too.
A Michi R Asso-

more {ar hi)
than omployce wages and no
smoking bana,

ciution spokesman decried over-
regulation of businesa by local

vagl'IOZZi from page Al

it has to pay prevailing wages,
though. If the Salvation Army
does, "It would certainly put us
out of busineas,” Carter said.

in other communities.

The state representative con-
tends the mayor’s attacks are for
political gain,

Vagnozei's term as mayor enda
in November. Under term limits,
he cannot seek re-election.

Raczkowski said he'd encour-
age Vagnozzt to run.

“I encourage him to run if he
wants to run,” said Raczkowski,
who would be seeking his third
two-year term in November 2000.
“Heck, my pareats might run.”

Raczkowski added, “I'd juat
hope that Aldo is not playing pol-
itics like he is doing with this
issue.”

Raczkowski also took heat from
Farmington City Council mem-

bers on the issue during a meet-
ing Sept. 20. Some council mem-
bera questioned him ever who he
was representing.

Raczkowski has repeatodly
denied the bill is on the "fas
track,” which Vagnozzi d:

been on city council since 1989.
Vagnozz, who is a Democrat,
admitted running for a state seat
would be “a rough go. It's differ-
ent running in a partisan race
than it is (in) a non-partisan one
in this ity,” Vi i

is the case,

“For somcone like Aldo to say ¥
don't represent the community,
he is way off base,” Raczk ki

said, "The
ing, though.

Raczkowski upset favored
ington Board of Ed

wmmuni.ty is chang-

snid. “He haan't been totally
truthful with all the facts of the
bill,

“He aays it will wipe out local
control as we know it and that is
simply just not the case,”

F

President Cathy Webb in a
Republican runoff in August
1996 and swept to an easy victo-
ry aver Democrat Steve Dibert in
;.he general election a few months
ater.

Hills voters overwhelmi
elected Vagnozzi to serve as
mayor in 1996 and '87. He had

Farmi and F i
Hills voters re-elected Raczkows-
ki in 1998.

V‘y

Watercolor Artist

Peggy Abrams

Personal Appearanca & Print Signing

Come meet nationally-known artist Peggy Abrams and see her holiday*

of y detailod

Gt Cartificates

Compimentary Silver Gt Box

prints, created exclusively for
Jacobson's. The whimsical scenes are framed and ready for gift giving.
Ms. Abrams will sign any of her work purchased during the event.

Jacobson’s

Bimingham ¢ (248) 644-6900  Livonia o (734) E91-7896  Rochester » (248) 8516000
SHOPPING HOURS » MON-SAT 10-8 * OPEN SUN AT NOON
Jacobson's Charge

Saturday, October 16
10amto 2 pm
Birmingham
Saturday, October 16
4t8pm

Rochester

Sunday, October 17

110 4 pm
Livonia

All in Trim A Home




